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OPTIMISM THE KEYNOTE
AS MANUFACTURERS DINE

Great Future for St. John Predicted by Orators at
Union Club Banquet

Vice President McDonald Entertains in Honor of Hon. Mr.
Rolland and Secretary of Canadian Manufaeturers’

_ Association---A Pleasing Function---Labor Union Legis-
lation an Object of Suspicion.

the Union Club Thureday, when about | do.
‘orty of the leading business men and, W. 8. Fisher, in proposing the toast to
manufacturers of the city gathered around|the guests of the evening, Hon. J. D. |
‘he dinner table on invitation of Charles|Rolland, presideny and G. M. Murray, |
McDonald, vice-president of the Canadian | secretary, of the Canadian Manufacturers!
Manufacturers’ Association, to meet Hon.| Association, referred to their good work in
J. D. Rolland, the president and G. M.|the interests of that body. He deplored |
Murray, secretary of that ‘PT8§D123t19n)itlle great outgoing of young men from
who are paying a visit to this city while)this province to the west. He touched |
pon an official tour to branches of the!briefly on fhe great mineral wealth in the
jassociation. i ; maritime provinces, developed and unde-
{ The dining tables were very prettily | veloped.
Wecorated, the menu tempting and the :
speeches,bhat followed very interesting The Gueets.

Mr. Rolland on rising was greeted with{

and instructive. 1 s o g prests
i prolonged applause. e sai e was!
;Those Present. much surprised and pleased at the large |

Mr. McDonald presided and had seated |gathering and hearty greeting extended |
‘at his right Hon. Mr. Roiland and W.|him. He pleaded that he was not a pub-
‘Frank Hatheway, M. P. P., and on his|lic speaker but was more at home on|
fleft Mayor Bullock and W. E. Foster,, committee work. Regarding tariff changes, |
president of -the board of trade. W. S. i he said, the association would have a well|
Fisher was in the vicechair with Mr. informed representative to urge such|
iMurray on his left and R. B. Kessen on changes as were advisable on the govern- |
his right. . ment. He spoke also of the improvement

The other guests were: H. B. Scho-|in the woolen industry. The maritime
field, R. Keltie Jones, J. Fraser Gregory, | Provinces were becoming better known, |
John Russell, Jr., P. W. Thomson, H. and he could see no reason why the’build- |
N. Stetson, A. L. Fowler, J. B. Cudlip, | I8 of steel ehips, mow brought from
R. O’Brien, John Keeffe, Geo. W. Ketch- Great Britian, could not be carried on in |
um, W. Earl: Anderszon, J. W. McAvity, the maritime provinces with the assis-
T. D. Walker, president of the (anadian | tance of liberal bonuses from the govern-

ST H E . F. White, .| ment. He closed with an expression of
glull”’e tEmHAl:fm{)\?i)lzl;:; ’{t. W M.l i{ob_gfeelu_lg that St. John and the maritime
ex:t.son G’e g H. Fleminé A. P. Barnhil, ! Provinces would receive the recognition

§ . HL , AT | > :
J. A. Likely, T. 8. Simms, William Dow';th&) %;seﬁ:;lx:ay who next spoke, paid a
RJQ:Mﬁ’;‘:yP‘E’{mE }:ﬁmgsogmagﬁfe)i-']'!compliment to the famed hospit’ality of |

Kim- | '
jball and C. W. Brown.

There was a. very enjoyable function at done in Germany ana what Canada a}-n:mld)l
i

| this city, and eaid that having epent some
After full justice had been done to the|

' three weeks in the east he would go back

menu the toast of The King was proposed |
and Jdrank with musical honors. ‘
Mr. McDonald then proposed the toast |
of the City of St. John. He said he was'
Jadato meet such a reprefentative gather-
nig of manutacturers as were present. His:
snly regret was that there were not 8o
any . manufacturers that the exhibition
. §ding would have had to be used to
hold them. Perhaps in later years when |
/the._manufacturers increased they would !
have to use that building to get them alli
n |
He referred to thz faet that Mr. Rol-]j
land, their guest, was of French descent|
and reminded him that St VJolm was,
,!founded by that intrepid Frenchman,
Champlain, who landing' here on St.|
John the Baptist’s Day in 16)4, named;
our great river, the St, John. Ther2 were
still some Frenchmen here even if they
;had forgotten come of the language. Mr.
[ Rolland had also, no doubt, noticed thare
were some Scotchmen and Mr. Hatheway
would have told him there were Irishmen:
here too, for they had “voted agin’ the
,government”’ (Jaughter and applause).
After some further allusions to the city
iand to the guest, Mr. McDonald proposed
‘the toast of the City of St. John, coupl-
ing with it the names of Mayor Bullock,
W. E. Foster, president of the board of
trade and W. Frank Hatheway, M. P. P.

