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‘THE JESUIT DEBATE IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS.

The progress of the g-eat debute in the House of Commons on the Jesuit Questivn proves thut the hieart of the country 1s
stiil true and sound, an{ that its moral fibre is still firm.  On the assembling of the House vnFuesday, after routine business,
Col. O'Brien opened the debate by moving the following resolution :-—

“That un humble address be presented to His Excellency the Governor-Guneral setting forth . Ist, That this House regards
the power of disallowing Acts of the Legislative Assemblies of the Provinces vested in s Kacellency-in-Counel as a
prerogative essential to the national existence of the Dominion.  2nd, That this great power, whilv it shuuld uever be wautonly
exerciged, should be fearlessly used for the protection of the rights of the minority fur the prescivation of the fundamental
prineiples of the constitution, and for safeguarding the general iuterests of the people.  8rd, ‘That 1 the opunon of this House
the pussage of the Act by the Legislature of the Provinee of Quebec ecutitled * A Act respecting the Jesuits Bstates " 15
beyond the power of that Legislature ; firstly, because it endows from the public funnds a religivus orgamzation, thereby
violating the unwritten, but undoubted constitutional principle of the complete separation of Church and State, und of the
absolute equalivy of all denominations before the law ; sccondly, because it recognizes tho usurpuuon of a right by  foreign
authority, namely, His Holiness the Pope of Rome, to cluim that lis consent wus necessary to cinpower the Provineial Legis.
lnture to dispose of u portion of the public domain, and also because the Act is made to depend upon the will, sud the
appropriation thereby made is subjeci to the coutrol, of the same authority , aud thirdly, beeause the endowinent of the
Society of Jesus, an alien, and secret, and politico-religious body, the expulsivn of which from every Chnistinn cotmumty
wherein it has had a footing has been rendered nucessary by its intolerant and tischivvous intormeddling with the functions
of civil government, is fraught with danger to the civil and religious liberties of the peopleof Caunda, and this Housu there-
fore prays that is Excellency will be graciously pleased to disallow the said Act.”

Cal. O'Brien introduced his resolution in a fairly moderate speech.  He was followed by Mr. Rykert, whose speccht was the
first surprise of the debate. We are only uble to present our readers this week with the speeches of Mr. Rykert and Mr,
Colby, the Deputy Speaker, —the latter pronounced to have been one of the most brilliant and cluquent dehivered m the
Commons since Confederation. Even at the early stage of the debute at which these speeches were fisushed, the crushing
defeat of the [ wty of bigotry was plainly apparent. Full reports of the speeches of Sir John Thompson, Mr. Mulock, S
John Macedonald and Mr. Laurier will be publishedin our next number.  As we writs the debute is progressing, but this much
is certain : that the wretched, fanatical and wpatriotic element which would plunge us intv a war of rchygions i Canada,
will never have received more tremendous rebuke than will be its when, in a fow hours, the peuple of Canada, through thew
Parlinment, pronounce on tho subject. = With the single exception of Mr. 13" Alton Mc¢Carthy, Col. O Brien’s motion has been
supported by not one member of any réputation or weight, or of even mediocre abilities.  Mr. McCarthy s speech itself was
not worthy that gentleman. 1t was, in fact, most ineffective ; false in its facts, and unfair iu its statements,- -as witness, hiy
use of the Quarterly article without any consecutiveness of reasoning or of argument, built, and very imperfectly too, upon
the Mail's and Professor Goldwin Smith's articles, his speech was at best a tnifling piece of small pleading, and was utterly
demolished by the Minister of Justico who followed him. Tuk Review s in & position to state that Col. O Brien’s wotion
will find in the Honse not more than 20 supporters. There are known to be only 8 Conservative = bolters,”  Among these
are the two Toronto members, Messrs. Denison and Cockburn, who will subanit to the dictation of the Toronto rowdies who
composed the mob which smashed the windows in the Catholic Churdlies of this city a week ago.  In the case of Mr. Denison
he will expiate his offence when he seeks re election.  He has chosen to disrugard the opimons aud wishes of Ins Cutholie
supporters ; and Tue Revirw is in a position to antounce that at the next generad clection it may be West Toronto will be
contested by o Uatholic Conservative gentleman. It only remuins for us to add that the lenders of buth partues, the Premner,
and Mr. Laurier, have acted with great firmnesg andag men of principle and of patriotistn, and that the high and honourable
example they have shown will live for long in the public life of the nation, and will give them an additional clann to the
gratitude of all who truly love, and look forward to the coming greatness of the country.

Col. O’Brien’ motion has been defeated by a majority of 175 votes for the Government, only 183 members supporting t.

MR, RYKERT'S SPEECH. portion of our community. \We see the public press of Ontario

day after day endeavouring to fire the public mind, and I am

1 entirely dissent from the proposition of the hon. gentle-
man that the great majority of the people of this country are
in favour of disallowance. The hon. gentlemun has arnived
at the conclusion, from what source I cannot tell, unless it be
from alie public press, but I will venture to assert that of the
Provineg of Outario were appealed to to-day without prejudice
or religious bigotry, the vast majority wounld dissent from the
proposition of the hon. gentlenan.  We are told that certan
religious bodies are in favour of disullowance, aud we are
threatened by certdin papers with decapitation and expulsion
from public life by a certain organization 1if we declare this
Act to be constitutional. 1 lhave heard 1t said that no Orange-
man can stand upon the floor of Parhament and speak m
favour of the allowuance of the Jesuits’ Bill; but I am oue
who speaks as an Orangeman, and I say that I am complying
with the tenets of the Order in supporting the Government
upon this question. It is one of the first principles of the

_~~Ofinga Order-there there should be civil and religious liberty.

I may incur the lostility of a large portion of the people of
the Province of Ontario, bat I hiave on another occasion had
an opportunity of facing publi¢ opinion, and I think the public
fully understands the question. I say that I am not prepared
to join in this unholy alliance against the Roman Catholics.
1 ain not, prepared to join in a crusade entered upon by a sec-
tion ¢of the people in Ontario against the faith of a large pro-

happy to say the mosement has not originated from the
Orange Order, but only from a certain cluss of peuple who
are redolved to drive the Pope and Pupery from this country,
and this seems to be their sole object and i, T awn familiar
with the history of the past in this countyy, aund T am funilar
with what took place in Canada provious to Confulderation.
The cry then was that the Protestauts were being subjected
to the domination of their Reman Cathulic fullow wountrymen.
Is it now to be said, after 21 years of uaistence, that we are
to be found fighting against a large body of the people of the
country and stand in the way of the prugicss of Confedoration ?
No: we huve done what we can to promote guud fecling on
this continent. (Ministerial cheers.)

1 would like to huow if we are to be musled by twy hon,
friend from Mushoha and array the Protestants agamst the
Catholics. If the Catholics would drive ¢very Protestant from
the Province of Quebee, 1 would not blamme them for that.
They would be justified in so doing if the Protestants
attempted to drive them from the Province of Untario. 1 say
that it is an attempt on the part of o certain portion of the
press of Ontiario, not toassist the Prostant nunornity in Lower
Canada, but over the heads of the Jesuits w attack the Roman
Catbolic faith. Iam not here to-day to defend or attack the
Jesuits or to speak of their past lustory. I willdiscuss the



