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BRITISH CRUISER SUNK

WITH 28 OF HER SEAMEN

HON. DR. PUGSLEY HONORED
BY MONTREAL LIBERALS

In Able Speech at Reform Club i?)anquet
He Outlines Policy for Development of

G

~ Like Birkenhead

; HeroesMen Wait-
¢dDeathinRank

Cruiser Gladiator Rammed

- and Destroyed in Storm
by American Liner St
Paul Saturday

SOUTHAMPTON. Apri) 26—The Am-
erican Line steamship St. Paul, which
left Southampton on her reguilar voy-
age bound for New York yestacday af-
ternoon in a dense snow storm,rammed
and destroyed the British sccond-class
cruiser Gladiator ofi the Isle Jf Wight.
The first reports statzd ~hat from
twenty to thirty of the Gladiotol’s
crew had been drowned, but later in-
telligence reduces the number.

' 'No one on the St. Paul was killed or
injured.

The total number of 4ead and rmfss-
JAng of the Gladiator’s. crew as a re ult
&f the collision is 28. The admiralty
Jlate tonight issued a revised list of the
names of the victims, -which includes
an additiopal death in the hospital,
bringing the total of Jdeaths known up
to five. Twenty-three men are missing,
according to the list and six are suf-
fering severe inijuries.. The secretary
of the admiralty expressas fears that
eight othars are still missing, but is
unable to give the-names as Yyet.
Divers today seurched part of the
sunken cruiser for bodies, but did not
find any.

The opinion among shipping men and
naval officers and offcials appegars to
be -unanimous that the accident was
unavoidable, being one of the chances

_of the sea which all seamen must risk.

There will be the usual navai court
and an inquiry by the Board of Trade.
The officers of both ships refuse to dis-
cuas the affair until they have given
their testimony officially. All witnesses
of the disaster agree that both crews
behaved as well as possible.,

Coming so soon after the loss of the
torpedo boat destroyer Tiger, which
was sunk by the cruiser Berwick off
the Isle of Wight on April 3 last,
thirty-six men being drowned, the
sinking of the Gladiator is a severe loss
to the British navy.

The mayor of Portsmouth has issued
an appeal to the nation for a relief
fund for the sufferers of the Gladiator
and the torpedo boat destroyer Tiger,
which was recently destroyed.

The St.-Paul left Southampton at
ha@-past tweive o'clock. She was an
hour behind her usual time of sailing,
the delay being due to the belated ar-
rival of the passgnger train which was
blocked by snowdrifts on the trip fromy
London. The weather was compara-
tively clear in Southampton waters,but
immediately the St. Paul turned into
the Solent, which runs parallel to the
Isle of Wight, she encountered a fiérce
blizzard. captain Passow and his
chief officer, with the American line's
regular pilot, were on the bridge and
a lookout man was posted in the bows.
Suddenly a ship appeared immediately
n front of them.
or at anchor.
astern,” was ordered in an endeavor to
clear the cruisér, but it was too late.

/the anchored vessel amidships,
liner quivered and reeled and her pas-
sengers rushed on deck in great alarm,
the women on the verge of a panic.
The officers and crew acted with the
greatest coolness and allayed the ter—
ror with a fine display of discipline, as
though she were the best trained man-
of-war. Five lifeboats were lowered
within a few minutes to rescue the
crew of the Gladiator, which had sus-
" tained a death blow. The cruiser be-
gan to sink almost at once. Her men
gave a magnificent demonstration of
discipline. At (he captain’'s command
they formed in line on the deck and
stood in ranks while the cruisér settled
down. In obedience to orders succes-
sive batches marched to the gangways
and entered the St. Paul's boats until
practically the whole crew had been
taken off and landed at Yarmouth, on
the Jsle of Wight,

/

CAPTAIN LAST TO LEAVE/.

