THE PRESBYTERIAN.

Every intelligent and discriminating tra-
veller is struck with the difference between
the appearance and character, say, of the
French priest and of the Irish priest. The
former are self-satisfied, happy and content-
cd; for one reason, cvidently because they
feel that ther are at home, and that they
are at one witn hoth the government and
the people ; whilst the latter as a class are,
as they at least show themselves to the
world, sullen, silent, unhappy and discon-
tented-looking, and no doubt the secret
of this is that they brood over the fact
that as a body of churchmen they have
been disinherited, whilst still, unlike their
co-religionistsin England and Scotland, fur-
nishing the religicus training of the great
body of the people.
tion of the difficulty would be to do what
was done in this country in 1353. reduce
all denominations to an equality, by disen-
dowing all, securing the life rights of the
incumbents for the time being.

There are two dangers to be apprehended
in conuoection with this sugzestion : first,
Protestantism might utterly disappear. We
have no fear of such 2 result. At first, the
present loyal portion of the population
might feel agerieved at such legislation,
but if the present incumbents are secured
in their rights that will go far towards re-
conciling them to the privations to be en-
dured by their successors, as it did n the
parallel case in Canada; and if the clergy
acquiesce in the measures, the laity will
soen also accept the situation and be satis-

fied. We caunnot belicve that 693,357 Epis- ;

copalians, 523.201 Presbyterians, 45.399
Mecthodists, and 31,736 of other minor seets,
cspeciaily when two-thirds of the landed in-
terests of the country lic in the hands of
their adherents, could be swallowed up bs
popery, although the Es .blished Church of
Ireland were abolished to-morros.

Another danger foreshadowed in many of

Perhaps the best solu-
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the able speeches madeon the subjeet, both
! in and out of parliament, isthat such a mea-
. sure would be only a certain precursor of
the dis-establishment of the Churches of
England and Scotland. But surely this
would not of necessity follow. 'The cases
are not at all analagous. The Irish Church
does not represent a ninth part ef the popu-
lation of the country, and not much mtore
than half of cven the Protestantism of the
country; whilst it is ostensibly arrayed
against the opinions and feelings of 4,505,
263, or more than threc-fourths of the en-
tire population. But this order of things
- is exactly reversed in regard of both Eng-
land and Scotland. At least two-thirds of
the people of England profess adherence to
the Kstablished Church of England, whilst
at least three-fifths of the people of Scot-
. land are attached to the Church therein es-
tablished. And there is this further dif-
ference in recard to both as compared with
Ircland, that by far the majority of those dis-
. senting from them are like themselves Pro-
: testant, and distinguished by no important
| doctrinal or practical differences to array
i them in hostility agaiust these churches.
: Particularly is this the case as regards
. Scotland, in which the Established Church
- virtually represents at least nine-tenths of
: the people, although many of them decline
, her communion on surprisingly slender
, grounds.  If, then, the priveiple on which
. churches arc to be established, is that they
« represent not only the truth in its grand
|

features, as this commends itself to the go-

vernments which establish them, but alss

. the particular bearings and opinions of the

+ people among whom they are set up, aswas
done in the case of Scotland at the revelu-
tion settlement, the Church of both Ene-
laud and Scotland has yet a good chance
for a long lease of existence. even though
the Church of Ireland should have her doors
closed within a year.

Lefos of our Chureh.

PRESBYTERY OF TCRONTO.

The quarterly meeting of this P esbytery took
place in St. Andrew’s Church, Toronto on Tues-
day, the 21st July. The attendance of mem-
bers was large—nearly all the ministers being
present. There was also a fairattendance of el-
ders considering the preseat demands on the
time of the farming population, to which class
of the community so maay of that body belong.

Among other 1tems of business the Presby-
tery disposed of the Bowmanville case—sus

taining the wew call to Mr. Spenser, and ap-

pointing his induction to the charge of the con-
' gregation of Darlington to take place on the
! 3th August, Rev. Walter R. Ross, to preach
' and preside, and the Rev. W. Clcland, to ad-
¢ dress the minister and people on tbeir respec-
i tive duties and responsibilities.
It was gratifsing to find that this call was
! more numerously signed than the former one,
! and was accompanied by a guaranice for the
i payment of o larger stipend  Ian these circom-
i stances the Presbrtery had no difficulty in sus-
taining the call.



