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THE NORTHERN TRADE ROUTE

T HAT much-discussed question of a northern trade route to Liver-pool, via Hudson Bay, a twin of the successfui St. Lawrence
route, is receiving more attention. If its difficuities can be -overcome,
and.even a lîited use 'made 'possible,.Canada stands to gain a great
deai., There is littiewîsdom in the attitude taken by such men as
Mr. J. H. Plummer who, in a recent interview in London, condemned
the route as "comrnercialiy impracticable." This is only a relative
term. What is cominercially impracticable to-day is quite possible
to-morrow. No doubt there are great difficulties in the way. It has
been repeatedly deciared in the last century that the St. Lawrence
route was impracticable for fast vessels. Yet it looks as if the
experiences with the Empresses, the Victotian and the Virginian were
likely to iead to twenty-knot boats being put upon the Liverpool-
Montreal route. Aiready passengers from the United States are
taking the St. Lawrence route in preference to the New York route
and its freight trafflc is expanding with great rapidity.

There are several probiems to be solved before the Hudson Bay
route is a factor in Canadian transportation, but the probl'ems are
neither so niumerous nor so forbidding as they once were. It has been
proved that steel tramp steamers may safely essay Hudson Strait,
withouit the assistance of adequate charts or light-houses, for several
months in the year. It is but rea:sonable to conclude that further
experience, the improvements in the charting, and the building of
Iight-houses will extend the period of navigation in these never-frozen
waters.

The question of a suitable harbour is another probiem. Without
ice-breakers to keep the entrance and channel open, Churchill ig
possible only to November lst. A h'arbour on the west side of the
Nelson, near its mouth, may be feasibie. Last year, the Nelson did
flot freeze over above SeaI Island until January lOth, owing to the
rapidity of the current. Below Seal Island, which is more than 'twenty
miles from the mouth of the river, t'here is seldom or neyer a complete
freeze-over. The ýcurrent, the tide and the sait water prevent it. The
only features which present difficulty are the low, sheiving shore and
the enormous and constant sult depositing. Yet these are not
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Moose Jaw declares that the Opposition, "as in 1905,,wili take every
pains to see that the election is not stoien. T*hree years ago an armed
guard stood watch over the ballots at the city hall niglit and day for
two weeks. The same precaution will be taken this year."l How
low we have failen, when we cannot trust each other to preserve even
the sanctity of the ballot!1 Are we reaily any better thaný New York
or St. Petersburg?

Agaîn, the Opposition members from Ottawa are going about
the country talking of the "carnîval of graft," of "'fake and bogus
homnesteading," and accusing ail and sundryj members of the govern-
ment, past and present, with dishonorable conduct. In the Province
of Quebec, the Hon.,Jean,,Prevost, iately member of the Gouin
cabinet, is accusing the Premier of improper conduct and promises
to drive him out of public life within six months. In New Brunswick,
there has been a fairly successful effort to prove that leading ex-states-
men were guilty of -using public funds for private purposes.

The whole politicai panorama gives one the impression thatour political standards are extremely low and that tbhe language of
our public discussions has fallen to the same level. It would seemi
as if public honesty and integrity had Iargely vanished from our midst,
and that public discussion of political principies had been dispiaced
almost entirely by an exchange of Biiiingsgate language wvhich is
disgusting and debasing.

If some means are not adopted looking to better political condi-
tions, the resuit must be a stili further recession from public integrity
and public dignity. If ail our public men are to be caiied thieves,
then only thieves will remain in public life. Sureiy, it wouid b epossible on the part of publicists and journalists to raise the discussion
of political questions to a higher level by concerted action. Sureiy
aIso, tihere are enough strong, pure men in public life to make a distinct
effort to eliminate crookedness from electoral campaigns and depart-
mental administration. If Canada is to attain that greatness w'hich
seems to be awaiting her, there must be a speedy and radical change
in poitical conditions.
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