The Gladiator's crew numbered 450
men and Captain Walter Lumsden,
true to naval traditions, was the last
to leave his ship. Only a few men
then were missing and it was thought
that most of them had been saved by a
boat which had put out from Yar-
mouth. Captain Lumsden on landing
at once sent a message to Capt. Passow
thanking him for his promptitude in
lowering boats and speaking in the
most complimentary terms of the con-
duct of the American seamen.

The Gladiator soon settled down.
Only her upper works are now visible.
The St. Paul returned to Southampton
and her passengers put ashore, seeking
accommodations at the various hotels.
They will sail by the Teutonic on Wed-
nesday, special arrangements having
been made by the American company.

The fact that the St. Paul sustained
no worse damage than a badly buckled
bow and a comparatively small hole
on her port side is the most remark-
able feature of the whole occurrence.
Her injuries were temporarily repaired
before she put back to Southampton.
On the other hand the Gladiator was
a protected cruiser, espacially designed
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It was the Gladia~ !
“Instantly, full speed i

Transportation and of Canadian Ports.
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MONTREAL, April 26.—The dinner

given in honor of the Minister of Pub-
lic Works on Saturday evening by the
Montreal Reform Club brought from
that gentleman some Very interesting
announcements as to the policy of the
dcpartment over which he has been
czlled upon to preside, -as well as an
alile defense of the administration of
the day.Peter Lyall, the president of
the club, occupied the chair, and
amongst the guests were the repre-
sentative fighters of the Liberal party
in this city.
° Hon. Mr. Pugsley, who was given an
ovation, said that although it was not
the general custom for ministers to ac-
cept invitations to such functions dur-
ing the session, he felt that an excep-
tion should be made in the case of one
of the leading Liberal organizations of
the country and more especially when
that organization is found-in the great
metropolis of the Dominion, which on
commercial and well as political ques-
tions reflects no doubt the feeling of
the whole country from the Atlantic to
the Pacific.

Montreal and St. John

Then Dr. Pugsley referred to the
close tie between the constituency he
represented and the city of Montreal,
and to ihe sympathy the business men
of St. John had always received from
the commercial element of this city.
For years St. John had been under a
great disadvantage, and patriotic Can-
adians were saddened to ses the foreign
trade of their ccuntry carried on in
winter through.a foreign port, the
greater part of it being done at Port-
land. ‘He stated, however, that in the
darkest days the efforts of the Mari-
time Provinces to secure the develop-
ment of the country’s foreign trade
through Canadian channels the port
of St. John, one of the great winter
ports, had always been supported by
Montreal, and for this reason, as well
as many others, he felt it to be a signal
honor to address a representative
gathering of party friends and business
representatives.

The Minister of Public Works said
he had been asked by their beloved
leader, Sir Wilfrid Laurier, to accept
office in the federal arena and he pre-
sumed that the pusiness men of the
country were not a little anxious to
weigh his capacity in administering
the great department over which he
had been called upon to preside. He
alseo felt that when the people of Can-
ada were called upon to pronounce up-
on the measure of success which would
attend those efforts on behalf of his
country that as good business men

| they would judge him not upon the

cpinions he might have expressed on

certain questions thirty years ago, but

rather upon the merits of his acts and
experiences of the present day. He
hoped to so conduct his department
that the just and impartial tribunal

! of public opinion would vindicate the

for ramming. Unfortunately for her, |

she suffered the full force of the St.
Paul's momentum amidships and she
was cut almost in half.

The storm which was responsible for

the collision extends along the whole
southeast coast of England and is de-
sceribed as the worst since the blizzard
of 1881. All the land marks were hid-
den by the driving curtain of snow as
the St. Paul proceeded on her outward
course, and it was exceedingly difficuit
to locate any sounds of warning which
saY g through the storm.

| trend of condition in

The St. Paul's sharp stem rammed f choice Sir Wiltrid had made in calling

the !

him to the nation’s council table.

Not to Ta'k, but to Work

It was true he had not spoken as
ofter as his opponents would seem to
dexire since his arrival upon the wider
scene, but he sajd that nhard work was
far more valuable in his opinion in the
administration of that great depart-
ment than mere talk on the floors of
the House of Commons. “I have,” he
said,“a thousand different public works
going on under my charge all over the
country and I believe I am better serv-
ing the public and the leader who con-
fided that department to my care than
by taking up the time of parliament in
useless discussion.”

