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as well OS your promi>t(> to Hct^k legislation to secure

unmistakable free<loni to the slave who sha. 1 enter

the Army, with a right to return to his old home,

when he shall have been honorably discharged

from military ser>'ice."

While this final controversy was being fought out

in Congress, the enthusiasm for the Administra-

tion had again eb.^ed. Its recovery of prestige had

run a brief course and was gone, and now in the

midst of the discussion over the legro soldidt-s' bills,

the opposition once more attacked the Cabinet,

with its old enemy, Benjamin, as the target.

Resolutions were introduced into the Senate declar-

ing that "the retirement of the Honorable Judoh

P. Benjamin from the State Department will be

subservient of the public interests"; in the House

resolutions were offered describing his public

utterances as "derogatory to his position as a

high public functionary of the Confederate Gov-

ernment, a reflection on the motives of Congress

as a deliberative body, and an insult to public

opinion."

So Congress wrangled and delayed while the

wave of fire that was Sherman's advance moved

northward through the Carolinas. Columbia had

gone up in smoke while the Senate debated day