Civic Optimi:m.

Mayor Bullock said he was glad to wei-
come to St. John the president of the
Canadian Manufacturers’ Association, and
he considered it a privilege to be asked to
speak to the toast. He referred to the
energy of St. John citizens and told of the
dvantages ' this city offered to manufac-
ing industries. He felt sure the common
uncil of St. John would deal generously
th any enterprise Wwhich proposed to
ablish a plant here.

W. E. Foster ptesident ‘of the board of
trade, was next called on, and he referred |
to the optimism he felt in regard to St.|
John’s future. !

The board of trade mem- |
bers were now taking their part in boom- |
ing this city. It was encouraging to nolel
that the export trade through this port
was increasing and during the past winter |
over $20,000,000 worth was shipped away. |

He was pleased that the common council |
thrcﬁ:gh his worship the mayor was taking |
steps to promote future development’ of

, the harbor in conjunction with the hoard |

.

of trade. It was generally regretted that|
the citizens’ committee appointed some |
tie ago had made no progress in this |
matter. :

1t was to be hoped also, he said, that|
steps would be taken to have the informa-!
tion about the Courtney Bay borings sent
to the Grand Trunk Pacific, so that they!
might decide to build their terminals here. |
Plans for extending the building of whar- |
ves southward from Sand Pomnt should |
also be considered. He thought St. John |
should endeavor to have the fast Atlantic!
steamship service come to this port when|
the present contract expired two years
hence. If the C.P.R. tendered for the;
contract they should be allowed to name
the port at which the mails would be :
Janded, and if they favored St. John the |
people of St. John should stand together |
in ite favor (applause). |
Speaking of the common council, he|
thought sume improvement would result |
if some of the manufacturers and business !
men could be induced to enter the council. |
Some of the heads of departments, he|
thought, should be replaced. He closed |
with a plea for them to stand shoulder to |
zhoulder for St. John. |

Mr. Hatheway.

W. Frank Hatheway, M.P.I’., who was!
the next speaker, referred to the grmt.nm?
of the empire, of which Canada was al
part. He then re¢ferred to the ad\'zlncnﬂ
made in the Dominion in years past and |
spoke cf gread things for the future. |
He urged all to stand up for St. Johu's|
rights in the steamship trade of the o-
minibn, He praised the Canadian Manu-
facturers’ Association for the action they

had talken to impirsa oa the government| R, at Owen Nound went en strike today | possession in April last year,
the great need of technical education in|ugainst u reduction in wages from fifteen that woman killed my father and toek

to the west with a greater idea of the
industries and resources of this section of |
the dominion. The maritime provinces !
were a part of the dominion that all could |
feel proud of. !

He then spoke of the character of thel
work that the amsociation was formed to
foster and assist.

Their object was to assist the manu-
facturerers in every way for the better
carrying oh of. their business. He dealt
at some length with the work of the
various committees in the association.

Concerning legislative matters at Otta-
wa, in which they were interested, he
cited the “eight hour day bill,” which he
termed an impossible measure, inasmuch
as a manufacturer would have to work
two shifts. One of eight hours for gov-
ernment work and another of ten for
other work. The association was strongly
onposed to it.

The “Union Label Bill” was another.
“This is a class of legislation,” he said,
“of a most vicious character, making a
legalization of the boycott. We will
strongly oppose it.”

