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and the nécessity for taking it in one dayno

longer existed, though all enquiries had re- |

ference to the same hour, The de facto
principle gives to each locality the fransient
residents who may be in it on the census
day. The de jure principle gives to.each
the persons who make it their permanent
domicile, contribute to its taxation, pay
customs and excise duties in it, take back
the fruits of their wanderings to it, vote in it.
The de facto principle obtains in the census
systems of northern Europe; the de jure
principle among the Latin peoples of the
Mediterranean basin. Where the Teuton,
with his Common Law ideas rules, and what-
ever is most practical is best, the census Ze
Jaclo is in favour. Where the descendants of
the Roman, and inheritors of the Roman
Lav are dominant, and whatever is logical
and theoretically right is sought to be car-
ried out, the census de jure is thought pre-
ferable. In Canada, the Minister who is
responsible for the recent census is a law-
yer of the Province of Quebec, learned in
the Roman jurisprudence, which there mys-
tifies the unwary litigant. The Deputy-
Head of his Department, who aided him, is
a French Canadian, pur sang. It is not un-
likely that the disappointment felt in On-
tario and New Brunswick at the results ar-
rived at, may lead to a greater dislike to the
system than it deserves. But there is no
reason why the enumeration should not be
taken both of the de facfo and the de jure
populations, at the same time, and the one
would be a useful check upon the other.
One of the evils of the length of time
which is now allowed to elapse between the
census-taking and the publication of results,
is the difficulty of testing their accuracy
when impugned. Some of the most active
of our cities, towns and villages, surprised at
the smallness of the figures given them, are
repudiating them with indignation. If they
had been announced a month after the cen-
sus, as they might have been, at least approxi-
mately, by a simple change of method, steps

to prove or disprove them could have been:
atonce taken. Butnow,a year has well-nigh
lapsed, and the value of the comparison given
by partial checks is lessened. Most of the
checks, however, which have been applied
have shewn the census figures to be an under
statement, as indeed from the nature of the
de jure principle applied by untrained men,
they are pretty sure to be. To what extent, it
is hard to say. As the system is foreign to
the genius of the people of Ontario, while it -
is cognate to that of the people of Quebec,
as moreover the care with which Ontario
enumerators do their work is always less:
than that bestowed by those of the sister
Province, it is probable that Ontario suffers:
most : possibly to the extent of 7 or 8 per
gent. Quebec, however, must also suffer.
But it seems scarcely possible that anygreater
proportion than six or seven per cent. of the
grand total can have been left uncounted, and
it is certainly untrue that designed injustice
has been done to any Province, the moral
character of the officials concerned is too
high ; so that, if there has been any sectional
inequality in the application of the de jure
principle, it follows from casual circumstan-
ces, rather than from intention. We will in-
stance one: Nova Scotia has had a registra-
tion system in operation for some years, more
or less efficiently, and the gentleman who has-
had charge of it has been attached to the cen-
sus staff. Hence, thatProvince has in all like-
lihood the most complete enumeration, and
consequently gains. The other FProvinces
have not had this great advantage. Itis, how-
ever, the smallness of the total rather than
the relative proportion of the parts which is-
disappointing to the true patriot, and if five
per cent. of the population of Quebec has.
been omitted, and eight of that of New
Brunswick and Ontario, the additional three-
hundred thousand, which it is thought a cor-
rect enumeration would allot to us, would
make this total more respectable.

Correct or incorrect, however, the census.
figures give some useful indications of socizl



