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LONG VIGIL IN BE-LOW-ZRO VEATIER

These menI set seven day, on Dominion lOnd office steps, Calgary. waiting to file on homestead land$-

lE SORY 0F A LAND RUSH
n pANCçIS DICKIE

JRDAY morning, December 3Othi saw the

)se of the latest land rush at the Calgary

>minion land office,' and though the rush

Ls small it was one of the most turbulent in

C. And the prize for whicha the rush was

7er was tbree quarter sections of land about

.red and tbirty-five miles north-east ai Cal-,

well settled country right on the new line

.N. R.
'ehind this rush lies a star>' of humait

and human desire for revenge, for revenge

finaîlly satisfied, wheni one oi the first three

Iupon a part ai this coveted land.

last faîl an oId, aid mani waited eîght days

it long nights ta file upon a piece ai land

g that which was snapped up on Decemnber

1>' ta be beaten out of bis place at the last

by a ruse that was bath clever and cruel,

fair in that those in the registry office

~e only the'first man in.
.e night befare the land was ta be throwfl

t faîl two Young men slipped into the cor-

the land office. The land office is a part

ast-office building, and between the l'ours of

i the maorning and ten at night access cati

ta the land office by way of a passage froni

-office wîthout the necessity oi gaing around

the auter door before which the waiting
rs staad.

s jiust post-office clasing time wihen the two

Men slipped inta the corridor. Suddetiîy

Ppeared at the door of the land office a main

he waiting filers taak ta be the janitar.

id back," he said, "and let these tien ouit."

()Id mani that had waited eight long days

and wbo was the first in line and already had brigbt

visions of the land wbich was now xnOst certainly

bis, noved awvay a littie f romn the door and the wait-

ing line beblind, alsai tbinking that someone wanted

ta get ont of. tbe building, stepped back, toa. But

the nieti, two Ini number, who stepped f romn the port-

ais were not clerks, neither did the>' wish ta get out.

Quickly the>' stepped into the place that the old man

and the crowd behind had mnade for them and the

psueda janitar in the maritime had miade bis es-

cape. The Ild nian who had waited sai long and

patientl>' stood stunned. Sick at hieart he stood.

le kneýw it was not right that this which had just

bappened should be, but he was ver>' old and the

tinile when he could have fought and perhaps won

back bis place was long gane. Sa quietl>' he step-

pedý out of place and rnarked those long days of

waitiig dawii as a score to be wiped off at some

future date-
Trrue, there was other pieces of land ta be had,

pieces for whidi those behind binii wvere waîting, but

thîe oid inan had wanted but a certain one, that was

,why he had waited sa long, and aiter the first glance

at the m'en who had taken bis place he knew that

the>', too, wanited that bit.

This ail happened last f ail. But bei are the oId

mian left the cit>' le told bis lîttle tale ta two stal-

wart sons of the sil, and also told theni that soame
-a..'thie winter sanie adjoining land would

raited. It'was bitterly cold. For five days and
ights the thermometer stood ail the way f romi

ighteen ta thirty-four degrees below zero, but the

en were not daunted. The lure of the land, good,

ich land,' that is more valuable than gold, was in

rieir' veins. For four hours .at a time the mnen

vould stand waiting at the door, then ont of thern

v'as relieved by a bright-eyed girl of sixteen, his

rave littie sister. So there was always two of

hemn there at a tue. When the brother had

ested he relieved bis partner who, in bis turn, re-

ieved the girl. As, the time grew *shorter the

veather grew colder, and on the last night the two

nen stood guard witbaut relief. A huge blanket

bey fastened over the door and dropped it dowxi

ent-like, and with blanket and furs beneath and twa

burning lanternis, they kept reasonably warmn

;hrough the long nîght.
Tt was five o'clock on Saturday miorning, Iwo

hours before the door would open, when a haîf-

dozen stalwart men slipped araund the corner out

of the Jane from behind the post-office building, and

in a bunch rushed at the door guarded by the two

sleeping men. The blanket came down with a rend-

ing and tearing. The lanterns .were kicked out.

Dazed, cold, still balf-asleep, the two men who had

been on guard the last week, instinctively rose and

clutcbed for the door knob and latcb of the land

office door.
But the gang behind were not through yet. The

lure of the land was also in the veins of two of

t'hein, the rest were there for hire. A sharp strug-

gle ensued. The two men at the door hanging

desperately ta their places, striking with one hand

while with the other they held to the door. Four

narrow stone steps lead up to the door, and this

to a certain extent hampered the new corners,

Tt would probably have fared badly, however, with

the two men in front had not two strolîing police-

men, on night dut>', passing down their beat, turned

the corner and saw the struggling crowd. Tbey

knew the men first in line f rom constantl>' passing

them night after ight for the past week. Stirred

by a natural desire for fair play, and also desiring

peace, as became their positions, the twa policemen

butted in. The fighting ceased with the caming of

the law, and the rushers-in were for the minute

foiled.
At seven thirty the doors opened and the two

who bad waited long in the cold, -stepped first

tbrough. But the>' were still a long way froni filing

on the covetedproperty. This was only the first

step. The inner portais, the sanctumu sanctorium,

the registry office, does nat open until nine thirty.

So the line stood again iW the upper hallway. As

the tume for the inner door ta open grew near the

leaders of the early marning rush tried a last ruse.

If the twa men in front could anly be incited ta

fight there was yet a chance to gain first place that

mealt so much. With every insinuation and jeer

at their command the rushers tried ta move those

stolid two ahead of thern. But the goal was too

nçar naw. The land seekers in fr,,,t knew that to

retaliate now at this moment would be fatal, so

silent>' the>' took it ail. And at last the door

apened, an eternit>' it had seerned ta these waiters.

But nw the>' had reached the end of the rainbow

underneath which lay their pot of gold. Two quar-

ter sections of rich, virgin sail was no~w theirs.
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