VDT visual si

by James Young
Canadian University Press
VANCOUVER (CUP) — If your
world looks rosier these days, you
may be experiencing “complimen-
tary chromatopsia,” a side effect of
your video display terminal.

And although the B.C. Workers’
Compensation Board has recently
classified the condition as an eve
injury, an occupational ophthamol-
ogist says it is really nothing to
worry about.

This summer the WCB ruled that
Margaret Lewis, a member of the
Canadian Union of Public Emplo-
yees, suffered an eye injury from
prolonged use of a video display
terminal.

Lewis, a secretary for the Delta
school board, began to see white
objects with a pinkish tinge after
using a green-screened monitor.

While the WCB refused Lewis’
original claim, the review board
said the effect fell within the
official definition of injury, which
includes ‘“any physiological

CUPE representative Doris Han-

son said she was delighted with the
ruling since there will now be a
record of the problem on file for
any future claims.

“We don’t know what the effects
of long term use of VDT’s will be,”
said Hanson.

“There could be slow deteriora-
tion of the eyes, but we don’t know
— unless there is a history some-
where, how can we prove it was the
VDT that did it?” she said.

But Ben Wilkinson, an occupa-
tional ophthamologist in Nanaimo
and vice-president of occupational
health for the B.C. Medical Associ-
ation, dismissed the effect as trivial
and temporary.

“It is like looking at a bright light
for along time and then complain-
ing of spots before the eyes,” he
said. “There are alot of subtle phys-
ical changes that are normal when
people are more anxious about an
activity.”

An article in the American Jour-
nal of Ophthamology estimates
approximately ten per cent of the
population may experience this
effect due to saturation of the eye’s
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green photo receptors. And a letter
to the New England Journal of
Medicine states it may last several
weeks.

While agreeing that terminal
users should report any eye com-
plaints, he disagrees with the union
recommendations that employees
have eye examinations before start-
ing work on computers and on a
yearly basis thereafter.

“Personally, I think this is finan-
cially wasteful for whoever ends up

eﬂects “normal”

paying for the examination,” he
said. “These eye examinations done
when there is no complaint are
inappropriate.”

Wilkinson said extensive research
has found no evidence of any harm-
ful radio-active emanations from
the monitors’ screens.

One side effect he has encoun-
tered, however, is a temporary
short-sightedness caused by a cram-
ping eye muscle after being focus-
ed at a fixed distance for some

ful on third

AIDS funding nixed

by Emma Sadgrove

A researcher at the University of
Alberta is hoping to receive funding
for an AIDS research project.

Dr. Colin Soskolne has been
turned down for funding for two
previous projects. Both were “lo-
oking at the potential impact of
education on limiting the spread of
the infection that can cause AIDS.”

The first of these projects was to
study the effects education could
have in Alberta. The second project
was confined to the Edmonton
area.

Soskolne said, “Education is the

-most important factor from a

primary prevention point of view.”

Since AIDS is a sexually trans-
mitted virus, Soskolne feels that
education toward “changed be-
havior, specifically safer sexual
behavior” would be effective in
limiting the spread of AIDS.

Soskolne is disappointed that his
project did not receive funding —
he feels that research of this type is
extremely important.

"It is regrettable that funding . ..
has not been given priority at this
early stage when education could
make a great potential impact on
the whole AIDS problem in Al-
berta,” he said.

Lois Hammond of Alberta Her-
itage Medical Funding said that

time.

Wilkinson said the real problems
with computers are ergonomic, or
those of adjusting the equipment
to users in the workplace.

“The first lesson with computers
should be how to adjust the chair,”
he said, who gave this advice to the
instructors at Nanaimo’s College.

Unfortunately, the chairs were
not adjustable.

researchers are usually "recruited
cooperatively with the university
because the people we fund work |8
in the university system.”

about projects are made by several [
people who are not in contact with
each other and are not just in
Alberta.

”Applicants have to pass certain |
standards of excellence,” said =
Hammond. In particular, they are =
judged on practicality of the ™
project.

Soskolne says that his is “the only &
proposal that is workable and§
scientifically defendable.”

He intends to pursue funding.
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Current volunteers and all interested persons are urged to attend a news
dept. meeting Wed., Oct. 15 at 4:00 pm in the Gateway office (rm. 282 SUB)
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RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:

—recruitment, maintenance, trammg, and evaluation of volunteer leaders
—making recommendations on seminar content and format to the

Advisory Board

—operation of weekend orientation seminars during the summer

—member of the Advisory Board

—assisting the Director with general program administration

Students’ Orientation Services (SORSE) is a large student volunteer-base orientation
programme. The position demands an interested, enthusiastic, and dedicated individual with a
flexible schedule. Candidates should also have strong public speaking skills and an ability to
work with volunteers. Experience with orientation is a definite asset, but not essential.

The term of office is approximately one year, part-time for the winter months and full-time over

the summer months.

The successful candidate must be registered in the equivalent of at least one full year course for
credit during the Winter Session, and must be a full Students’ Union member. Further

information may be obtained from the SORSE office.

A letter of application and a detailed resume should be submitted to:

Richard Toogood, Chairperson,
SORSE Selection Committee,

Room 2388,

Students’ Union Building.

Phone: 432-5319

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION: October 10, 1986 4:00 P.M.
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