He said, however, that when he went

| to Ottawa he was under the impression

that the parliament of Canada was one
of the greatest delibzrative assemblies
in the world, and he also supposed that
the House of Commons was composed
of gentlemen. In fact, he still looked
upon it as a parliament of gentlemen,
but it was at the same time to bere-
gretted that some of the members in
the personal attacks made against him
had forgotten the fact. He felt,however,
that he would not be adding to the
dignity of the parliament of which we
are all so proud by adopting the same
tactics and the same line of argument.
Very frequently the speaker said he
felt that the opposition were paying
him a valued complinient in thus sing-
ling him out as a target for their at-
tacks. Only the other evening a gen-
tleman from his own province, who, by
the aay, had not been very attentive
to his parliamentary duties during the
present secsion, had found it neces-
sary to be present on that particular
occasion to make a personal aitack
upon him ,thus wasting the time of
parlitament and spending the people’s
money by unduly prolonging the ses-
sion.

In referring to the progress the coun-
try had made under the wise and pro-
gressive administration of Sir wilfid
Laurier, Mr. Pugsley quoted from the
Ottawa Citizen of Saturday, which
said:

“For the year 1¢07 and 1908 our total
trade reached the enormous figure of
over $638,000,000. This is more thkan one
hundred dollars for every man, WwO-
man and child, Indian, Esquimau and
rapoose and, more than that, it is an
ircrease of nearly $26,000,000 over the
former year. Some people noticing the
other countries
speak of the possibility of hard times,

| put even if Canada simply held her

| own

instead of advancing with the
wonderfu! strides of the past decade
she would be a wealthy and prosper-
ous country in proportion to her popu-
lation as ccmpared with other lands.”

Canadian Development

After reading the above the Minis-
ter of Public Works declared that they
all knew that although we make this
magnificent showing the Dominion is
only on the threshold of her develop-
ment, and then he went on to say that
he believed the development along the
Grand Trunk Pacific would equal even
if not excel that which followed the
completion of the Canadian Pacific,
and he asked them not to forget that
the Canadian Northern was fast com-
pleting their connecting lines and
would be another great transcontin-
ental, declaring that he believed that
the business men of Montreal when
they did not oppose the present route
at the start fully realized that Mont-
real’'s interests were in safe hands
and that there was no possibility of
their being side-tracked.

“I can tell you, gentlemen of Mont-
real,” declared the Minister, “that you
will not be side-tracked, but that you
will be one of the great termini of this
railway.”

Proceeding, he said it would be simp-
ly an impossibility for Montreal to be-
come anything else but one of the
great terminal ports of the Grank
Trunk Pacific and to share in the mon-
ster development that the completion
of the railway is sure to bring about.

Trade for Canadian Ports

Again referring to the great strides
the Canadian Northern is making in
the west, Mr. Pugsley sald trey would
not be satisfied until that road sys-
tem’s western lines are linked up with
the port of Montreal and Quebec and
those of St. John and Halifax. In a
word h3 declarzd that every effort
must be made to rave the trade of
Canada come te Canadian ports. They
thought ttat a good dea! had already
been done in this direction, yet the
fact remained that no less than 16,000,-
00C bushels of Canadian grain had gone
to the sea last year via Buffalo. It was
at this point, Mr. Pugsley declared,
that the Canagian Pacific and the
Grand Trunk Pacific were about to do
all in their power to divert this Ca-
nadian trade from the-port of Buffalo,
and that more than one Canadian Buf-
falo wculd soon be built up on the
shores of Georgian Bay, where both
ccmpanies had great projects in view
for the development of Canadian trade
through Canadian channels.

The C. P. R, he explained, were
glready at work building from a point
on their nain line to Victoria Har-
bor, a dead level route, over which one
locomotive will be able to haul no less
than sixty cars of grain, and with the!
Grand Trunk Paclfic's project of a
line to Tiffin Harbor by a four-tenth
of one per cent. grade, a determined
effort will be made along the lines
Just incicated.

