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1ICH WAR
5 CONDUCTED

. H. Pullen Home from
Salisbury Plain-=Went
rses--Dr. Johnston De-

B

Ronald McAvity andy

en, and All Were Well.

urgeon, and James H, Pullen have just
rge of one of the ship loads of horses
arr interesting story of their ifipres-
and incidentally of the St. Joha sol-
ugh voyage for.the first half,” said
s shipped, five died from different
bs through accident in kicking about
trip made, I understand, one veterin.
only four losses.” ' o
d to divulge the name of the port
nature of a war office secret, but he
and the quiet, businesslike manner
conducted. There is no fuss\or con«
the war office and its thousands of
at work had been there with life-long

to an officer of the war office on the
a sheet already prepared. -When this
d. No soomer said than the complete

thoroughness that rapid inspection

ith a specialist’s quick eye. Then at

another officer came alongside and
*You will report to Major So and So,
n,’

ston, “quietly at work all seady for
known, I fancy, beforehand; for every-
few moments’ waiting, - There was no
to me that they kuew -everything
rtation to London and a pass for the
to report.
war office, Upstairs in one of the
I was told, all without difficulty or
d from me I was asked if 1 was Dr.
lied “Yes,’ I was given a form to fil,
irs to a department to get the check,
doing it all' ry fife. Nobody seemed
ste,
the whole of my trip in charge of
my name to a documegt-once. All
but personal inspection by their own
done, S
was a wonder to me. It seems the
¥. They ate calm and going on with

%

e

find 4 day to run down to Salishury
an contingent” He.was. accompanied
1d McAvity and he put them on the
cers, but many of them could not be
e visitors got to theirtqunteudhcy
s Gutheié and Smith, and Lieutenant
St. John were in excellent health,
though he had complained of cold
fed “huts,” and were all hankering to
ole of the winter had been wery wet
wettest English winter for thirty
was very bad, as heavy transpasts wete
p of the thousands of men made it

e Plain, I was told, so it was not easy
. Canadian contingent _Wwas_just ofie-
the St. Joha boys, were well and
ed to be remembered to evetryone they
er saw men [ooking better then they did

DAVID W, SIMPSON:

New Police Chief for St, John, 'Chief
impson at present does not wear &

oustache,
Vi

Why Tommy Atkins?
(New York Evening Post.)

What is ‘the origin of “Tommy At -
kins”? According to-one theoty, it g‘
originally an invention for filling "'J,
blank on an_official form, like John Doe
and Richard Roe. Another explains it
with more/circumstance, When Luck-
mow rose and all Buropeéans were or-
dered to the Resideney, a private named
Thomas Atkins, of the Thirty-second
Regiment, refused to;deave his sentry =
duty, and was killed; " His fame spread
throughout India, so that all deeds of
particular daring during - the Muting
lWwere compared to his, and all heroes ke
ened to him. The ‘picture remembered
by a correspondent of the ILondom
Sphere, in dn old “Robinson ~ Crusoe?
second part, of a naked soldier named
fThomas Atkins, who was killed by Tar-

tars, does nol seem a likely basis for the
mwysterious /xppelln,il n, ¥
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Wat-

What W, G.

y Soil.

(Tomnto Globe.)

“FEven though the earth lic waste and
harren, it may still declare itself; since
4 soil productive of beautiful wild fruits
can by careful tending be made to yield
fruits, of the cultivated kind, as beau~

tiful.” \

consumer. Until frost comes the apples]
are carried in bushel boxes, and during

ronto, Mr. Watson and his sons feel the | 4
need of a good lake shore roadway and _cle:
are ready to ‘sdmit that such ‘a road |stife
‘would be ‘a big factor in eclosing_fhe/| #uthor of - v
[chasm existing between producer ‘gnd{. .= e e A
- At the moment of writing there are

} So wrote Xenophon,\ some 400 yeats
lefore the commencement of the Chris-
tian era.  Not 5o, say many modern
tillers of the soil who have since arisen
«nd who know not Xenophon. But the
versatile. Greek, even' at this late day,
Las his followers in the belief that soil
<o fertile as to produte weeds in abund-
»nce may be made to. produce, instéad,
. desirable plant or ‘¢rop.. Now ' and
then one runs.across a man: who follows
the Greek philosopher; such was recent-
Iy my good fortune. ~

Weed Land Is Good Land.

Driving through thé southern garden
area of the county of Peel in company
with District -Representative Carrell, 1
called upon one of the most successful
orchardists of the distriet, W. G. Wat-
son, of Dixie.  .Some time before my
visit I had been told that, years back,
Mr. Watson had taken under his con-
trol what my informant described as
“one of the poorest, most barren bits of
land in the county of Peel.” In the in-
terval of over thirty years a-marvellous
change had. been wrought. The weed-
blanketed stretch of sandy loam  was
clothed with a prefuse growth of money-
making vegetation; heavily-laden cherry
trees bordered the edge, 'eoin and small
vegetables gave abundant promise, while
currants - and gooseberries so burdened
their supporting bushes that they seem-
¢d ‘to have grown in very heaps upon
the warm," well-nourished soil. .

