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Christian Experience. utterly unattainable by the prescriptive righteousness of to say that we have come short of our best, and all wish
at least, with the new opportunity, that we may begin 
afresh.

a worldly pharieaiem.
It will alao have immediate effect on the executiveBY EBV. a. W. CULYKR, A. M.

While Chriatian experiences differ aa widely as the per
sonal traita of different individuals, there are, neverthe
less, certain characteristics that are alike in all caeee. 
It may be well for ue to take note of what is essential 
and therefore true of Chriatian experience in general. 
It would be a serious thing to mistake here and eo live 
under a ruinous delusion.

In considering the nature of Chriatian experience, we 
need to discriminate carefully lest we mistake that for 
Christian experience which is not even Chriatian at all. 
There may be a great deal of religious experience that is 
not Christian. Undoubtedly the whole religious nature 
is wrought uj: on in the case of the heathen devotee, or 
the Roman Catholic neophyte. Among the ignorant 
and superstitious, in professedly Christian communities, 
an emotional craze running easily into animal éxcitement, 
is often mistaken for an unusually deep and intense 
Christian experience. On the other hand an aesthetic 
sentimentalism gives the easy-going worlding an assur- 
surance to which he is by no means entitled. Feeling, 
it must be conceded, entera largely into genuine Chris
tian experience, but it must alao be admitted that there 
may be as great depth and intensity of feeling when the 
experience is not genuine, and the individual is the sub
ject of a ruinous delusion. It is possible that, in our 
evangelistic methods, too much stress is laid on mere 
feeling, and conversions may be leaa intelligent and con
scientious and resolutely principled than is desirable.

We may say, then, in brief, that a genuine Christian 
experience ia a complete realization of Christianity in 
every power, and function, and faculty, of the entire 
human nature. It will operate as a restraint, checking 
the tendencies to excess. It will give courage in con
flicts with evil. It will give comfort to the sorrowing 
and hope to the despondent. Withal, it will live in the 
light of eternal verities, giving the energy of victorious 
life even in the hour and the presence of death.

Do we inquire what is the source of Christian experi
ence ? It is supernal in its origin. _ It is the product of a 
life that is not an evolution of mere environment, 
though it may be greatly helped or hindered by sur
rounding conditions. It cornea down from above and is 
superadded to our common human life. Ita source is 
the Holy Spirit. It is the impress of the Spirit of God 
on the human spirit. There is always a fellowship with 
the divine in Christian experience. The experience is 
altogether human, with, it may be, all the individual’s 
personal idiosyncrasies, but the divine is in it—clearly 
and distinctly divine. As it was in the incarnate Word, 
and, by consequence, in the written Word, so it is in 
this experience of the living Word, the divine and the 
human co-operate and give the united result. We must 
therefore bear in mind that the divine is always preaent, 
and there is no other source in the universe from which 
such an experience can originate.

Now, when we speak of the Holy Spirit it seems to 
some as if we had run into inscrutable mystery. With 
others it suggests an aimless and unregulated religious 
excitement. With some it is conceived as an actual 
ghostly presence, acting upon human souls with all the 
uncertainties of an infinite caprice. Many of our most 
pious Christian workers speak of the influence of the 
Holy Spirit in terms of materialism, as if it were some 
sort of dynamic force. After all this confusion of repre
sentation, there must be some distinctive test by which 
we can know whether the influence acting upon us is the 
influence of the Holy Spirit, and this will determine 
whether the experience it produces ia Christian expert-

New Testament instruction leaves no doubt on this 
point. The Holy Spirit ia the "spirit of truth," and this 
truth centers in one distinct personality—"The Way, the 
Truth, and the Life." The influence of the Holy Spirit 
ie therefore the influence of the truth in regard to the 
ever preaent Christ. "He will glorify me because he 
will receive of mine and will tell it unto you." It is the 
influence of this one divine personality, acting as a liv- 
i ng presence ап<Ґ power in the human consciousness. A 
genuine Christian experience, then, is one that is in 
harmony with thie truth; is, in fact, the experience of 
this truth informing, moving, impelling, inspiring the 
human epirit. Here, then, is the test, and we have sim
ply to ask in any case, Are these moods and feelings, 
these taetes and sensibilities, the impulses by which we 
are being incited to action, moved and molded by the 
truth as it ia in Jesus ? <