His Duty

As Minister of Publjp” Works, Mr.
Pugsley felt it to be duty to place
these harbors in such a position to
handle the traffic that it will be sure
to come to the mew ports which are
to spring up on our own Canadian
shores. He also proceeded to advo-
cate a liberal, though carzful expendi-
ture on the part of the government to
assist transportation by  building
wharves and dredging rivers, so that
the farmers can get their produce to
market at the most reasonable terms.
In fact, he believed that any govern-
ment would also be justified in spend-
ing a limited amount on public build-
ings in quarters where other expendi-
ture is not large, so as to cultivate
public taste, to stimulate the citizens
and to make the people contented and
proud of fhe locality in which they live.

In conclusion, Dr. Pugsley sald he
would tell their leadsr how enthusias-
tically his name had been received. in
Montreal and he added: *“Sir Wilfrid
deserves it all, for no man before or
since Confederation, has ever filled so
large a place in the public mind of
Canada; neither has any other man
stood so high in the affections of his
fellow countrymen.” He believad, in
fact, 'that Canada would again mani-
fest its confidence in their leader by
returning him to power whnen the elec-
tion is called by a larger majosity than
ever before.

When the applause which greeted Dr.
Pugsley’s closing words had subsided
Leon Garneau propos:d, *“Our Cause,”
in a clever speech, the toasting being
replied to by Mr. Rivet, M. P. for
Hochelaga.
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Elderly Aunt—“1 suppose you won-
dered, dear little Hans, why I left you
so abruptly in the lane. I saw a man,
and oh, how I ran!”

Hans—"Did you get him?"—Fl"e-
gende Blaetter.

Baby's
Own Soap

. Best for Baby, best for you.
Avoid substitutes.
Aldert Soaps Lid. Mfrs., Monlreat,

Try *‘Albert’’
Talc—Violet
Scented and
antiseptic.

CNIL SERVEE
T0 B MADE
NON PARTISHN

OTTAWA, Ont., April 26.—The cab-
inet on Saturday held a long sitting,
d;scusuing pending legislation of large
importance to be presented to parlia-
ment at an early date. Tha princiual
question before ti™ minisfers was the
proposed rew Civil Service Act. The
bill as now contemplated will be of &
radical character, and will practically
revolutionize the civil service system
in respect to appointments and promo-
tions and the classification of the vari-
ous officials, employes and so forth.

It is understood that the new act will
be based largely on the British civil
service system, and will obviate as far
as possible the evils of the patronage
system complained of in the report of
the Civil Service Commission. It is
rrobable that a civil service board will
be estaBlished independent of all par-
tisanship to supervise all appointments
and promotions. .

The minister and deputy minister of
each department will exercise a larger
avthority than at present in the mat-
ter of appointing and promoting offi-
cials. Their recommendations will then
go to the civil service board, who will
pass upon them. It is the intention of
the act to take the service out of poli-
ties and make it practically independ-
ent of patronagze committees and parti-
san influence. There is little doubt
that this will receive the hearty support
of all the members on both sides of the
house, to whom the question has al-
ways been a constant bother and bete
noir.

McLAUGHLIN CO0.'S
MILLS AT BUGTOUGHE
DESTROYED BY FIRE

MONCTON, April 26 —McLaughlin
Co.’s miils at Buctouche were totally
destroyed by fre last night with a loss
of forty o= fifty thousand dollars. The
mills ircluded a butter factory, flour,
saw mill and general store, all of which
were burned. The fire started about
nine o'clock and is supposed to have
c:iginated in the power house, and had
gained such headway when discovered
that it couldn’t be checked. The build-
ings were about a thousand feet above
the village along the M. and B. rail-
way on both sides of the track. Pow-
ell's tannery house and store are situ-
ated apout a hundred feet distant but
escaped. A small culvert on the M.
and B. railway between the buildings
was destroyed, and workmen were en-
gaged today repairing the damage. It
is expected thac temporary repairs will
be effected in time to permit the train
to%¥leave Buctouche tomorrow.

