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tcftant RcHgion'; niot indeed that-You may be con-

tentious, or give tauile(« oifence by unneccflarily in-

1

troducingvdifputes, which feldom do any good, 4nd

jnay be produaive of bad efFc6bs : But that You

may be able to give an anfwer to every, man that

aflteth You a Jfcafon for the hope that i^ in Youvwithi

meeknefs -aft^ fear.* Our language abounds with

excellent treatifes on the fubjeit -, and I would juft|

<>bferve farther, vthlt nek to the Holy Scriptures,

there are" perhaps no books better calculated to con-

1

firm a proteftant of the Church of England in his

principles, than the writings of the primitive Fa-

thers of the fiiftftfur Centuries ; which You would!

do Well to tonfult, fofar as Your fituation and

circumftances will admit.

"Whether infidelity has made any advances in

thefe parts, I know not. Confideriiig how flat-

tering it id to the pride, and how indulgent to the

corruptions, of human nature, there is reafon to

' apprehend
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•^ I. Peter III. 15.- —" Indeed this is not a feafon forin-

" temal controverfies, while Mofcs, and Jesus Christ, and

If even the pi r$t cause, are affailcd with a boldnefs which will

*« ^ftonilh the nineteenth century, (hould it prove more virtuous

«• an4 learned than the eighteenth'* See Ju inquiry into the

ftcondary ,caujes ivhich Mr. Cihlons has ajfrgned for the raptd\

gromjtbof Chripamty. By Sir David DAtRYMrLE, p. 191.

Edit. Edinburgh, 1786. 410.-^—a work which abounds m
good Icaminl; applied with judgment and temper; and from

which the m^LorunoUYit Decline and Fall of tht Roman Empire

may derive many ifefal hints to improve a future edition of his

Hiftory, -^
-.
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