This, I remembered, had been pret
good weed-land. . On a. hint, Mr, Wal-
son gave us a bit of his farm manage-
ment catechism, “Show ‘me any ground
that will grow weeds, and T'll show you
ground that will grow good crops,” he
said. “It reminds me of & friend who
once consulted me about the condition}
of his crop on certain fields. After look-
ing it over, I said to him: *You have a
splendid ' erop;’ but' you’re ‘growing the
wrong stuff’ There’s no use talking:
soil that will produce weeds so-high will
produce any other crop equally well”
Those who foubt this dictum had bet-
ter take a trip to Silver Birch Fruit'
Farm and see how the owner hag dis«
placed chickweed with berry bushes and
garden truck. g

About Twelve Actes of Apples.
Mr. Watson, along with three of his

practice supre

ruching of weeds,

son.

—1I don’t ¢are how

the ‘winter in barrels. - .
Mr, Watson’s trade is entirely with
retail dealers in the west end of the
city.' Years of ‘careful culture have giv-
en him more than a local reputation as
an orchardist and gardener, and most
of his produce is' as good as
paid-for before it is loaded on
gon.  This “steady” trade with certain
dealers. would seem to be the best step | tr
toward
ing

the establishment

Even

boys, one of whom is married and living {splendid cever-crop.”

near his father, farms a block‘of 85
acres, situated within a few miles of
Pert Credit, and a short distance north
of the Lake Shore road. For the most
part, the soil is light and sandy, with a
desirable loamy addition that makes! it
inveluable for- garden or orchard use;
Located at different points on the block,
according ‘to the plantings at variou$
times, are the apple orchards, compris=
ing in-all an area of 11, acres now in
full bearing. Realizing the possibilities
of the county of Peel as an apple-pro-
ducing district, Mr. Watson and his boys
are looking to the future and have under
way a young orchard covering about 35
acres.  The preater part of this area is
planted with apple trees. P

Heavy Manuring Pays, R
Needless to say the light soil ito
eral on the farm Yeq W’tﬁ
responds to heavy
obtained in Toronto by
i -generously- applied. '
Mr.. Watson h

relations between those who produce
and those who buy. &

How to Retain Moisture.

In walking over the splendidly-kept
farm one could not but be struck with
the degree of excellence attained in its
cultivation.”. No matter where one stood,
rows of vegetables radiated in unbroken:
regularity to the far fence-lines, and be-
tween the rows the ground was as clean
as screened sand. Look where you would,
not & solitary weed of any description
was to be seen.  Cultivation, with Mr.
‘Watson, is it seems; the primal rule, the
mely essential to. profitable
growth, In the orchard the same won-|
derful effect was visible, a level, dark,
loamy surface, from ~which the i tree
trunks rose abruptly, with no surface
as is often the case.
“We cultivate the orchard until about
the first week in July,” said Mr. Wat-
“Keeping the soil stirred up con-
tinually - often “Theans the difference be-
tween success and failure; Does it work?
Say, come here any time in the summer
dry the time may be
—and ,if you scratch away a little on the |
surface, you will -ind our ground moist. |
Nothing keeps that moisture
the cultivation.” :
A Novel Cover Crop, This, A

An exception of the *“no-weed” rule
is-in the orchard,
exeeption, for here the weed is not a
weed, but a useful plant. On the day of
my visit the thinnest green)veiling was
visible on the soft-stirred soilj the cover
crap coming up: This cover crop, strange
to say, was the familiar
chicken-weed:  “This stuff is in the soil
and it comes up as a natural cover erop,”
I was told. “We wouldn’t plant it, you
know-—wouldn’t have it on the place for
any other use—but as long
absolutely within: this 1 it
useful purpose and, we find, ‘makes &

feedin,

mercial fertilizer.
e soil is. vividly
reflected in the exceedingly heavy fruit-
age of the various ¢rops. Sp is
done three times a year,though My, Wat-
son-maintaing that two will suffice as a
general -rule, with a third—and that the {in itself is a victory.
first spraying—every two ‘or three years.
Sometimes decisive and drastic action is

1d-and-
wag-

of better trad-

there but
this is not an

eed known' as

it is kept
d it serves, a.

Rt
on order nioless than |a
1,250 tons, all of which has been applied
in conjunction with com
The nourishment of th

Keeps Yearly Crop Records.

The oldest trees In the apple orchard
were planted 85 years ago by the present
He does not claim, however,
that he always made money from, his
orchard; not until he put'into.practice
the best approved modern methods" did
results come. On my expressing a de-
sire to know just what his orchard was
capable of doing in.a good season (I
knew that the apples for the Peel ¢county

owner.

necessary in orchard culture. ‘On the
day of my call Mr. Watson had men en-
gaged in severely pruning trees affected.
with blight. Some had been absolutely
stripped of branches in an effort to
speedily arrest the progress o fthe in-
fection. The splendid condition of the
orchard is better understood when one
knows that one of the hiréd assistan!

does little outside of keeping continual
watch on the trees and doing the neces-
sary’ pruning and 'doctoring. Eternal
vigilance, continuous cultivation ahd the

exhibit at the last Canadian National
had come from his trees), 1-probed as
to annual yields. Now chme the first
surprise.’ -Going into  the house, * Mr.
Watson brought out a book in which are
kept records of orchard management for
a number of years back. Ask him how
many bushels of apples he had' disposed
of by the middle of October, 1905, and
with a few seconds’ search he has:the
information ready, along with the prices
involved, 'Mr. Carroll and I gave his
bookkeeping a fest. % e

“What did your . orchard = yield in
1911?” Mr. Watson was asked.

