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for His boundless j,'riicc, that wc xvho believe ire tor any

re.'»son ainonj,' the saints wlioni lie "hath blessed with all

spiritual blessin^^s in heavenly places in Christ, " and also

that tliis is " according' as he chose us in him before the

foundation of the world." And let us ^'O and spread His

invitation. j;(ven in all j;ood faith to the world, " whoso-

ever will let him come," and ' him that cometh unto me

I wi'l in nowise ciist out."

For what were wc chosen ? " 7Viii/ m- should he holy.''

The word "holy" is the same .is the one rcf.dered

" saints " in verse i. " That we should be saints." This

is how saints are made ; not canonized by the church years

after they are dead, but chosei. before the foundation o'i

the world. Some of us are \ cry poor saints, as were some

oi them, anil often you hear a Christian say :
" I don't

profess to be a saint." \'ow should not profess anythinjj,

but if you do not rtf/{/m- that you arc a saint, yen deny

your calliny:.

'• Ami uHthont blemish before Him." \s we are chosen

"in Christ," so we stand in His rij^hteousness, and

before Ciod are spotless.

Then follows predestination. Haviu}i- predestimiteJ us

unto the adoption us sous. This ditTers from election, which

desij^MKites the persons chosen, while predestination deter-

mines their rank or position. And what is the position to

which they are predestinated? " Cnlo the adoption oi

sons." Many see in b ih election and predestination, only

salvation. The words are neither of them used here in

that sense Election is to sainthood and holiness in Christ ;

predestination is to the rank of sonship.

We have seen, in Gal. iv, that " the adoption oi sons,"

means, not, to make them children, but the raising of


