63 TRUDEAU

Railway Cone
Struction—

Contract No. 13.
On the 11th March Mr. Braun telegraphs to Mr. Charters:

« - Not hearing from you, and ample delay been atlowed, the Minister
as passed on to the next tender.”
Then comes the telegram of the 17th March, which I have read.

1008. T understand that you are reading from copies, not the original,
of this correspondence 7—Yes ; from copies.

1009, Who makes the next lowest tender ?—Mr. Taylor. Taylor next low-

1010. Can you explain why he did not get the contract ?—Mr. Teyloraban- =
Taylor, in a telegram to Mr. Braun, dated 15th March, says: doued contract.
‘ 8till confined to my bed. Will have to abandon contract.”

1011, Where is that from ?—Orillia.

1012, Do you know whether any deposit was made by these persons

te!_ldering at the time of tender ?—I will give the answer in a few
Minutes,

1013. Have you the original tender of Charters & Co. ?—Yes; I now
Produce it. (Hxhibit No. 37.)

1014. Have you the original tender of Mr. Taylor ?—Yes; I now
Produce it. (Exhibit No.38.)

1015. Attached to this tender of Mr. Charters is a short report from Fieming’s report.
:‘&‘(l‘. Fleming; please read it ?—“ Grading, contract Fort William to
« Ohebandowsn. Taylor is the next above Charters. If Mr. Smith has Referenceto Hon.
ot heard from the latter, I should say it would be advisable to pass 4-J. Smith.
Over him and enter into contract with Taylor. Do you approve?
“ Yours, &c.,
“S. FLEMING,”

1016. To whom is that addressed ?—It is not addressed to any one.

S 1017. Do you know for whom it was intended ? Who is the Mr.
Mith referred to ?—The pencil mark says « Hon. A. J. Smith.”

o 1018. 1o you know why he was named ?—Probabl because he was Conjectures of
f the same locality. Possibly the Minister of the Department may Yitnessasto,
Ve inquired of hif whether he was a competent and able man. A. J. Smith.
1019, This is a surmise ?—Yes ; & surmise absolutely.

1020, What is this pencil writing in the corner >—The pencil memo- Memorandum re-
thndllln in the corner is: “Mr. Smith will let me know in the course of 'ative toSmith.
is © day—Wedunesday.” It appears to be signed secretary—‘sec.” It

Prssibly a memorandum by Mr. Braun.

1021, This repor ing’ t th i Doe
. port of Mr. Fleming’s secems to suggest the passing on Does not know
fﬁ)Mn Taylor, providing Mr. Smith had not heard from Mr. Charters ; fasrins feom
o 8 understand why Mr. Smith’s hearing should be material 7—I do Charters should
ot . be material—Re-
» You must apply to Mr. Fleming. fers to Fleming.

0f1°22. Did either Cbarters & Co., or Mr. Taylor ask for any return
ang ®posit, on abandoning these tenders, that you know of ?—I will
Wer this question later.

1023, Attached to these tenders of Mr. Charters and of Mr. Taylor No claim made

are N v, ties
wh 3Pparently signatures of two sureties in each case. Do you know e ot

en th i . i uarantee that
Againgt oy declm.ed to tfzke the contract whether any claim was made guarantee that o
the sureties in either case ?7—These were sureties offered in case adnered to.



