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Feminism: The other "F" word

FEMINISTS/ Not a bunch of angry women seeking revenge on all mankind.

by Liz A. Lautard

I am a feminist. There, I said it.
Shocked? Angry? Offended?
Amused? I would not be surprised
with any of your responses. I've
heard them all. Feminism has be-
come the other ‘F’ word. It causes
many of the same reactions the
four-letter “f” word does. Some

find it humorous, others, offensive
and shocking. The reaction all de-
pends on the situation it is being
used in and who is saying it.
Many people have a negative
and often nasty image of what a
feministis. According to those who
see feminists this way, they are
nothing but a bunch of militant,
angry women who hate men (al-
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though I do see why we, as femi-
nists, have a reason to be upset).
Feminists are, in reality, women
who seek equality between women
and men.

One thing that frustrates me are
women who say: “I’m not a femi-
nist but...” then proceed to state a
goal or desire feminists are fight-
ing for! The women who say this
have bought into society’s image
of feminists, that is , women caus-
ing trouble for the rest of us
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the growth of the person as well
as the profession.

Awards for excellence in teach-
ing are one recognition of those
efforts. May that trend continue.
May the university throughits pro-
fessors be stimulated to play a cru-
cial role in preparing students not
only for a good job, but also for a
meanmgful life.

(women). According to society,
feminists are responsible for eve-
rything from increases in the di-
vorce rate to society now being
unsafe, the reason why we can’t
walk the streets safely at night
anymore.

Women fear being labelled femi-
nists because it is an insult. Femi-
nists’ bad reputation prevents soli-
darity among women by pinning us
against each other. Unfortunately,
it is through solidarity that women
find their greatest strength.

Women should not feel the need
to apologize for those rights they
deserve that men already have, such
as equal pay, and living without the
fear of rape. Feminists have be-
come society’s scapegoat and pun-
ishment for those women who step
out of line. This keeps women from
speaking up against the injustices
from which they suffer, like sexual
harassment. So, because of soci-
ety’sintolerance for feminism, they
have made feminists responsible
for society’s problems. Conse-
quently, women either speak up
and face fierce opposition or keep
their mouths shut.
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Women fear being
labelled feminists
because it is an insult.

For those of us who do not keep
our mouths shut, we are faced with
various reactions. Some respond
positively and listen with interest,
while others however, tease or ridi-
cule us. As well, we are subjected
to their collection of sexist and de-
meaning jokes and comments, like
being told what the only thing a
woman is good for!...and I don’t
just hear this from obnoxious guys
in bars. No, I hear them from the
ordinary person on the street, class-
mates, and even my best friend!

You would think people would
give us (feminists) credit for the
flak we put up with. Didn’t anyone
ever tell them it takes all kinds of
people to make up our world, and
that it is this variety of points of
views that make life interesting? I
see my limit is almost up. So, the
next time you feel you’re not get-
ting the attention you deserve, say
the ‘F’ word! I guarantee immedi-
ate reaction!!
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