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thinb of whioh ia praiiif. ThU i* covered with flno ( ww, and ii littlt)

work in ciMrtug out logi whan the graw in abort in apring would Dwke
It ecay to run a mower over it. A^iout four roiloa up tbi« atreani it

WM orosN'id to the north aide, Mid though there wu no trail the route

Country ^niith to Swan lake waa not ditticult. The country paaaod through and Mten

11^ imirii'. from the aumniita of the hilla haa been ao frequently burnt over that

there are few atanding treea and the ground ia cncuiul>eted with fallen

logx. Ui.-fore Swan lake ia reached there are acveral large uieadowa,

and around the woat aide of the lake there ia a atrip of open ground

about 100 yards wide on which the graaaes and vetchca wore nlioulder

high. Swan lake i» raid to teem with Huckent, but n^^ otiiCr kimU uf

flah are caught there.

Dwan Ukc Around the anuth end of 8wan lake and ordering the crcekn which

run through the riat there are perhapa u thouoand acrea of mauniflcpnt

hay-land covered witii grnuea and cnricea breiiat hi>;h, Calatnuyrwd*

C-'nad«ntii (Blue joint) predominating. Thia waa the iincitt meadow

Hcen during the summer except that deacrilied on MaoAllititer creek.

Swan lake would In> an iueal place for wintering atock. It wan my
intention to ascend the creek to the height uf land and then to descend

Beaver L<><i^o c.twk to Grande p.<tirie, but that route waa found to ha

blocked by fiilluii tim! , and about five miles east of Swan lake we

turned north -long a small crettk and o-scended to the plateau, along

the edge of which a faint tr.iil led towards the east. As we pro-

grestied thi«i trail became ))etter, artd after eight or ten miloH it could

have b<'eu followed by anyone. These trails arc so apt to become

blocked at any limo that u guide who knows the country on either

Bide should be procured when this is possibl«>.

The distance from Swan lake to Grande prairie in a straight line is

about thirty-five milea—by the trail nearly fifty. The trail for the

whole distance follows ridges when this is possible. These arc separ-

ated by low ground, marshes or Ijogs, which must be crosst-d. The

Soil on tlio ridges is yenerolly poor. I^ow and then a view could be

obtained from the top of a ridge, aid the character of the country

to the north and scnth was the same as that passed through. It has

nearly all been burnt over at different periods, nnd very little stand-

ing timber of any k'nd was noted. Ver^ little good land was seen,

and that always in small patches.

A little later, in going from Grande prairie to Spirit river, the cir-

cuit of the plateau which lies north of the Grande prairie was com-

pleted. The elevation Of the plateau has been estimated to be 2,.")00

feet and its area about 800 square miles, Its elevation alone would