“From11% acres we sold (not ¢onsid-

ering those used or unsold) 5,061 bush-|'

els' of apples, for a total of $5,902.25,”
came the instant reply. 5

He Knows:Profit Per Acre. X ]

“What was your profit per acre, ap-
proximately#? :

“Well, that year it cost me about $15
per acre to manure, prune, cultivate,
spray, harvest and market, -leaving me
almost $400 per. aere-for the use of the
land,” replied M "Watson.

These interes figures ‘lead’ us on
to further' examination. . As all orchard
owners remember, the year 1912 was an
“off-year” - in - apples, ‘and Mr, Watson
suffered with all others. The area t.bove
alluded - t6 produced in 1912 only 2,985
barrels of apples, which sold for $2,511,~
30. The net profit per acre, according'to |
calculations, ‘was. about $150 for that
“lean year” ' As My Watson said: “If
[ can get $400: per acre one year and}
$150 the next, I have noiground for coin~

~

plaint about my profit” .~ . 3 s 7
In 1913 apples were a better crop, andy,

this time an extra acre came into con-

sideration, - The¢ owner’s record showed a |

total sale of about 6,000 bushels, nearly

half of which were of winter varieties.,

“Last year ‘our 12 acres eénabbled us
o\sell apples’to the value of etween
1 ')00 and $8,000,” Mr. Watson told me.

rices were pretty good, and the per
acre profit was better than that of 1911,
or over $400 per acre” !
Has Select Retail Trade.

Situated but half a -dozen miles from

K

the city of Toronto, and within easy}
shipping distance of & score of good mar~ |

ket places, Mr. Watson has no troubie
in disposing of- the products of his work.
\t present he has & large number of

early apple trees, and finds the early ap-| ‘v
vle trade a very profitable one in all re=

spects,  “T'he moge early apples you ean
handle, the better,” he said.
2 good profit, as one can secure pretty
fancy prices for Astrachans and early
Duchess applés?® 'AS goon as the earliest

pples are raedy daily teaming to To- Le;ﬁdcr &m =
nto begins, and lasts during the fall g@.on,mhofmoﬁﬂe were mnrrlepq
nd greater -part of the winter.  Like |on wmad;ywmg‘by,nevh A F.

those who gdrive theiz prouce to To-

y ®
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application of .geod gray matter under-
lie success on this model Peel farm. -

vate you Blamed o
ern style,
cording to
not improve your:
herds?
pelt the birds.”

straw _lid:

father did,

modern  rules, for

to sit and read.

hogs ~are troubled

thumps;

men are lazy blokes,
father did. of yore.”

must

bugs and worms, and

in deadly germs;

Neweomb. .

\. X 1
& TWO FARMERS,
The slipshod fu.rme’r goes . by
guess, and has all kinds of black ]

distress. He doesn’t keep his head
-on straight, but sticks to methods
out of date. You . say,
dor’t ‘you take a })race, and culti-
d place,"in mod- ¢’

vith modern tools, ac-
e latest rules? Why

Then youwd have coin to

learned in schools. No farmers’
Jjournals do.I need; I have no time
T've too miuch
trouble on my mind, to stand and
talk here ’til 'm blind; my. cows
are all producing whey, my herns
have never learned to lay;

my  horses have . the }
Junping mumps; odr old stone
churn is out of plumb, and so the
butter’ will not come; my ‘well is
dry, the chimney smokes, my hired §

kick around and rogr, just as my

The modern fapmer, up to date, }'
“has all things running smooth and
straight. He Jkmows the farmer
advance, and" knowledge:
“gain, at every chance:
ing is no blind man’s game; the
winner needs a lofty aim, must §-
“have a comprehensive 'view, and
know what other farmers do.
4§ He ought to know what kind of
stock will bring him roubles by
the crock, know how  to combat

he ought
4 know what kind of

flourish hest on hill or plain he §-
ought to know what kind of pills
to ‘give his horses for their ills,
a thousand things he has to know,

1 ilﬂbe},qmﬁuld -sidestep grief, and so

“Why

i

flocks and

agriculture

my
“with' the

and T rtoust

For farm-

put a crimp
2 to
grain” will'}

¥

¥

{ brain, heart and-soul to the

‘}ing alongside, guarded
Y watehful brown dog, ‘
“leye on us. . The name.of this barge,

~ ot #hese very vessels: themsel

i 'magic mysel

1

three ships in the port of R

iion for Relief in Belgium,;discharging
their cargoes into the barges destined to
carry the food to
in their own country. e v

“~ And yesterday I stood on the deck of
one of them, the “Orn,” from Philadel-
phia, With the Red Cross marked on her
sides, an Red Crosg flag floa

was well on its way to those thousa
of sufferers within a hand’s reach of
off ab

/indescribable pity for a nation in its
agony; immense admirgtion for that

celved and achieved this plan of br
ing succor to a famine stricken 1
and happiness over the wonderful re-
mwhich America is making to the
L for her help and active sympathy.
Holland heggelf, distraught with diffi-
culties and dislocation of trade, and with
e R e
{ her: army, is doing her no-
blest. best towards the. thousands and
che over her
g R e
richest’ to th . have
take the Belgiuns to,their -and
eir | 5 tohg‘h:—themm_mqt
‘them; but there
ns starving in
necessiti

f the fi d these are they who
guve»béem&’é charge and anx-

8
i
X

out for bare
salt—with

ious coneértt. - AR,

" When the-history -of this world-war
comes to-be written, one of the outstand-
ing features of the whole terrible tragedy
will gurely’ be that a great non-comba-
tant country saw her opportunity ° of
simple

destined work, her own high  mission,
and at once sent out her cargoes of mer-
women and children' of

through no fault of its own. ~Those
us who have the honor of being in touch
with the work of the Commission, know

refu fee, ssihilif
SRTOLe & Jobiae: wopt, have tumed hat
impending doom into a victory, greater
perhaps than any victory in the trenches
of -the battle flelds. :
Every Cargo 2 Symbol of Hope,