The “Co-operative Bill” was also one
which they were opposing as it would
undermine legitimate business. ;

He hoped tnat what he had said would
convince them of the usefulness of the
C. M. A’s work. He oftfered the eerviews
of their parilamentary agent to any St.
John members going to Ottawa on gov-
ernment matters. The good work done in |
educating the- people and creating a een-|
timent in favor of a protective tariff was|
due largely to the association. R. W.|
Breoduer of Ottawa, a very able official, |
was in charge of their tariff departmen:.{

The manniacturers, he said were fairi_v[
satisfied with the tariff prowction of the
present time but the association would
take up and investigate aill complaints of{
its members and if any nwnufucturprl

could show that he could not make a fair
profit by reason of competition from out-;
side the association would go to Ottawa
and not eneak in the back way, but go:
in at the front door and demand im-|
provement and the people could all hear!
the case and judge it. |

He referred to the Workmen’s Compen- |
sation Act now before the provincial gov-
ernment and said its provisions should be
carcfully looked into. He closed by ex-|
pressing the hope that he had interested
them and that they would take a more
active interest in the work of the associa-
tion.

Mr. Murray was listened to with close
attention throughout and loudly applaud-
ed as he took his seat.

R. B. Kessen proposed the toast of the!
manufacturing industries of St. John.
They were on a very substantial footing,
lie said, and in the recent financial de-
pression the maritime provineces had stood
the test better than any part of the
North American continent. (Applause.)

J. B. Cudlip, manager of the Cornwall
and York Cotton Mills; J. A. McAvity,
T. S. Simms and J. Fraser Gregory re-
plied in appropriate and optimistic ad-
dresses,

There were speeches from a number of
others present and the mathering dis- |
dispersed about 1 o'clock Friday morning.

DESTRUCTIVE STORM
SWEEPS TORONTO!

|

- :

(Special to The Telegraph.) [
Toronto, May 7.—Very heavy damage!
was done at the eastern beaches undi
island again today by a- strong easterly
gale and the high water in the lake. The|
Toronto ball giounds were flooded andi|
woveral houws on the Feackes undermined |
or destroyed.
miles long was inundated and to a large|
extent washed away, i

A- stroteh of country fiva|

C. P. R. Freight Eandlers Strike,

T'oronto, May 7. -(S8pecial.)—Two hun-|
dred freight bandiers smployeds by (.

| the Dominion, and told of what had been | to thirteen cents per hour,
= b

INDIAN NATIVES PLAN REVOLUTION

AND MURDER OF KITCHENER

Calcutta, May 6.—The police are inves- f

tigating the native plot revealed here to
murder Kuropeans by means of bombs,
and the more they go into the matter the
more serious and widespread does the con-
spiracy appear. S

Documents seized at the house where
bombs and explosives were being manu-
factured reveal that it was part of the
plot .to kill Lord Kitchener, commander-
in-chief of the British forces in India, and
other high officials.

The authorities believe they are facing
an attempt at revolution. A number of
prominent Bengalese are implicated, and
sensational arrests are expected to follow.

The conspiracy appears to be of an ex-
tensive character, and many arrests have
been made. 'The respomsibility for the
plot is placed upon natives, many incrimi-
!mting documents having been found, to-
| gether with a supply of bombs and other
explosives.

The discovery of the plot was made
through the arrest and confession of the

| author of the bomb outrage in Mozuffer-

pur, the capital of thé province of the
same name, in Bepgal, in which two
Kuropeans were killed.

British troubles in India are due not
only to foes within the empire, but also
to foes without, as_was set forth in thz
despatches stating that an Afghan force
of between thirteen thousand and twenty
thousand had crossed the border in two
divisions and unsuccessfully attempted to
seize the blockhouses in Khyber Pass, the
famous “Gate into India.”

There is much doubt in the minds of
British observers as to the real attitud:
of the Ameer of Afghanistan with regard
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to the action of the border tribes. Taken
in connection with the widespread native
conspiracy in India the invasion of the
Afghans assumes significant importance.

The Khyber Pass is the most noted:of
the passes on the northwestern frontier
of India. It is thirty-one miles long and
through it runs the Peshawar-Kabul road,
which is 170 . miles long. The Khyber Pass
is a barren, narrow defile between perpen-
dicular- elate rocks;: which are about -one
hundred and fifty ‘fée¥ high most of the
way. It extends nearly due west toward
Kabul and. contains several forts' between
Jarund and Lundi Khotal. The Moh-
mands, who .inhabit the territory around
Khyber Pass, have long given the British
much trouble and a general combination
of the Mohmands and neighboring tribes
against British rule has been known to
exist many years.

ATGHANS INVADED.