We may readily infer what will be the effects of a true 
Christian experience. The epirit of truth will, with first 
and most immediate effect, quicken the intelligence, im
pelling to thought, reflection, inquiry. It will very 
naturally put all the thinking powers into vigorous 
action. So whfcre real Christianity prevails we may rea
sonably look for progress in knowledge, the broadening 
of intelligence, and the exercise of superior wisdom. 
There will also be a new influx of consdentiouanesa, 
giving a higher appreciation and approval of the right, 
and added sensitiveness and repellance against the 
wrong; in abort, a new righteousness, built upon spirit
ed foen dations, and having a vital

powers. One can not receive the epirit of truth without In our relations to others doubtless the same thing 
being moved thereby to repentence and the exercise of exista. There is a vast deal of philanthropy and helpful- 
faith which works by love. Not only will obedience be neas and chivalry and good-heartednesa in this world of 
demanded in the nature of the case, but there will be oura. There is much selfishness of purpose, doubtless, 
imparted a spiritual energy to meet the demand, and to but in the main we are inclined to think that people 
enter on the work of Christian enterprise.

If the higher powers are thus brought under the influ- that they would rather give pleasure than inflict pain,
ence of the truth, surely the subordinate powers will be And yet, with all this, we recognize anti acknowledge
subject to the same influence, and the divine life, that the fact that we might have given more of helpfulness
has been received at the first by the intelligence, will and hindered less, if only we had thought. In our own
course through the whole nature with quickening and homes, in our wider associations and business areas,
renewing power. Self-mastery and consecration to perhaps, we might have been more kind, more inspiring,'
noble achievement will bear witness to the genuineness more encouraging than we have been. At any rate it is
of the complex experience. well enough for us to think of the possibility of this, and

The activities of the Christian life at the first will be of our being better along these lines. It may help us to 
largely those which have been prescribed. Love for the be sunshiny when otherwise we might he cloudy ; to 
Saviour will express itself by faithfulness in this liuç of speak a cheery word and withhold the unkind remark ;
things "If ye love me, ye shall keep my command- to exerciee a helpful ministry when otherwise we might
mente." "He that loveth me not, keepeth not my say- pass thoughtlessly onward. As the years go by and aa
ings." The integrity of the Christian character will de- our friends depart, it is not the inspiring word or the
pend upon the fidelity and alacrity with which the indi- helping hand, or the kind act that we regret ; it is always 
vidual tasks himself in the duties of the Christian life. the reverse that we bemoan when the opportunity is gone
The commands of his Saviour will not allow of omisaion, forever. We think if we only had said this, or done
or change, or substitution. It will not do for him to that, when the chance was in our hands, how glad we
minify the sense of obligation at this stage. would be. There is an opportunity for us along this line

But it will come to pass at length, in the development to begin afresh, 
of Christian experience, that Christ shall impart Lis own Well, perhaps it is our church life that we are passing 
spiritual nature, his personal qualities of mind and heart in retrospect. Somehow we have not been quite so 
to his faithful followers; so that he lives in them, repro
ducing in them hsaving power, and making them the 
medium for the'" salvation of others. And it will result

would rather help their fellows up than push them down ;

faithful as perhaps we might have been. Secular affaire 
have crept in and the higher life has suffered. The 
world has been too tangible and the spiritual realm too 
unreal and far off. Liatleeaneee, perhaps, may have 
overcome us when there should have been activity, and 
forgetfulness when we ought to have remembered. But 
it ia not worth while to go on with the catalogue. The 
thoughtful will discern their own defects and will be

that what was done only at the call of duty, at the first, 
will gro# to be the habit of the life, and will become a 
joyous privilege. Goodness of heart will come into evi
dence without any special effort or show of self-con
sciousness. The all-controlling motive will be the love 
of Christ. And this will produce ita own proper moods gl*d of another opportunity to begin afresh.

We have not meant in any wise to be gloomy in thisand feelings, will progressively sweeten the temper 
change the dispositions and affections, the emotions, <dd уе»г retrospect. We have simply wanted for our-

of sin and the putting on of the new or Chriatly life. ourselves and our Lord, we have profoundeet reason for 
We shall have, therefore, a renovation of the nature by rejoicing. If we have, there is opportunity to retrieve

the fault. Better is always before us than the best we 
have thus far won. Our promised land is not in yesterday, 
but in today and tomorrow. Let us move on to 
it, remembering what has been only to forget, 
past not paralyze us but inspire, and cause us to reach 
out after larger things to come, which by God’s blessing 
we may yet attain.—Commonwealth.