" For the OCommission of Relief does
not only bring food to Belgiom. That
But it brings -con-
8 ve as well ‘as alleviative help.
wxm ong of these cargoes which
has come, or is coming, is symbolic of
hope, of an awake ‘sense of confi~

dence,;” of & - re-birth possibilities,
iadowy, perhaps, at first, but with out-
s o ftoee. - Beshing

- ever growing stronger.

this i sible thing has been achieved,
q’n& iﬁxx‘m has been -reached, the Bel-
gians are beginning to brnig out theit
own barges. And once again obe is re-]
minded of that great truth that it ic al-
ways the impossible by which the world
is saved. - Tiia ; .
“These, then, were some of the thoughts
which passed through . mind as I
and e friend stood on the “Om” together
with Mrs.. Lucey and Captain  Lucey,
the representative of the cominission at
Rotterdam, who is giving all his time,
e work with
a .ﬁr@s devotion, inspiring to all around
him :
by a fri
who kept a firm

 which
‘of the “Orn’s” cargo /was the “Mi
Ceeilia,” but Ilearn that many of ther
are called *God be with us” (“God 2y

was going to Antwerp wiﬂ‘:‘ gome

| met ons”); end surely that i the right

for /all these § carrying their,
','namq or /alk Wn e Wa
He ' answers  through his old | | greeted the barge lady who eame out of
“I' do the way my

I have no use for

of ‘mercy -

her green and white painted house to
receive . us, took notice of the barge
babies and puppies playing about, and so
arrived on the lower deck of the “Orn.”

We bent over. into the hold, riveted
by the sight of the vast eargo, 1,900 tons
o{ rice, flour, salt, beans, peas, wheat
and condensed milk,  We were thrilled
by the:thought that this was only one
lof the many shipments coming into port
day by day, and that they would con-
tinue to come with unfailing faithful-
ness from Philadelphia, from  Boston,
from- New York, Francisco, Mont-
real, Halifax, (New  Orleans, London,
Liveypool ‘and other ports, laden with
gifts from Nova Scotis, Maryland, Ore-

: funé’Viuinihs Towa, Kansas, New Eng-
LI

the Rockefeller Foundation, the
Southern States and many of the: near-
est and most distant Stetes of America,

{and it was thrilling to realize that all

this wonderful machinery had beén set
in moﬁ?n in six weeks only—think of it
~think of -it—six weeks in which to or-

a peace fleet of ships and barges

‘lto bring the food, to negotiate with the

German government for permission, to
gecure that the supplies should be nséd

|for theBelgians only, to arrange the

centres- of distribution—andall this”at
a time ‘when trains were not running,
canals were not open, the condition ot

“Ithe canals unknown, and the probabili-|

ties "of being allowed to use them 7ot

| definitely ucertamed
|1t Sounds Like a Fairy Story.

{1t sounds like a fairy story, like some

‘| fable of maxic feat, and yet this magic
into ‘work-a-day |

has been trans :
ilife—and there we were, standing on one
] ves, Jdlh
jured into real eyistence by the niagi-
cians of the American commission. !

1“1t would be impossible for me. to de-

geribe how fladfi ant to have seen. this
fine‘md thus to be in a posi-

tion to tell the American people of the

magnitude of the work in which 'they

. are 50 nobly helping, and to implore

brought here by the American Commis- |

the starving Belgians

ting | sefs none.

< 'a‘ WL !

over the frontier, and yet, until now cut}hs :
from ‘the outside worlds} ‘have

with &n imagination equalled by nothing|thé unfortunate times through which we
in the realms of imaginative work, con-|are passing.” -

{Thot Mk for s Babies
re-| Here, then is the milk, sent by Phila-

\sion; for good news travels quickly, and
d: all, from the|Communes which are the most cut .off

e ‘any number’ of|hardest heart to pity, 80 acute is the
‘:hi et need, so-simple the language.

.| Sometimes . a’' burgomaster writes,
| sometimes a priest: 1

human. service, doubted not far|
o single moment that this was her own}

oy for. the : and privation, are very delicate”,
a bravéznbmercome by‘advm;\gq.toeiﬂ - ARd a0 thi;f ~;cc6 o e ok aibe

e : bled over the barge ly-{homeless, destitute, bereft, stunned and
iy 7 g cndg but Broken, with al] their bearings lost, and

aria | refugees in Holland, but I could fill many

semed like the direct answer to a
er,

th : Lo & pray-
, For that morning & letter had come
in to the

aetsen-Raditsky ~at Malines, in' which
{she implored for milk for the mothers
and new-born babes. R
““Condensed milk,”" sl;)ew ‘rote, “would
be very precious-to us, but alas, we pos-
3 Wretchedness augments day
by day, and we. ask ourselves how can
we continue Yo help, . Our only resource
is to the Americans mothers. 'If you
suld be the instruments of Providence,
on: can . judge {ogvxum ‘the im-
“good would- do to those un-
 happy motheg? of whom the greater
husbands with: th&sarmy,
and  are to “without resources to
‘maintain their families. ‘The supply of

handful 6f American business men, who, ﬁk is ‘a matter of the first necessity In | it

delphia; and before a day or two is over

ness of ministering to the starving little

ones and their mothers in the ruins' of
Malines,  Her '*pg!_bptic t is. but.
one ‘of the many which aré continually

pouring into the offiees of the commis-

rumors are | to reach even those
{rom all communication that help can
be had and is forthcoming. The read~
ing of these letters is enough to stir the

- %We beg to call your attention to our

- “Come to the help of our unhappy and
most honest people,’ ; |
“Fyerything is missing.”

