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officers and men in 1 tmpntably small numbers, indifferently

eciuipped, and at an endrmous cost In Canad- : and well-trained

'^"'.cient offc?rs, backed up by competent N.t\0's. and train' i,

well-equipped men, in full s'r ntrth in the ranks, at a wonder-

fully low cost, in Switzerland.

The belief that the pruliiction of the military law of Swit-

zerland is depirable hiis n"t be^n spasmodic, hut it ha.= come

to me as an evolution (^f the nee s-:itipa of the situation. When

in Switzerland in 190.5 I whs mrch inn'ressed l)y the little I

then learned of their militiry system. Subse^fuent investigation

led to present a paper to this Institute, on 12 Feb., 190(;, entit-

led "Switzerland's (^itizen Soldiery—a military model for Can-

ada."

t'urther research led me to prepare a second contritjution on

wider lines, read on 12 Arrll, 1''09, and entitled "I'atriotic Mili-

tary Service." I.atpr on, when Australia and New Zealand en-

listed Lord Kitchener's co-operation in evolving their present

enlightened nrlit^ry systems (largely based on the Swiss model)

and having imearfhrd a copy of our old Military I,aw of 1808

(which had the snme basil prirciples as the Swiss Law), I was

led to make my third contnbution, on 21 Nov., 1910, en-

titled "The old Military Law of Canada, the new .Militia Laws
of Australia and New Ze il md and Lord Kitchener's Report."

Subseciuent visits tc Switzrrl ;nd and information acquired

from of}ic->rs and men of their citizen army, and from seeing

their troops on service, has .?ervrd more and more to rivet in

my mind The contrast iinsented liy results under their univer-

sal system ami our own voluntiiry one.

These considerations mus^t be my excuse for hriniring before

you a .siibiect with such a dry title as "The Swiss Military

Law," ..^c., and in doing this I shall take the liberty of intro-

ducing a somewhat lengthy preface to .show soirething of wiiat

this law has accomplished.

The law is renrodnced in full further on, and if you refer

to it yoi; will see that thrre was a good deal to translate ; I

was therefor(- very glid to jiccpt assistance frci-n a patriotic

female meinber of my (n uilv and a friend whose kindness 1

ivjsh to acknowledge.

NATIONAL Sl'IUIT.

First .-nd foremost comes consideration of the National

spirit for defence. Ry this, I n'Can the spirit of tlie people

which results from tlie system of mi '•y training and s'>rvice

in vogue in the country. Such a sjiirit of personal self-sacritice

as exists in the history of all great people and which not long


