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the nation, who is the guarantee, takes no part in
the tranfadtion. It will not be thus with a National
Compa& which will confederate, in fome meafure,
two countries, one to the other, and who will, on
all great occafions, unite their interefts, and moft
powerful efforts.—Such a Compatt can alone bind
every individual to att by general confent, and pro-
duce an indiffoluble alliance, fupported by the un-

fthaken bafes of public faith.
~ Thefe obfervations are the refult of the invefliga-

tion of your Committee. — They comprehend three
points diftin¢t from each other, although indivifible,
as you may obferve. The developement of two
principles, which ought to be the bafis of your
political fyftem, a decifion which preferves a ufeful
alliance, by declaring to the King of Spain, that we
will fulfill our engagements; the demand of the
Pecree to diret your Committee to make fuch
modifications in the renewal of this alliance as cir-
cumftances may require. But this determination, if
adopted by you, neceffarily points to other meafures.
The maintenance of our alliance with Spain would
be illufory and vain, if, at the: fame time that we
gave all the ftrength of our influence to negotiations
for the repofe of a part of Europe, we negletted to
augment our armaments, in a fimilar proportion
to thofe of our neighbouring ftates. It is not merely
for the fake of our diftant poffeffions, and the wealth
they may contain, that obliges us to arm before the
moment of aggreffion—our commerce fhould be
guaranteed not only from real dangers, but the

apprehen-