- “Flour is hardly fo be obtained.”
“The-communal funds are finished. an
if you come mnot to help us, God knov
what will become of us” . 2 ;
““We cannot even recommence work,
because most of the machinery has been

destroyed.” 2 e

~ “In the name of humanity help us.”
% %Alds,' the children born during this
war, of mothers enfeebled by worries

{never a complaint; never an impatient
outburst, but only with a simple state-

ment of facts—bare facts—which give a

more eloguent and moving picture than
, wheat, sugar, wooden shoes,

1es, oileakes fowithe few ‘rer

cattle;, milk and salt;-arve-all asked for,|

)] . .. 1One would think that
this was little enough to ask; milk for
the dying babies and feeble mothers, and
bread and salt for the rest.

Only Bread and Salf,

From all I have resd. in these many
appeals, and all I have heard from those
coming here dhﬁ from - Belgium, 1
know that the words breal and salt are
'burnt into my brain:for the)rest of my
days, And indeed all the requests be-
gome so imbedded _im- the mind_ that
directly one sees ther cargoes one instant-
1y remembeérs the place which, in addi-
tion to bread and salt, have asked for
special things, as, for instance: Malines
for milk, or Heyat and Bl:l:y:enberghe
for oilcakes, or  Bree (Limburg) for
lamp oil, of. Dendermonde for -clothes
‘and bedding; so acute becomes the rea-
lization of the appalling tragedy taking
place on the other side of the frontier,

“This realization is helped-in no small
measure by the sorrowful and never-to-
be-forgotten: spectacle of the tlidusends
Lof refugees here in Roterdam, Rosendaal
and Bergen-on-Zoom, cared for by the
Dutch government, with-increasing skill
and ever improving organization, in a
manner beyond praise; yet nevertheless,

all their habits of industry suspended.
It is not the purpose of this paper
to give a detailed account of the Belgian

a paper with the pathos of“the haunting
scenes, the uncomplaining patience of the
aged women, and the kindness of the
f.Dutch offictals, especially the seldiers in
the military ‘camps. A

The commandant at Rosendaal wasg
almost moved to tears when he told us
there ‘were no toys for the children—
yes, one toy, one toy only, and we saw
it for o vés—+this one solitary symbol
of happiness which is the birthright of
all little children of all nations.  His
face - brightened: when - Captain Lucey
told him that toys should be ‘sent jm-
‘mediately from the cargo of good things
brought to Europe by the Santa Claus
ship Jason,

‘And the same morning, when we were
visiting the Orn, we strolled away from
her to the sheds on the wharf to have a
look at the remainder of the Christmas
consignment, and to arfange that Rosen-
daal sbeuld not be forgotten, Here we
saw toys and goodies of ‘every deserip-
tion; and: lovely soft werm underwear
and Christmas stockings full of candies.
There' .were sacks from Fort. Dedge;
Buffalg, Sacramento, Brooklyn, and a
host of other places, not forgetting Col-
man, Texas; and out of all the thousands
of parcels every letter, every scrap of
paper had to be taken by otder of the
German anthorities.

This means that all generous-hearted
writers, young and old, cannot have their
messages, delivered. -No little. American
friend -who wrote,, “Please -tell ug about
this war.. ‘We haven't had a war in our
town lately.” ' But they may all feel
sure that every joy gift will find an
abiding joy home in the heart of some
Belgian child in Holland and Belgium.
- Before saying a reluctant farewell to
the “Omn,” T cannot resist recording that
she brought™to Rotterdam someéthing in
| addition’ to her cargo of mercy; some-
thln{ not specified in her & “manifest.”
‘Sae brought a hydroplane which she had
rescued, together with the ‘aviator
his pilot. We heard the story from the
first mate, a Norwegian, and though he
pretended to take the episode as a mat-
‘ter of course, it was abvious that he was
awfully proud of having saved the ma-
chine as well as the men. - He descr!

then he tal :

er | most at the end of thelr strength. There

‘to|was some
f;t:.?tmtyﬁ;d e nt-
1y ‘got' no on - § 5 fv0 b

| “They taought we were Germans, the

o {but ne
| any confidence, and apparently the cap-
i French, But

- éommission, addressed to Am-|th
erican mothers by the Countess de Sch-|captain

that devoted woman will have the happi- |*

- abtaining 1
“one place to snother ig earried bn
AP e e

bed | (Copyright by The Commission for Re-

d us that the nen were ‘al-
"1 discovering their
eir rescuers evident-
airmen

in his~ eye.