Lundi Khotal, where the Afghan invad-
ers gathered before they were routed by
General Willcocks’ troops, is at the west-
ern end of the Khyber Pass, and is the
highest elevation reached by the Pesha-
war-Kabul road. " lt is virtually the ex-
treme _limit of British authority -on the
northwestern frontier. Lundi al is &
flat Jedge between ranges of hills that con-
 fine it on.the right hand.and left hand to
the north and south.

On the eastern side the Khyber Pass
opens on a leve! stretch of ground, which
has an average width of about balf a mil:
across, and on the western side the table

ing steeply away eight hundred or a thou-
sand feet to the lower valley at Lundi
Khana. The narrowest part of the whole
Khyber defile is at Ali Musjid, close under
the range of a rock fort.

HOW LAPORTE FEMALE

- BLUEBEARD

LURED HER

VICTIMS TO THEIR DEATH

Laporte, Ind., May 7—What the author-
ities have declared was an attempt to dis-
turb ‘the nine bodies dug up on the

Guinness farm so that identification of the
remains would be impossible, was made at
‘the place early this afternoon. Two men
whose identity is not known, broke into
the carriag: house of the farm where the
bodies have been placed but were driven
away by a watchman before they could
do any harm. Sheriff Smutber had left
for Chicago earlier in th> day and in his
absence, Austiss, chief deputy, was sum-
moned to the farm. Before his arrival,
the intruders had fled toward Michigan
City. Word was sent to the police of
that place and an attempt to apprehend
the men will be made there.

Today watchmen at the farm of Daniel
M. Heston said that the men claimed to
be doctors and had attempted to justify
thair presence on the place on profes-
sional grounds. He ordered them from
the premises but they refused to go
until they learned that Joseph Maxson,
Mrs. Guinness’ man of all work, had
been sant to summon the sheriff. The men
gained entrance to the carriage house by
placing a ladder on the south side of the
building and forcing open a window. Ths
building stands on the edge of the knoll
on which the house was built and is two
etories in the rear and one on the house
side.

Matt. and Oscar H. Budsberg, of Iola,
Wis., sons of Ole B. Budsberg, whose dis-
appearanc: from the Guinness farm is
one of the mysteries of the case arrived
here at 3.15 p. m., today. They brought
with them photographs of their father and
information concerning 'his = movements

| bafore his departure from Iola.

Matt, who is 29 years old and his broth-
er's senior by two years, told at the de-
pot something of the trials through which
they have passed.

“My father said before he left Iola that
he was coming to Laporte to work afarm
here,” he said, in broken English.

“He said he brought with him all the
letters he had received from Mrs, Guin-
nees and also eight hundred dollars in
money. Aftar his arrival here, he raised
%1,000 by selling a mortgage note through
the Farmers' State Bank, of Tola.

“We have had no word from him and
have been working the family farm ever
since he laft in March, 1907, We had a

i letter from Mrs, (uinness which was ad-|
| dressed to my father and read as- if he

had left Taporte for Iola, 1 believe this

throwing investigation off the track, I
| am sure that my father's body was ona
of those dug up on the farm, There is no

I believa

his monsv”

7

Milwaukee, Wis.,, May 7.—An evening
Wisconsin special from Waupaca, Wis.,
says:

“The letter which Carl Peterson of
Waupaca, received from Mrs. Belle Guin-
ness, the alleged Laporte murderess, has
been translated from Norwegian into
English. While other translations may
differ in minor details, the following is
practically correct:

“Carl Peterson, Waupaca, Wis.,

Dear Sir:—“As some time ago I re-

ceived from you a letter in answer to my
ad”’ in the Scandinavian, I will with
| pleasure, answer the same.
‘| “The reason I waited for some time is
that there have been other answers to the
‘ad.” As many as fifty have been received
and it has been impossible to answer all.
I have picked out the most respectable,
and I have decided that yours is such.

“Firet I will tell you that I am a Nor
wegian, and have been in this country for
twenty years. I live in Indiana, about
59 miles from Chicago, and one mile north
of Laporte. I am the sole owner of a nice
home, pretty location.

“There are seventy-five acres of land,
also all kinds of. crops, improved land,
apples, plums and currants. Am on a
boulevard road and have a 12-room house,
practically new, a wind-mill and all mod-
ern improvements, situated in a beautiful
suburb of Chicago, worth about $15,000.