McLaughlin’s mills formed one of the
most important indastries in Buec-
touche, glving employment to a large
number of hands. Their destruction
will consequently be a serious loss to
the place. The company loses heavily
as the mills were only partially in-
sured. The total insurance amounis to
$12,500, while the total plant and stock
in the store cost the coucern betweel
thirty and forty thousand dollars.
Nothing was saved but the company's
books. The insurance is divided as
follows: London, Liverpool and Globe,
$2,000; Western, Norwich Union, Rich-
mond and Drummoned, $2,000 each;
British American, $1,000. These
amounts were on the burtter factory,
flour mill and store, while there was
$2,500 on the saw mill in the Scot'ish
Union. The McLaughlin Co. was or-
ganized some fifteen years ago by the
late Father Michaud. Michael Me-
Laughlin was manager and Felix
Michaud secretary of the company.
Members of the company are unable
to say anything definite as to rebuild-
ing.

—

TEN THOUSAND DOLLAR
FIRE IN WOODSTOCK

WOODSTOCK, April 27.—Fire early
this morning destroyed the Lynch
block at the lower end of Main street,
an old land mark. The loss is about
$10,000. The blaze started shorily be-
fore midright, and at 1.30 a. m. it. was
under eontrol. On the grourd flat of
ihe builaing,which was owned by J. N.
W. Winslow, were Hedley Moore’s har-
ness shop, William H. Everett's book-
store, C. B. Snow’s grocery and Harry
Faulkuer's tin shop. The upper por-
tion was used for sample rooms and
also tenement rooms. The tenants
Jost nearly all their stock, water doing
much of the damage.

NEW BRIDGE AT FALL
RIVER BLOWN UP

FALL RIVER, Mass.,, April 26.—The
BRristol County $750,000 steel bridge,
connecting Fall River and Somerset
across the Taunton River, at the north
end of the town, which was to have
been completed in two months, was
blown up by a heavy charge of dyna-
mite at 12.30 o’clock this morning,
causing.a damage now estimated- at
$15.000, but which may amount to con-
siderably more if it is found the foun-
dations of the bridge Lave been dis-
turbed.

The terrific explosion shook the en-
tire north section of the city and broke
more than 360 panes of glass in the
houses in the vicinity. People were
awakened by the shock and rushed out
of their homes into the streets, clad
only in night garmerts.

The bridge is being built at the ex-
pense of the county. The contractors
employ omly non-union workmen, and
it {s said have suffered tkree previous
attempts to wreck bridges constructed
by them, at Baltimore, Md., 1 hiladel-
phia andé at the Bronx in New York.

sone thousand three hunared and seven-

QUEBEC VILLAGE WIPED °
OUT BY AVALANCHE

CHRISTIE'S FAMOUS AUCTIONS.

E————— TS

Since James Christie and his friends, '
Sir Joshua Reyaolds, David Garrick
and Thomas Gainsborough, received
Lord Chesterfield in Pall Mall, as he |
descended from his coach and six, the |
most precious things that money can
buy have chanzad hands in the fa-
mous rooms that bear Christie’s name.

In those days Christie took great
pains to attract only the ‘‘elect,” and
the cards of visitors were carefully
scrutinized by liveried flunkies at the
door; for here was an exclusive club
where men of rank and fashion often
gathered to exchange courtesies: and
the gossip of court and camp, quite
apart from mere bidding for great es-
tates and palaces of many nations,
jewels of princes, and plate of great
families, pictures and porcelain, statu-
ary and curios. Who does not remem-
ber the sale of Gainsborough’s “Duch-
ess of Devonshire,” when Lord Dud-
ley wired a bid of fifty thousand dol-
lars from Paris, but was beaten by
Agnew, the dealer? And then came the
dramatic theft, and the equally dra-
matic recovery of the portrait years
afterward in this country.

