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circles of England should the tidings be cabled
over that the largest, and in fact the only
strictly commerecial electoral district in Canada
should find no more fitting representative than
a gronouncsd Land leaguer ? We may well ask,
what hag Montreal West done to bé branded
with such an odious stigma as this ?”’

Then on the 30th November, 1881, it saids

* If Mr. Doherty should be lucky enough to
get elected for Montreal West it would be an
enlivening piece of news to send to the
old countryto say that the greatest city in
British America had returned the president of
the Land league as & member of Parliament
The Land leaguers in Ireland would be greatly
encouraged and all the more, as Mr Doherty
is to go in if he can on. the Conservative
ticket They say the Conservatives and
Liberals are getting to be good friends at home,
and so0 it would be all right. But the soclety
for preventing cruelty to animals here would
have to 100k sharp, 28 after the election some
ot the Liberal cows might find themselves
-without their tails.” '

And, again, the evening organ of the Reform
party said :—

*'What would be the effect if 1t were cabled
over to Parneil in Kilmainham that the presi-
dent ofthe Land league has been elected as a
mglm’s)er of Parliament for the ecity of Mont-
real.
These are a few specimens of what has been
done in the past by the great Reform party, and
they show the great love which they bear to
the people whose votes they now seek to ob-
tain  We have been speaking here about an
execution, about one unfortunate man having
been hanged under a Conservative adminis-
tration, when that man was recommended to
mercy by the jury which tried hkim. One
would imegine from the outpourings on the
other side that nmo man eor woman had
.ever been executed in this country under
similar circumstances before. But, sir, I
find recorded in the 7True “Wailness, of 23rd
January, 1863, when the Reform parly was
in power, a case against that party—not of
the execution of one man, but of the execu-
tion of an unfortunate man and his wife,
who had been strongly recommended to the
‘mercy of the court; and that man and
his wife were both banged, despite the sirong re-
commendation of the jury and despite the
most urgent appeals made from all parties in
their favor. Let us read, Sir, a brief extract
from the paper I huve just mentioned. This
‘man wag named Aylward, and he had settled
with his wife in a township in the rear of the
eounty of Hastings. Their neighbor was a
man named Munro. The parties lived in
good fellowship until, unfortunately, some
hens belonging to Munro bad caused depreda-

tions in a wheat field belonging to Aylward.
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One thing brought on another, and three or
four days after this had taken place, one of
the hens belonging to Munro was shot by
Aylward; Munro and his son went to Ayl-
ward’s house to see him about it, they spoke
about the hen, and. were told; it might be
fodnd upon the land where it had committed
the depredation. Thkey went out together,
Avlward taking his gun ; a scuffle took place
between Aylward and Munro and hisson ; dur-
ing its progress the wife of Aylward came to
the assistance of her husband, a wound was
inflicted upon Munro which produced death
sometime after. This is how the True Wilness
narrated some of the facts :

“The husband and wife were Irish Catholics,
both young and much attached to each other.
The man was 268 years of age, of medium gize
but strong and robust, of intelligent cast of
feature,—and, like the generality of his coun-
trymen, capable of displaying’ strong friend-
ship, but easily estranged by unkindness or
acts of selfishness. Mrs. Alyward had & very
youthful appearance, asd did not look to be
more than 18 or 19 years of age, although
some two Or three years older. She was con-
sidered to possess more than the ordinary
share of beauty, and was of light and elastic
figure. Any gerson who visited their home
cou'd not but be struck with the neatpess and
cleanliness with which everything about it
was kept, and which gave an air of comfort
and cheerfulness to their humble home. At
the time of herideath she wus the mother of
three small childien, girls, the youngest an
infant at the breast..”

Chief Justice Draper presided at the trial;
the jury found a verdict of guilty, accompan-
ied with a strong recommendation te mercy,
and says the paper :—

¢ And now comes the apphication to the Exe-
cutive for a commutation of the sentence. The
petition was prepared by Mr. Finn, the Fnu—
oner’s attorney, and was signed by all the lead-
ing inhabitants of the county of Hasiings, by
high and low, by rich and poor. There no
distine'ion of rank or class or creed, the
Orangemen of the county being the foremost
on the pefition. In tact, everyonefelt, with the
exception of the Grit M.P.P., that their lives
ought to be spared. The Grit Government re-
tused the petition. Everyone thought they
should not he executed, and a respite of one
month was asked, All of no avail, they were
hanged by the neck until dead, on the morning
of the feast of the Immaculate Conception.”

That, sir, is a statement of the facts as they
happened under a Reform Government. And
the Reform party now appeals to the people
of the country—to the French Canadians and
Irish Catholics—and says that the execution
of Riel was an outrage, that it was a brutal
murder—that it was a judicial murder. Bat
what did they say when this poor unfortunate
Aylward and his young wife were both
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