Hven this eneomem@nt id not win

‘tain concluded they were Bu
later on when i~‘me_,t ther,
looking to see what damage had been

done to the hydroplane, the imate ‘heard)
em talking English and says he to the
- “Cap; two Frenchmen slone together
't talk English, do they?” ’

And that seemed to settle the matter!

hey proved to be Captain Seddon end
his pﬁgt. They had started from Saeer-
ness. to search for enemy submarines,
but their motor got out of order. They
descended safely, and had been ﬂotﬁs
for nline hourlsmﬁh& h:g were ' picked |
up. It was plain that .mgte rept
ted that the “Orn” had not been. m
land them in Fngland instead of the
Hook of Holland+" ' = ~ A :
/ “But you see,” '5e said, with a note of
quaint melanchdly in his voice, “we are
ng,?trﬂ- The Germans would not like

But, I not being néutral, was glad to
have a chance of ghaking hands with
him; ‘and saying ange Tak” (thank
ym:lio tor the thing he'had at leas wished
¥ s

How Food is Distribusted,

And whilst on the subject‘af neutral-
ity, it 'aas been a matter of deep re|

to me that as a British subject it has
beenehn sible for me to go personally
into . um.. “The German wouldn’t

have liked it!1” ;
But the next best thing- to going to
Beélgium is ‘undoubtedly toinvade the
officés. of the commissionin Rotterdam,
and to learn important f; and figures
from the fine and unselfish Belgian men
of affairs, whose knowledge und exper-
{ence are the stand-by of the commiss-
ion, and also to hear and see the many
connected with tae work of the
relief coming from or starting for the
frontier. Perhaps the official messenger
between  Brussels ‘and m may
stroll in. He has been arrested thirteen
times, and yot soon see that no amount
of arrests would make the least impress-
jon on him' or divert him one hair's
breadth from the job he has in hand,. =
And now in comes the military at-
tache at The . He has been to]
Belgium to enquire into and = arrange
about further canal service, and to try
to make arrangemeints with the German
government ‘to concedes railway facilities|
if the canals k;!lllgotﬂ(fi tmh medift?“mt &(::
haps in speaking of the conditions
he breaks off, and turns away. ~ Then
a Rhodes scholar brings in his report
on the distribution apd re<distribution
of the fuod sent from the United States,
and you learn from him about the splen-
did work of the Belgian comite National
in Brussels and its branches throughout
Belgum, intercommunication = < with
which, owing to the great difficulty in
pagsports for ' the ~Belgians

by Rhodes scholars; ‘twenty®of whom
are already helping in this and other di-
réctions., And séeing those:keen, dash-
ing young fellows, ohe’s thoughts natur-
ally travel to Cecil Rhodes; ‘and one
knows that their presence and co-opera~
tion is ‘the truest tribute in’ this time
of international strain to the memory
and meaning of Cecll Rhiodes’ large copad
ception of life. : ;

And now a member of the Dutch
Committee for the Belgian Refugees calls
in on his way heme from Lierre, and
‘a5 he tells of‘the scenes he has witnessed
he too shows that the agony of Belgium
lies heavy on his heart. 'And a deputy
from the Provincial Committée at Liege
comes to say that by the end of the
year there will be no more break in that
district, and he speaks of the villages
reduced to stanes and ashes, and of
beautiful little Vise wiped® out, with
three houses remaining out of six hun-
dred, and women and children' the sole
suryvivors.

The Joy That Food Brings. "

‘ MTheti & Dutch Salvation Army Cap-
tain’ and his wife, an Afnerican lady,
arrive to enquire what help they can get
in the way. of ‘warm ‘clothing for  the
17,000 - Belgian soldiers interned in
Utrecht, the greater mumber of whom
had been cut off from the main army by
the blowing up of 4 bridge by the Al-
lies, and were ‘in consequence forced to
enter Holland in order to escape being
taken by the Germans,

. And now there is a weltome telegram
brought by the manager of the shipping
‘department with news of the .approach
of fresh cargoes, and of the afrival of the
“Dorie’’ from Halifax, fwelve hours or
so- bel her appoeintéd time. And
why twelve hours before? Well, we soon
hear the answer from thegcaptain him-
self, who had touched first at Plymouth
to land other cargo there.

““We heard the ‘Belgians were need-
ing food badly,” he said, “so. instead of
anchoring in the Downs over night, we
came through in the dark, and took our
chance. Tt wus rough weather,

‘there wasn’t much to choose that I could
see between striking a mine of having a
mine strike. us!”

80 the “Dorle” sent by Nova Scotia,
which has played up so splendidly from
the onset, having collected in Canada
and despatched the first cargo of mercy
in the “Tremorvah,” has the distinetion
of being the first ship sinice the war be-
gin to make the channel passage in the
night; and every otie at the office is
proud of her, and more prouder than the
ciaptain, though he of course, pretends
that' “it’s nothing—just nothing!”

hus, madeé possible by this whole-
henrtez devotion of service and sympa-
thy, the fine. work of the commission
sirides on: stride.  But as
communication is further opened up, and
more infimate krnowledge of the appal-
ling conditions is brought to light, it is
being realized that more money, not less,
will be needed—sixty milllon francs &
month—if Belgium is to be saved from
starvation. A big task, but America
will do it / »

'There steals over me the remembrance
of that tireless worker at. Mi
turned in her despair to the mothers of
America; ‘and- will not’ have tumed in
vaig, For I know: will see to it
that the food supplies I not fail, that
10 ‘one shall ‘want for bread and salt,
and that the little ones shall not perish
"?r“{e’“‘;sfw the cprgoes of
93 Yy Wi ¢ of mercy
safely on their way. x
P

to do—and

first S10w he negotiated-the wings fntol
the boat—not an-easy thing

- .