the "renewing of the Holy Spirit;" a process that pro
gressively assimilates the disciple to his Master, the be
liever to his Saviour. A prosperous Christian experience 
will, therefore, constantly grow in Christlikeneea. And 
Chrietlikeneae is the root, and carries in it the "promise 
and the potency" of the heavenly blessedness. Chriet- 
likeneas is salvation. "We shall be like him, for we 
shall see him as he is."—Journal and Messenger.
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Mrs Anne Besant having lately made an American 
tour delivering addresses upon " The Beauties of Hindu
ism," the "Reisaud Rayyet," an influential paper of 
Northern India, notices her labor of love as follows : 
’ ‘ When an English lady of decent culture professes to
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Beginning Afresh.
We do not mean beginning a new century. Despite 

what has been said on the other side, we believe that the b« sn edmirer of pantric mysticism and Krishna worship, 
new century will not begin until 1901. It takes io units il behooves every well-wisher of the country (India) to 
to make a decade and it takes ioo units to make a tell her plainly that sensible men do not thank her 

eloquence for gilding that which is rotten." The Indian 
Nation, also a straight orthodox Hindu journal, declares

century. . . .
But we do not mean this so much in this article. It is 

rather the beginning afresh of the various relationships that “the Pnre and undefiled Hinduism which Swami 
into which we are brought, and for which the new year Vivekanenda preached has no existence today ; in fact, 
gives opportunity, that we have in mind. We are wont bas had no existence for centuries, but on the contrary 
to think a good deal of this and it is well that we do. abomination-worship is the main ingredient of modern
Considerable fun is made over new year's resolutions Hinduism." The Hindu, published at Madras, says of
and the turning over of a new leaf, and all that. And the endowed temples and shrines of India that "they 
yet, there is very much to be said in favor of something arc corrupt to the core. They are a festering masa of 
* thl. kind. W. mayae to the «Hug of potion, and 'îLSS

the discharge of duty, be conscious, in looking back, of [heee priests as •• ignorant, profoundly aelBsh, immoral." 
much that might have been different. The beginning It mentions the popular dancing girls of India only to 
afresh, which the new year allows, may be of real help say that such a girl "insults the Deity by her very 
to -a. Without formulating a aet o, reactions, we may "£ £ „ГьГь^іі 
entertain many a helpful thought. before the bar of God in witness against the system

Personally, perhaps, we have not been all that we which tolerates it." Americans must be densely Ignorait 
might have been. We have possibly been indolent where of India as it is to endure such addresses as those of Mm.
W\.*b0a!l!r' b“” ,ctlT^,nd‘rri^bl= ”°u«h‘ MadamegBUv.ti£ о?сЖеГоі=и« w«
to have been sweet tempered. We have not, it may be, ever heard of Wendall Phillips summed up the whole
made the most of our time, and have not done the best debate by saying, " The sufficient answer to all claims
possible for ourselves. It is easy to become somewhat Put f°rtb in the interests of Indian faiths is India. 1 
morbid in a retrospection of this kind, and yet, without Interior, 
anything of this, probably the best of us will be willing 
to recognize shortcomings. This is true of young and 
old as well For the latter must, if they live at all, keep 
on making the beet of everything. The richest draught The United Kingdom : A Political History. By Goldwin 
of the wine of life need not be quaffed until the beaker 
is empty. We need not feel, however, that our beat haa 
not been done, because in eveiy instance we may have 
not succeeded. Failure sometimes is *s creditable as 
success, if the worker’s very best has been put into it.
Browning says :
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Literary Notices.

Smith, D. C. L., Author of "The United States : A 
Political History,’’ etc. Two volumes. Crown 8vo. 
Price $4. The Copp, Clark Co., Limited, Toronto

The purpose of Professor Goldwin Smith’s new work 
is clearly suggested by its sub-title It is a political 
history of the United Kingdom from the earliest times 
to the Reform Bill of 1832 It is a companion work to 
his former work on "The United States: Apolitical 
History," and, read with it, it represents the political 
growth of the English race Professor Smith has treated 
his second work with the same succinctness and with the 
same epigrematic force and weight as he did his work 
on the United States, which The Nation characterized aa 
" a literary masterpiece, as readable aa a novel, remark
able for ita compression without drynees, and ita brilliancy

" It ia not what a nh» does which exalte him, 
But what man woulcbdo."

And again :
" What I aspired thbe,

And was not, cocuifon 
Perhaps these statements of the pae 
there ia aomething in them. AnS 
allow nat we may make for omaelvee, we ага all ready withowt any rhetorical effort or

me."
are too broad, but 
yet, after all the
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