“All of this pretty nearly paid for. It
i3 in my own name. I am alone with
three small children, from five to eleven
years old. The smallest is a little boy.
The two largest are girls, all frisky and
well. I lost my husband by accident five
vears ago and have since tried to get
along as well as I could with what help
I could hire. I am getting tired of this
and I have found that it is not well to
trust others with so much.

“It is too much for me to look after
things and things are not as I want them
anyway. My idea of them is to have a
partner to whom I can trust everything
and as we have no acquaintances our-
| selves, I have decided that every applicant
| I have considered favorably, must make
i & satisfactory deposit of cash or security,
| T think that is the best way for parties
!to keep away grafters who are always
| looking for such opportunities as I have
i had experience with them and as I can
prove,

“Now, if you think that you are able
lin some way to put up $1,000 cash, we
| can talk matters over persomally. If you

[ letter was writtsn for the purpose of | cannot, it is not worth while to consider

|1 would not care for you as a hired man
'as I am tired of that and need a little
rest in my home and near my children.

P.| trace of the 1,800 which he had in hisiI will close for this time,

With friendly regards,
Mrs. P. S. Guinness,
Laporte, Ind.”

THREE-CORNERED

JGHT IN DUNDEE

Liveliest Election Campaign
Scotland Has Seen in
Years

MEETINGS ALL DAY

Each Candidate Making Thirty or
Forty -Speeches Daily == Unionist
Platform is Tariff Reform--Labor-
ite Expected to Poll Big Vote--
Churchill's Friends Alarmed.

(Special to The Telegraph.)

Montreal, May 7.—A cable from Edin-
burgh says: The Dundee parliamentary
election campaign is the liveliest that
has taken place in Scotland in years
owing to the candidacy of Winston
Churchill, president of the board of
trade, who was rejected by the electors
of Manchester three weeks ago. His ad-
vent has created great excitement in the
district and started a vigorous three-cor-
nered fight.

Sir Wm. Baxter, the Unionist candidate
is strong in the district. He is making
tariff reform his chief argument as Dun-
dee’s jute trade has been hard hit by
foreign tariffs. G. H. Stuart, the labor
candidate is also a good man.

Dundee has hitherto been a safe Liberal
seat, the majority for the party at the
last election having been more than 5,000.
Mr. Churchill’s success or failure depends
upon the labor vote.

The election at Wolverhampton has
given the Liberals a fright on account of
the narrow escape of their candidate from
defeat and they are displaying great ac-
tivity.

The meetings, of which there are be-
tween thirty and forty each day, begin at
8 o’clock in the mcrning and are carried
on until late at night by each of the three
candidates. The suffragettes are active
and create much amusement by their
mode of campaigning.

A disagreement is reported among the
Irish on the education question as was
the case in the Manchester contest.

Voting takes place May 9.

St. John Militia Changes.

Ottawa, May 7 (Special).—A militia
general order anmounces the following:—
62nd regiment, St. John Fusiliers, to be
majors: Captain J. L. MecAvity, vice
Major F. H. Hartt, who is transferred to
the reserve of officers; Captain H. Perley,
vice Major W. C. Magee, who is transfer-
red to the reserve of officers.

land shelf ends abruptly, the ground fall-|

WERE MADE

MANITOBA AFFIDAVITS

BY CRIMINAL

Documents Read in
Corruption

|

House Abou; Electoral
Cost $25

Gourdeau’s Resignation.

Dr. Roci\e Reads Statement of Hon. Robert Rogers i
He Has the Cheque the Grit Organizer Paid the Galician,

Who Has a Bad Record---Borden Corners Brodeur About

(Special to The Telegraph.)

Ottawa, May 7.—Duncan Bole’s affidavit
sensation was spoiled today in a ruthless
manner by Dr. Roche, Conservative mer-
ber for Marquette (Man.), who, in con-
tinuing the debate on the Aylesworth elec-
tion bill, gave an accurate description of
the Galician Rudneski.

