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faid, No great Number.—And being. afked, What Proportion-of
Fithermen and Seamen now go from Poole? he faid, He belicves
about a Fourth Part of the Trade to Newfoundland.——And, being
afked, Whether any Number of Paffengers go from and return to
Poole Annually ? he faid, A great many ; fome Concerns carry out
nearly the Whole, 2nd return with them every Autumn, and it is

. the With of the Generality of the Merchants to keep no morc Men

in the Ifland of Newfoundland than, the Intereft of their particular
Concerns and Employments require ; and {o far from its being the
Defire of the Merchants to incline at. all to make that Fithery -
more 2 Refidence than can be avoided, their Diftrefles arifing from
a great Number of Families already on the Ifland, and which are
Daily increafing, calls for the Intervention and Affifiance of the

_ Government of this Country to prevent it, and bring them Home;

there are few Merchants from the Town of Poole who do net do
it Annually.—And being afked, What Quantity of the Fifh ex-
ported from Newfoundland by the Poole Merchants is caught by
the Refident Fithermen? he faid, In anfwering that Queftion it
was neceflary to obferve, that though  the Principal may be
.deemed 2 Refident, yet his being fupplied with. Men, Pro-
vifions, ‘Cloathing, and Implements for the Fithery, by the

_ Merchant from Great Britain, it can fcarcely be. allowed, .
.or ought to fall under -the Denomination of a Refident; the

Quantity of Fifh or Oil caught by the Refidents firitly con- .
fined, and otherwife than the Defcription of Men of thofe
he bad defcribed, is véry trifling indeed, compared with ‘the
Whole—And being afked, Whether the Fifh. fo exported
is all caught by Fifhermen carried’ from and returning to
Great Britain Annually? he faid, Certainly not, for the Reafons
which he has before given.—And being afked, Whether it was
not the ufuul Cuftom of the Poole Merchants to buy Fith of the
Refidents of Newfoundland ? he faid, It was not, unlefs the
Committee included the Defcription of People that he had men~

_tioned to be Refidents.—And being afked, If a great Capital was
- neceffary to carry on the Bye Boat Fithery from England? he

faid, Certainly not.—And ‘being afked, Whether the Produce of
the Seal Fifhery pays the fame Cuftoms as Fith and Oil at New-
foundland ? he faid, He-does not know.—And being afked, What

js the Amount of Fees paid by him Annually to the Cuftom

Houfe at Newfoundland ? he faid, He does not exattly know, but

he fhould fuppofe about Fifty or Sixty Pounds, and at the fame
Time nearly the Whole ‘of his' Ships go properly qualified with .
Fithing Certificates from Great Britain and Ireland; and that the

Fees for the Generality of Veflels he computes to be from Four
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