
LABOR AND POLITICS sso
September 12. 1877, he rallied a group of unem-
ployed around hin. and organized the Working-
man s Trade and Labor Union of San Francisco.
On the 5th of October, at a great pubhc meeting,
the Workmgman's party of Cahfomia was formed
and Kearney was elected president. The platform
adopted by the party proposed to place the govern-
ment m the hands of the people, to get rid of the
Chmese, to destroy the money power, to "provide
decently for the poor and unfortunate, the weak
and the helpless." and "to elect none but com-
petent workingmen and their friends to any office
whatever

. . . When we have 10.000 members
we shall have the sympathy and support of 20 000
other workingmen. This party." concluded the
pronouncement, "will exhaust all peaceable means
of attammg its ends, but it will not be denied jus-
tice, when it has the power to enforce it. It will
encourage no riot or outrage, but it will not volun-
teer to repress or put down or arrest or prosecute
the hungry and impatient, who manifest their ha-
tred of the Chinamen by a crusade against 'John

'

or thost^ who employ him. Let those who raisL
the storm by their selfishness, suppress it them-
**lve.s. If they dare raise the devil, let them
meet him face to face. We will not help them "


