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In the following pages I Ii^-e attempted to outline
the story of our niovemerft for independence. The
manuscript of this book was completed over four
months ago. Since then many important changes have
occurred in t.ie international situation. Chapters in
which we dealt with the then still e.xisting Dual xMon-
archy must of course be read in the past tens-?, since
Austria exists no more. And again, many things
which we anticipated and hoped for in the*future
have already become accomplished facts. However.
I trust that t' story itself has not only lost none of
Its value the )y, but has acquired an additional
mterest from a historical point of view. Our aim of
national independence, only quite recently declared
by our adversaries to be " an empty dream of moon-
struck idealists," has become to-day not only a prac-
tical proposition, but an accomplished fact. We have
our own army, which is by no means the siaallest
Allied army, and we also have our own Provisional
Government in Paris, recognised not only by the
Allies and by all Czecho-Slovaks abroad, but even by
Czech leaders in Bohemia, with whom we have since
the beginning of the war worked in complete harmony
and understanding. The organisation of our inde-
pendent State is rapidly proceeding. Austria-Hungary.