‘lef in Belgium, 7 Broadway,
New York:) ;

\

PRI By

- |Canadian Farmers

hould I'C
~ Field

row Their Own

Roots for Seed

Dr,” Malte, of the Central Experimental Farm,
~ Alludes to the - Possibilities of Making Canada
_Independent of the European Markets by Pro-
ducing at Home the Large Quantities Imported

Annually—Important
Work.

Raﬁailtd,of Experiméntal

The feeding value., of turnips .and
other field roots is too well known to
the Canadian farmer to warrant special
explaution, Their value becomeg promin-
ent, especially in those provinces and
districts where Indian corn for ensilage
can be safely relied upon, and: where
m{md farming is gaining more ground,
As the immense udvantages of mixed
farming - dawn "upon Canadian farmers
in districts where up to the egl'es«nt one
or two crops have been relied upon, the
demand for field roots as » most valu-
able part of the food for the live stock
will most necessarily be increased.

It can be safely predicted that the
areas now allotted to fleld root crops
will, in a-very short time, be doubled
many ‘times over. The immediate: re-
sult of this will naturally be that the
amount of seed ed by Canada will
increase i B :

At present practically all of the field
root seed sown by Canadian farmers is
imported from Europe. In other words,
the conditions in Europe dftermine not
only the areas that can be planted with
field roots in Canada but also what prices
the Canadian farmer has to pay for his

 Wtih normal conditions in the field
root. seed growing countries in Europe
this dependence on the old world is gen-
erally ‘not much felt, simply because the
Canadian farmers have got used to look
for their seed supply from abroad., With
the Eurcpean seed supply - partly or
wholly cut off as a result of the gigantic|
between the.powers; the gues-
tion -of Canada being nately sup~'
plied with' field root seed takes on guite

‘s different aspect. . Even should there be

no immediate danger of Canad facink‘an
actual seed famine, the miere shadow of
such a risk ougnt to set Canadian farm-
ers - thinking over /the possibilities of
making Canada independent of the Eu-
ropean markets and of producing at home
what now has to be bought from abroad.

It is the opinion of the writer that
Canada should and .could produce her
own supply of field—root seed, including
turnips, mangels and carrots. There are
countries in Europe, for instance Fin-
land, where the conditions are far less
favorable for the successful raising of
the country’s supply of field root seed;
but where.not only this feat is accom-
plished; but also large surplus quantities
are raised for export. And there is no
reason to the writer’s mind why Canada
should fail to do what semi-Arctic Fin-
land has admirably succeeded in.

The present war situation in Europe
should induce Canadian farmers not nnlg
to try to meet the emergency deman
for field root seed in the immediate fu-
ture by ‘the growing of their own seed,
but it should algo induce them to tiy io
etsablish a permanent seed growing in-
dustry which would make them. inde-
pendent of any disturbance in - other
countries. ¥

For the guidance of farmery the writer
will endeavor to give in this article a
few advices the selecting, har-
vesting and storing of field roots to be
used for seed production.

Selecting the Roots.

In selecting roots to be uged for seed
production, care should be taken-that the1
- roots picked out. It goes

without further discussion.that the roots |

psc s i S i A
eral 8] ce be as pe possible,
For seed prodiction should be: chosen
onlyfierlecﬂy healthy roots, which are
smooth and even and which come as
close as papsible to the ideal type of
the varlety from which they are picked.
Roots having undesirable characters such
as roughness and rootiness  should be
avoided as much ag possible, \

It is often claimed|that the very larg-
ets root should be get aside for seed pro-
duction, it being thought that those are
capable of producing the largest quantity
of seed of the best quality simply be-
cause they contain more nourishment
and. therefore are apt to develop strong-
er seed stalks than smailer roots. This
is, however a misconception, which is

not borne out neither by expgrhncnt; nor |

All facts indicate on the contrary
that medium sized roots produce just
4s good seed as large ones, both as far
as quantity and guality are concerned.
This being the case, there does not exist
a.ny“lrgecwreuonwhythehrmtmts
sho! be

selected, On . the contrary,
tm are several reasons ef
shonld

by experience of farmers.

why th
not be chosen. ~ )

1. Medium sized roots generally keep
better than fully matufed ones. They
are not apt to rot as readily as'the lat-
ter ones and are consequently, on- the
whole;, in a better condition when time]
comes to plant them in the field for seed
%m:oses than are the very largest omes.

his fs a point of importance, especially
where the roots have to be stored up
for a long period as is the case in many
parts of Canada. It should also be con-
sidered ' where the storing accommoda~
tions are not the very best and where
for. this reason there is ‘danger of the!
roots rotting. . - ey ;

2. Medium sized roots take up less
storing room than the larger ones, and
are sasier to handle. Handling of me-
dium sized roots, therefore, invalvés less
fabor and ‘consequently less cost. -

8. By “gelecting meflium sized ' roots
and in consequence thereof saving the
largest for stock feed, the farmer will
have a larger supply for feeding pur-

poses.

4. In order to obtain good seed it is
necessary, when the roots are planted
in the spring, to cover thHem well, In
fact, they should not be allowed to ap-

ar above ground at all, bécause, if they

o, the s bearing stalks will not de-
velop properly. Bherefore, the use of
very large and long roots necessitates
much deeper planting than if medium
sized roots are used.  This, of course,
nieaxtns mci:nre ﬂl;lb@l’ ﬂmd hy B r cost of
planting ¢ spring. e quan
and quality of the seed produced b;mu
turnip, mangel or carrot plant depends,
among other things, on the proper de-

Wﬁt« of*t‘he seed-bearin . & mmm 3
e 8 s produced from ts
having only one main stalk fmn,; the

crown of the root.  If a plant develops
several) stalkg from the crown the seed

raised from ¥he same will generally
prove inferior. X
This being the case, the seed grower

N

must take care that his seed roots for::
one main stalk only.

