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CANADIAN COURIER

THREE LEADING CAPITALISIS AND IHEIR GAME 0F CARDS.
T HREE of Montreal's big financial men who are great friends are ail veryfond of different gameis of cards. They are Sir William Van Horne,Senator L. P. Forget, and Sir Thomas Shaughnessy.

Sir William, when with bis rnost intimate friends, always dearly likes tohave a littie gam;e of poker and there are many stories of the many games hiehas had with Mr. James Ross, the president of the Dominion Coal Company,who is another fiend at the game. At first sight there would not seem ta beanytIhing that affords Sir William as much pleasure as to beat bis friend Ross,but then Mr. Ross is also always keen on beating Sir William and front therecords available, he generally manages to do so.Senator L. J. Forget is a bridge whist enthusiast. The Senator's Montrealhome is situated right next to the Mount Royal Club on Sherbrooke Streetand when any trio of keen players are anxious to get a fourth who wîll bejust as keen as themnselves, they telephone the Senator and ask himt if hiewould oblige themn by playing a rubber or two.
Sir Thomas Shaughnessy, when seeking a littie relaxation seems to takea lot of fun out of a game of Patience, lie plays quite a lot, especially athome after dinner in the evening. One habit they ail three have in conimon,especially when playîng cards, is smoking cigars, and one of their friendsonce remarked to me that they would likely play cards stili more only theyknew they would smoke a great deal too much.

BIGGEST CHEQUES ISSUED IN CANADA.
WH lEN the Dominion Coal Company recently issued its cheque for $2,750,-ooo on the Bank of Montrçal to the Dominion Iron and Steel Companyini part payment of damages for breaking the old 99 year coal contract, thecheque was the largest that ever passed bctween any two Canadian industrialconcerris. There arc flot mnany Canad;an companies that could convenientlyget a marked cheque for such an amourit, but then most of the money the CoalCompany gave the Steel Company had been receivcd from the Steel Coihpanyas cxcess price for coal and the money had been kcpt in a special account pend-ing the final decisiin of the Privy Courncil.

To the Caniadian Pacifie Railway goes the honour of haviîig drawn thelargest cheque that has ever passcd through a Canadian banik, and ît wasdrawn on the Bank of Montreal in favour of the Qucbec Government for$7,oooooo and was in payment of certain lines of railways.It is seldom that cheques for more than a $i,ooo,ooo go through any ofaur baniks, the only occasion beîng when sorie particularly large deal is putthrouîgh, such as when the old Royal Electrie crowd of Montreal purchasedthe Lachine Hydrauhc and Light Comnpany. Every six months the CanadianPacific puts in a cheque for over $4,ooo,ooo at the Bank of Montreal to pro-vide for the payment of the half yearly dividends on the stock.

CAPITALIST'S AIM AT VAST ACHIEVEMENTS.
T 1E intercst sorte of the leading capitalists take in their corporations was

Ui recently describcd lby "Jere" Hutchins, the president of the Detroitwitd Railway. In discussing the Canadian Pacific Railway projeet one daywihme Mr. Hutchins expressed the opinion that Sir William Van Horneand bis associates in concerning and carrying out the construction of ethe bigCanadian Railway had donc an even greater thing for the world than niostof the notable men of early generations. Hie would evea say that the worldwas benefited more by their work than that of the manyr generals the worldnlow looks upon as its great men, flot even excluding Alexander nor Napoleon.In a smaller way, Mr. Hutchins said hie was trying ta eiffect j ust asimportanlt a work in building up a systemi of urban and intemurban tractionlines in Detroit and the variaus towns surrounding it for a distance of closeto a hundred miles. It would mean that thousands of families would be ableta take advantage of the transportation facilities and enjoy the luxury ofhaving country houses, while ail the time the> commnunity becomning a largerand a more intirnate one. To the outsider it would bec a 'natter of sorte sur-prise to set the continuied interest leading officiais take in the corporations inwhich thiey are interested,

BOUGHIT FOR $io,ooa;, WON'T SELL FOR $ioo,ooo.
- NE of Monitreai's leading and richeat capitalists has just purchased what

- fai believed to be the only oil painting of the late Sir John Macdon aldpainted fromi life. The capitalist knew Sir John intimnately and haolds theopinion that he was, just about tht greatest mani Canada ever had. It iS un-dlerstood lie paid fin the neighibourhood of $io,ooo for tht painting, but hie nowsays $ioo,ooo will flot buy it.
The capitalist, it is almost needless ta say' is oie of the group that miadea fortune out of the C. P'. R. and they are ail great believers in Sir John A.,because without bis assistance the rad would have gaie into liquidation.

DAYS WHEN THEY SOLI) BANK STO)CKS SHTORT.
.NEARLY ail the aider memnbers of the Montreal Stock Exchange have keptthe books they uised to take with them an the floor of tht Exchange inthe early seventies in which ta reg-ister tht sales and quotations of stocks.Nowadays nione of the younge r members have anything but saui memt-orandum books, but a fcw of the aIder memnbers still k Cep up the customt ofcarryrng their large Iedgers under their inn.

The other day 1 came across a book b<longing to one of the Ieading andoldest members of the Exchange bearing the date 1875.
Frani the list ai transactions it was easily seen thît tht batik stocks weregreat things in those days, and when I asked tht reason the member statedthat ini those days it was nat a criminal affence to seli batik stock short as it isto-day, and it was naot an uncomman thing to find a trader going short evenof several hundred shares af Bank of ntreal stock. Amnoîg the hankquatations I iound sotie that bave since daubled in price. Here are some ofthm: Banik of Mantreal, 179, naW 255; Molsans Banik, i0, 710w around210; Merchants Bank, 94, now 170; Bank of Commerce, 126, now arouîndt84. Many of the leading firms of those days are still ini existence, althoughi many instances there are no members of the original familles iii themn.A>nong the famillar nanmes ta be seen were Forget, Strathy, Wilson, Mac-daugali, Bumnett, Moat, Scott, Oswald.
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