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not final before a single conaonant sound (but see note, be-
low): me [ma), le [la], que [ka], cheval (Saval], tenir Itani:rJ
tu seras [sara], ceci [sasi], mercredi ImerkradiJ, appartement
[apartamal. This letter ia commonly called e mute (e muet)

(2) but m the endings -er, -ez (r, z silent), in words like les, mes,
etc, m et and a few other words, e = [el: donner [done], f<5vrier
[feyrje] avez [ave], chez (Se), les [le], sea (sej, et [e), pied [pje],
clef [klej, etc.

^^!,'Vff
'^"'^ ^^ ^^"^ ^"""^ °^ f*=l (•='• *' above), before a

doubled consonant, or before two or more consonant sounds-
cesser [sese], perdre [perdr], esp6rer [espere]; also before a final"
ronsonant sound, and before silent final t: avec [avek], cet [set]
fier [fjerr], jouct (swe] (but not in et); also before 11, iU: soleij
[saleij], abeille (aberj); further, in tu es [e], il est (ej.

Exceptions: Observe descendre Idesaidr], femme ffaml andadveAs in-«mment, eg prudemiient [pri'da^aT VV^K
M'orM-i^JiZr^'^) ?*"'- ""^y^ pronounced either w^^h
M '^" 5^®*

'f^?
'^ ^!^^' example egzaipl or egza.-plj dessert

Silent e. The letter e is silent in prose (1) at the cM of words-
rue [ry] donnde [done], place [plas], ai-je [erjl, table [cablj,
vendre [va:dr]; (2) within words after a vowel sound: gaieti
[gete], remercierons [romerair?]; (3) in the verb-endings -es
-«nt: tu donncs [dan], ils donnent [don], ils donnaient [done].'

n^^.^^-~^°
ordinary speech the (aj sound » usually slighted or wholly

IT^ '\T "'^""^'"^ consonantal combinations resulting therefrom

IZ^ '^'f
/' P'°"T'*'*' "•" '"'«l(«)'°°i'«"(e). ach(e)ter. mal,t(e)nant.

ani(e)ner; but mercredi, apercevant. lentement, etc.

like i in 'machine,' with energetic lip retraction .never Uke i in
city

) -Symbol [i]: lei [isij, vive [vi:v], vie [vi], U [il], ile [ilj,
lamulp [fami;j].

Exception: For i = [jl, see Semi-Vowels, below,

usually like o in 'not,' but with definite lip rounding- Symbol
oj: note [not] dot idot], fort [fo:r], robe [rob], 6cole [ekol], votre
[votr], ^toflFe [etof], omer [ome].

regularly like o in 'ocean,' but with much tenser lip rounding
and protrusion, as for whistling- Symbol [o]: c6t^ [kote], vfltrl
(vostr), bientdt [hjcto].

wo^^^'^S^fLf- L''^?^ r "" ^f ^"°'*' ^"'^ '° « ^^^ otherwords, mot [mo], nos [no], gros [gro]; rose [ro:z], chose [So:z],
I


