GENERAL BROCK

men than their mere promise, and as it is intended
to give every possible latitude to their prejudices,
and to study in everything their convenience, it is
thought no regulation to that effect can operate to
diminish the number of voluntary offers. As you
have been the first to set such a laudable example,
Sir James thinks it but just that Berthier should
take the lead in any new project he may adopt, and
he desires me to ask your opinion in regard to the
following points.” Then followed the proposals of
government with regard to armns, clothing and pay,
and the rank of the officers,

Before the arrival of Sir James Craig, Brock
wrote that voluntary offers of service had been
made by numbers of the inhabitants to form
themselves into corps of cavalry, artillery and
infantry, at little or no expense to government if
they were furnished with arms, but these offers
had not been encouraged by President Dunn. The
fact was, as the minutes of council show, there
were no means at the disposal of the executive for
equipping, arming, and paying troops. The militia,
when embodied, were entitled to receive the same
pay and allowance as the king’s troops. The minute
of council reads:—“No funds for this purpose are
at the disposal of the civil government, but have
invariably been provided by the commander-in-
chief of the forces. The civil government is not by
law authorized to provide for the furnishing of
carts or horses for works as proposed.”
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