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pleasure of the future historian to
chronicle at the next Jubilee, Hftv
years hence. ^

Before closing, you w:!' pardon me for
referring to the noble band of Christian
women, who fifty years ago were real
mothers m Israel in the congregation,
and whose lives shone like stars in darlt-
nesB, but who have since gone home to ,

glory, to bask forever in the refulgent >

rays of the Sun of Righteousness.
Without making individuous distinc-

1

tion, I might mention among many
otfier excellent women, who throujih
faith obtained a good report in th<-

'

Strathalbyn Congregation, the names of
Mrs. ,Iohn Maihewson (Bean Choir Eion
Mich Elon), Mrs. James Nicholson
Mrs Neil McKinnon, (Bean N'heil
Kuadh) of hospitable fame, Mrs
John McDonald, (Fion Gajja Bean
hioa Oig), Isabel MoLeod (Nighean
Domha.l Gobh), Catherine MoLeod
(Bantraoh ataiier), Mrs Neil McKay
(Mary Og), Mrs. Alalcolm Nicholson,
Springton, Mrs. John McI<eod CBean Ian
Bhan Shoar); Mrs. Margaret Mc-
Leod, (Mereadh Ruadh). Christy
vlcLean, Margaret McLean, Rose Valley,
Mrs. Murdoch McKenzie (Bean Murea-
che«dh), Rose Valley; Mrs. Donald Mc-
Innis (Bean Dh'onal Og), and I think. I
might with becoming modesty include

i

amoiig these faithful ones, who though
'

dead yet speak to us by the exampfp ^

of theip pure lives, as well as their un-
'

swerving devotion to the cause a'-mf^
and undefiled religion, my own dear
mother, (Catherine Nighean S'heoras).
In those early days of fifty years ago
the people m this parish lived like one
large and happy family, in sweet con-
cord and harmojiV, each neighbor striv-
ing to help the other, bearing ona an-
oth'^rs burdens. Brotherly love and
good will ruled supreme. They were
a ways re;

|y to forgive and forget each
other s foibles and shortcomings. When
one member suffered all the members
suffered.

Contrasting the scanty privileges and
opportunities enjoyed by our noble
sires and tfran.lfathers with the glorious
ones we now enjoy, we may well blush
with shamo that we do not improve
them a. we ought. To think for a mo-ment of the hardships encountered by

\ these dardy pioneers in making a com-

\

lortable livelihood for their families
would to-day m»ke the heart of the
bravest of us quail. So much so that if
the Herculean ta,sk of clearing the for-
est were left to the present generation
of young men, instead of our beautiful
Island home being the gem of the Gulf
the beautiful garden of the Dominion'
as It certainly now is, it would forever
remain covered with its primeval forest,

I

the ht abode of wild animals.

I

Fifty years ago when this large parish
I

was all closely settled, there was only

I

one schoolhouse, where there are ten

I

girls of those days travelling from the

'w!li°'^
^' Ro««/''^lley, East and

I

West Line Roads, Junction Road and
I

Hartsville to Springton school, many of
'

I-fi^ '^T'opte'^ in summer and but
I

lightly clad m winter; then you will bet-
ter appreciate your own opportunities
and admire the pluck of the young bovsand girls of those early days. Whenyou consider the scarcity of money to
purchase school-books, you will not bo
surprised to hear that as many as half adozen of boys and girls would be readinir
out of the same class book and studvina

,

out of the same old ear-clipped grammar
and perhaps as many more ciphering onthe same old slate, which was perhaps
borrowed from an older boy who could

I

not attend school. With all sLh dis
advantages and drawbacks many ofthose noble and true-hearted boys and
girls kept abreast of the times and suc-ceeded in elbowing their way to res-
pectable positions at home and abroad

.

Since the days I am speaking of, artsand science have made such rapid pro-
gress that newspapers an.l books treat-
ing on almost every imaginable subjectarenowwithm the reach of evorbwlvNew inventions and discoveries have ina great measure revolutionized every

knowledge and research. By tho new
meclianical contrivances manual labor
18 greatly minimized. Farming isnow classed as among the most gen-
teel and lucrative avocations of lifefhe .sickle and thesoythe are supersededby the self-binder, the Hail by th.-
threshing machine. By the application
of steam andeleclricity distance is to agreat extent annihilated, by whichmeans the nations of the earth are