It is a place of beautiful things, of
discreet hush, of subdued mystery. Al-
most. every great work of art in the
world that comes into the market finds
its way there. Long before 1766 Chris-

tie’s was a going concern—none too |

flourishing, be it said, for has not
James Christie himself left it on rec-
ord that his good friend, David Gar-
rick, tided him over a bankruptey with
a loan of fifty thousand dollars?

The priced catalogues of the house
have been and are the standard re-
cord values in works of art for the
Jast two hundred years. They show
extraordinary fluctuation. Thus in
1765 a copy of the Rembrandt etching,
“Christ Healing the Sick,” sold for
only thirty-five dollars; whereas in
1887, at the Duke of Buccleuch’s sale,
an inferior example brought no less
than sixty-five hundred dollars. Art
collections worth ten million dollars
and upward have frequently been of-
fered for sale in these classic rooms.
On such occasions Bmperors and
Kings, with men of wealth from every
nation, commission the greatest of ex-
perts to go to criticize and bid for
treasures which may not come under
the hammer again in generations.

A CURIOUS RECORD.

The value of property knocked down
under the old cracked ivory hammer
that Dr. Johnson and Goldsmith must
have handled baffles all calculation. A
curfous record was the seventy-five
thousand dollars paid in 1885 for the
Dudley Raphael, “The "hree Graces,”
which measures only seven inches
square. Of coure, this was extraordin-
ary; yet enormous prices have been
paid at Christie’s for pictures, as
everybody knows.

Another record' in its day was the
seventy-three thousani seven hundred
and sixty dollars paid for Hoppner's |
three-quarter-length portrait of’ Louisa, |
Lady Manners, afterward Countess of
Dysart. And then there was the fam- |
ous jewelled cup of rock crystal which
brought the enormous sum of eighty-

ty-five dollars at the Gabbitas sale.
Amazing prices have also been record-
ed for porcelain. In a recent season
the art worlds of London and Paris
were startled by a Sevres vage bringing
twenty-one thousand dollars — proof
positive that the pate tendre, the play-
thing of Louis the Well Beloved, the
Pompadour, and du Barry, retains all
its fascination for the collector.
Rarely, indeed, have fakes been of-
fered -at Christie’s; yet a few classic
cases are on -ecord. Some years ago
art loving capitals were startled by the
arnouncement that four superb gallery |
pictures by Constable and two by Tur-
ner were to be offered for sale in
Ckristie’s rooms—‘“the property of 2a|
private gentleman, and never before |
exhibited,” It was indeed an event. The |
vendor’s name was withheld; but this |
is a ecommon occurrence, seeing that
very exalted personages indeed, not to
say the occupants of thrones, frequent-
ly send works of art to these famous |
galleries. Pressed on ihe subject, how- |
ever, Christie’s gave out that the seller |
was a ‘‘well-known connoisseur of high |
social rank.” On the day of the sale!
every art critie, collector and dealer of
note, from London to Moscow and
from Stockholm to Madrid, assembled
before the pictures, chattering excitedly !
in many tongues.
Truly they were imposing, these gor- !
geous canvasses—five feet wide and
high in proportion. The four Con-
stables forming a series of superb EEng-
lish landscapes, while the two Turners
were classical subjects said to be of
the ‘middle period” of the master. But
about them all there was a certain “I
know not what,” as the French say,
that baffled the keen critics. Round
all six-appeared to hover a curious kin-
ship: certain peculiarities of touch and
coloring,‘as if.” in the words of a Paris
dealer, “Turner had worked on Con-
stable’s pictures, and Caopstable oan
Turner’s.” \

FORGERIES.

The faces of the experts were a drol’
study, as there first admiration gav{
place to helpless bewilderment. One ot
two they might have swallowed; but
six! Before long a Viennese ' artist
made himself heard above the hubbub
by pointing out that the pictures were
largely painted from very modern pig-
ments—fashioninable, newly-invented
colors unknown in the days of Turner
and Constabla.
greater. This was certainly an unlucky
slip if the collection were forgeries.