On Wednesday Mr. Bole gave practi-
cally all his time to reading an affidavit
of Rudneski, alleging that the Conserva-
tives had put a large number of names
improperly on the voters’ lists. Rudneski,
said Dr. Roche, had been in jail and today
was a criminal who had been obliged to
flee the country. Moreover it was stated
that he was a wife murderer, having
killed his wife in the old country. The
doctor read a telegram he had received
from Hon. Robert Rogers of Winnipeg
which reads:

“Rudneski served a considerable time
in the common jail here. Had to skip
the country last year. Rudneski and
others made eight affidavits, and sold
them to George Walton, Liberal organizer,
for $25. I hold the original check given
by Walton to Rudneski in payment of
these affidavits. The same will be pub-
lished in tomight’s papers and the origi-
nal cheque will be mailed to you tonight
at Ottawa. Do not lose cheque, as I want
to get it cashed some day. Insist on Bole
reading five other affidavits for which
Rudneski was peid by Walton.” ‘e

Dr. Roche said Mr. Walton had not. the
menliness to use the affidavits himself,
although he is a member of the legislature
but put them off on to Mr. Bole, who is
now a resident of Montreal and will not
run again. .

Laurier's Broken Promise.

Dr. Roche took up the arguments of
Mr. Aylesworth on behalf of the bill.
The plea that the constituencics in Mani-
toba overlap was just as good in 1808
when there were but seven federal and
forty provincial constituencies. He gave
instances of the stuffing of the voters
lists by officials of the Greenway govern-
ment and for comparison showed that the
present . provincial lists are fairly made
up, both sides being given every oppoc-
tunity to make  them complete.

Dr. Roche read an extract from th2
Liberal platform of 1893 declaring for the
adoption of the provincial voters lists and
commented on the fact that this was the
only principle that had been carried into
effect by this government.

One of Mr. Aylesworth’s complaints
against the method of preparing the lists
in Manitoba was that sufficient evidence
of identification was not given and this
wes met by Dr. Roche rcading the par-
ticulars on the forms.

Liberal Praise for Old Act.

He maintained that everybody was on
an equality under the administration of
the election law of the Roblin government.
There was absolutely no complaint against
the character of the registration officers,
many of whom were strong Liberals. That
the law was perfectly just was testified
by the Winnipeg Free Press, a strong
commendatory article being read from
that journal.

The only fault that had been found was
by representatives from Manitoba who
were in danger of losing their seats if
something was not done ‘for them.
Another witness was Hon. Charles Nickel,
Liberal leader in Manitoba who declared
in the legislature that the lists were
perfectly fair and the only objection he
had to the system was that the annual
registration Was too expensive.

The Marquette member feared the
prime minister had allowed his western
followers to stuff him with a lot of dec-
larations that could not be substantiated.

Dr. Roche reported what had already
been said that Mr. Sifton had a similar
one prepared in the session 1904 and
which Sir Charles Fitzpatrick refused to
accept. “But,” he continued, “the present
minister of justice will stoop to strike an
opponznt below the belt, which Mr. Fitz-
patrick would not stoop to do. As a
politician he is a huge failure, as a par-
tizan he is a splendid success.”

The speaker suggested in lieu of the bill
that the judges who are appointees of
this government be asked to distribute the
names on the provincial lists and at the
same time indicating where each should
vote. This would dispose of the principal
objection of the minister of justice to the
present system. The only object of the
bill was to have the lists pass into the
hands of parties who would do the bid-|
ding of the liberal politicians. The bill |
had aroused considerable feeling in the
provinces and he appzaled to Sir Wil
frid’s sense of fairness to drop the objec-
tionable clause. He did not feel like mak-
ing any threats but he believed that thz
opposition would- be justified in refusing
a dollar of supply until the obnoxious
measure is withdrawn. It was impossible
to meekly submit. He concluded by mov-
ing the following amendment:—

“That "all the words after the word
‘that’ in the proposed motion be omitted
and the following substituted instead
thereof:—

“This house affirms that the Dominion
elections act should bz effectively amend-
ed during the present session in order to

prevent corrupt practices and ensure hon-
est elections but that the diserimination;
against the provinc2s of Manitoba and |
British Columbia created by the first sec-|
tion of the proposed bill is not founded !
upon any inquiry, evidence, report or|
other sufficient_ information and is a radi-|
cal departure from the principle of ac-|
ceptance of provisional voters” lists andl
is invidious and unquestionable.”
Suppressed Report on Ross Rifle.
By what process of adroit elimination !