Consequently, such roots which at har-
vesting time show numerons buds de-
veloping  from the sides of the crown
should not be selected. Only such roots
which show a c¢lean crown fre¢ from
additional shoots should be chosen.
Trimming Seed Roots,

Granting ‘that every precaution has
been taken as far as selecting of the
seed “roots is concrened, the next ques-
tion will be: Should roots, intended for
see¢ production, be harvested in the
same way as roots intended for feed?

To this we must answer a most em-
phatic NO.

Remember that the seed roots when
planted in the spring should be able to
make a vigorous start immediately. This
they will' be unable to do if the roots
and rootéts have been chopped off. Seed
roots shounld, therefore, be left with
their root system as intact as possible.

Remember also that the seed bearing
stalks are developed from the crown of
the “roots. Conseguently;«to trim the
roots s0 <¢lose to the crown as to in-
Jure 'its seed stalk developing ability,
must necessarily be guarded against.
Simply twisting the tops off mangels
and turnips may be a time and labor
saving method when the roots are har-
vested for feed, but is hardly to be re-
commended when the roots are to be set
aside for seed production.
safer way is to use a topping knife of
the type generally used for trimming of
turnips and cut the tops off about three
or Gt:nu:ﬁihl;hea abk?ve thehcrown‘ 5

G speaking, the seed roots
should be trimmed in such a way that
the crown is left intact.

Roots, trimmed as outlined, do not as
a rule produce & single seed stalk omly,
but aré induced to develop several ones
from the mutilated crown. As -stated
above, the seed produced on such stalks
‘is not nearly as good as far as quality
is concerned as seed produced from a
sipgle main stalk,

Storing During the Wiater. :
'The roots intended for seed produc-

tion .should be stored during the winter
most ‘carefully. When storing the seed
roots two factors which are apt to in-
fluence to the greatest extent the follow- _
mfl seed crop should especially be care-
fully considered, vis.:

1. The storing of the toots in sach a
way that they are not injured by frost.

2. Their storing in such & way as to
pr:vent heating and, as a result théreof,
10 ; E
“T'o protect the roots from freeging is
g comparatively easy matter; to prevent
them from heating is a far more diffi-
cult problem, especially when the roots
are kept in large quantities. Both dif-
ficulties can, however, be succéssfully
ovércome whether the roots are stored
in- cellars or pitted outside,

A good root cellar should be dry and
well ventilated. It should also keep a”
uniform temperature slightly above frees-
ing point. A most essential thing is
that gond ventilation is provided forand
that the temperature can be kept fairly
low in the spring. 'This is namely the
critical perfod when the good gqualities
of the cellar are put to the severest test.
It is auring this' period~d.e, when the
mild weather sets in that there is most
danger of the rootsheating and begin-
ning to decay. < 4 s

Where Do root cellar is available. the
roots can b ‘stored successfully in the
open, & ally vin- districts havinglong
winter with steady cold weather. Here
again the main problém 1§ to provide
for enough covering of the pit so as to
prevent .the rodts from freezing. On the
other hand, the cover should not be made
too heavy as then detrimental heating
may be caused. '

Essential for successful storing of the
roots is to select - dry, well-drained
groand for the pit, to cover the pit prop-
erly, to regulate the covering according
to climatic changes during the storing
period and to provide for necessary ven-
tiation. '

A slight elevation or a hillside, where
water -will not ‘accumiilate, will prove
the best location for a pit. The building
up of the pit may then be varied ac-
cording to the local requirements.

Whether a shallow trench should be .
dug or whether the pit should be start-
ed on the surface of the ground is rather
‘immaterial. " If the pit is started in a
freach, however, it is essential to pro-
vide for good and thoreugh drainage, so -
as to prevent any water from staying in
the ‘trench.- ;

-A'convenient sized pit should be made
five or six feet wide with the roots piled
up three or four feet above ground level.

If the roots are piled higher it will be
dificult to regulate the temperature in
the pit properly, especially in the spring.

When the roots are stacked they
should be covered with a layer of straw;
luter in the Seasén, when the cold
weather sets in, a layer of earth should
be added to the straw. In order to
provide for ventilation, however, the
straw on top of the stack should be left
uncovered in spots about four feet apart
0‘1; :he pit be provided with special air
shafts. - 3 g

The thickness of the covering layers
of straw and earth will depend upon thé
Severeness of the winter. For colder
mn'ts of Canada a twelve to cighteen

ches thick layer of straw covered with
& layer of earth six to nine inches deep
can be recommended for the coldest part
of the winter. In the spring the layer
of earth should be removed, and, gener-
ally “speaking, the thickness of the cov-
érs modified according to the tempera-

ture:
M, O. MALTE,
Pominion Agrostologist. *

A Natural Impression,

Rosemary—A French actress who is
touring this country says all men are
prevaricators.

Thomton—She probably judges the
entire male sex by her own press agents,
~Judge.

BANK CLEARINGS SHOW A GAIN

THe St. John bank clearings for the
week ended yesterday were $1,628,817;
corresponding week last year, $LR75,-
96 3

A much ,
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