there was omitted from a return re-
cently brought down in the commons, a|

report upon the Ross rifle, made by the[

British War Office experts, remains to be
explained. But that a test of the rifle
was made and a report upon it sent to

the militia department here was shown
by a return submitted recently to the sen-
ate. From the official correspondence it
appears, therefore, that in October 1906,
Lord Strathcona forwarded this report to
the Minister of Militia, his lordship writ-
ing as follows:

“With reference to the letter to your
department dated 26th April last, re-
specting the supply of samples of the
Roes rifle to the war office, I have the
konor to transmit to you herewith for
your information, a copy of a letter
(dated 27th ult.) which has reached me
from that department on the subject, to-
gether with a copy of the report by the
chief superintendent of ordnance factor-
ies, Royal Armenal, Woolwich.” The chief
superintendent’s report is an exhaustive
one, but the main point of interest in it
is the portion in which he states his cone
clusions as follows:—

Rifle Condemned.

1—The bolt and body are strongly con«
structed and serviceable.
. 2—The lock bolt in this rifle is defective
inasmuch as it does not withdraw the
cocking from the gear sufficiently.-

3—As the primary extraction depends
upon the momentum obtained in the
first movement of the bolt, the extractor
appears to be somewhat weak, being made
of sheet material.

4—The magazine is poorly constructed,
made of thin sheet steel, depending on the
woodwork mainly for its support. The
cut off is simple and cheap, but unsatis-
factory.

5—The construction of the back sight
is decidedly weak, the leaf being made
of thin sheet metal, pressed up to form
a rib in imitation of Mauser’s. The
strength of the lugs for the leaf is very
poor. The slide is poorly fitted through-
out, and the main object in this sight
appears to have been cheapness of con-
struction.

6—The nose cap is weak in construction
but one that could be cheapened.

7—The eliding trap in the butt plate is
not likely to be very durable as any blow
on the plate would fix it.

8—The stocking of the action is very
rough and the fitting poor.

Sam Hughes'’ Kepori.

Curiously enough the senate return con-
tains a report made by Col. Sam Hughes,
as member of the board of experts which
passed upon the Ross rifle in 1901. Col.
Hughes’ report, which is countersigned by
Col. Otter, as president of the board, is
in marked contrast to the finding of the
British ordnance experts. Col. Hughes’
wrote:—

“It may be noted that on active ser
vice in South Africa I chanced to take
several ‘straight pull’ rifles from the
Boers, although the action was weak the
resistance lug or block being at the rear
of the bolt yet the ease in loading and
firing, the steadiness of the rifle, its maga~
zine, its steadiness, impressed me. It was
Manlicker type, straight pull.

“The Sir Charles Ross rifle has all the
advantages of the other with none of its
drawbacks. The Sir Charles Ross rifle
Jocks its resistance lugs at the forward
end- of the bolt, it is the strongest rifle
I have seen, it is least likely to get out of
order and is the simplest to dismount
angl( put together.”

ir Frederick Borden, replying ta
Mr. UFoster in the House today,
said he was in communication with

the Quebec Tercentenary commission ae
to the participation of the army and
navy veterans in the celebration. Sir
Frederick reminded the house that whab-
ever was done in a military way was to-
be met out of the vote for the annual
training of the militia and that although
the veterans had paraded before tha
Prince of Wales in Toronto it involved no
expenditure, so far as the government was
concerned.

The minister of militia told Mr. Worth«
ington that nothing had been eettled as tov
the regiments that would take part im

(Continued on page 2, third column.)

COTTON OPERATIVES
aEFUSE T0 STRIKE AT
OFFHICIALS' BIDDING

tmployes of Magog Mills Will Con=
tinue at Work and Accept Wage
Cut. »

(Special to The Telegraph.)

Montreal, May 7.—There is lively evi-

dence of disunion amongst the textile
union with regard to their differences
with the cotton companies which may

lead to a failure of their strike against
the reduction of ten per cent. in wages
which was put into effect on May 1.

The operatives of the Magog mills to«
day refused to go on strike at a gencral
meeting at which President Gignac of the
union and Wilfrid Paquette, secretary of
the federation, were both present. While
Mr. Paquette is strongly in favor of the
strike Mr. Gignac is not enthusiastic and
there does not secem to be any strongly
concerted movement amongst the officials,
The latter, however, at the mass meeting
endeavored to persuade the op-ratives to
strike, but after a lively discussion the
employes decided to accept the reduction
so far as the Magog mills were concerned
and have continued to work.