There was vet another test, however,
A cunning Venetian dealer years pre-
viously had given the art world a hint
in testing an authentic example of
Guardi. He would take a pin and try
to stick it into the fattest and most
unctuously pasted part of. the picture.
“1¢ it sticks,” the dealer said, ‘it is
new paint, but try it on a real Guardi.
and you might as well try to force a
pin into a China plate.” The moment
that hint was remembered it was acted

| the British aristocracy became posses-

! lars.

The excitement grew |

upon. One of the Constables was test-

ed—ang proved to be a vertible pin cus-
hion.

The authorities of Christie’s at-once
closed their doors and posted a notice
abandoning the sale.

The history of the forgeries leaked
out afterward. They had belonged to
a rich and eccentric collector, Joseph
Gillott, a millionaire manufacturer of
steel pens of Rirmaingham, who after-
ward left the London National Gallery
a magnificient series of real treasures.
In his latter years, however, the old
man had fallen into the clutches of an
unscrupulous dealer whose exploits had
long been notoricus. Both the Turners
and the Constable had been manufact-
ured under this man’s direction by a
needy but exceedingly clever artist,and
then sold to the aged and credulous
anateur for half a million dollars
When latter some dowbt were cast upon
their genuineness Gillott was greatly
troubled, and resolved to give them the
public test of auction at Christie’s, Af-
ter the dramatic fiasco their owner
contemptuously packed them off into a
warehouse which three months later
was burned to the ground; and then
strangely enough, it turned out that
Gillott had insured his ‘‘masterpieces”
for the entire sum he had paid for
them, so hy a curious turn of the wheel
of furtune he was not a penny the loser.,

MANY EXPERTS CAUGHT.

But there have rot been half a dozen
such cases at Christie’s during a cen-
tury and a half of sales.igQa , officm
tury of sales. And who shall be alto-
gether exempt' from fraud in the do-
main of art? It was only the other
day that Sir Edward Poynter,President
of the british Royal Acamedy, bought
with Government money for the Na-
ticnal Gallery in London a bogus Peru-
ginoi; and some may remember the au-
thorities of the Louvre paying a mil-
lion franes for the so-called “Tiara of
Saitaphernes,” which turned out to
have been a fraudulent copy by a Rus-
sian -goldsmith of Odessa, who later
came ferward and confessed the forg-
ery. /

Wto -can be certain of his purchase,
indeed, when Michael Angelo himself
stooped to deception, chipping and
burying his “/Child Hercules,” and dig-
ging it up later to sell it as an ‘‘an-
tique” at an enhanced price to Cardinal
Riario, who carad for nothing new?
But as far as may be possible the pedi-
gree of all articles offered is known
and guarantesd at Christie’s as the
founder wished it to be.

And, by the way, just inside the su-
perb pillared porticn on King street,
St. James’s, one will see a picture of
the courtly old dandy himself,—tall and
low shoes and buckles, blue silk coat,
distinguished in silk knee breeches with
and delicate lace ruffles, with full wig
and hern spectacles, as befitted his as
sociation with artistocratic cognoscenti.

Chesterficld was his patron then, as
he had been Dr. Johnson’s. The great
arbiter of elegance, although retired
from public life, was renowned all over
Europe as a eonoisseur, and when old
Christie pleaded with him to lend his
acgis to a great saie, the stately coach’
and gix, emblazoned with the Chester-
field arms, would soon be at the door.
The rooms were then in the Pall Mall
Liveried servants clearcd the way for
Chesterfeld and escorted him" to a
thronelike seat on a dias, where a nod
of commendation might be seen of all—
and have its due effect on the bids.

HOW HE GOT HIS START.

The French Revolution was the ill-
wind that blew fortunes toward Cchis-
tie'ss In 1792 many fugitives from

260r Moré Buried

by Terrible Land:
slide

Ten Acres of Earth from
Mountain Side Over-
whelmed Slecping Ham-
let Near Ottawa

-

OTTAWA, April 26.—At five o’clock
this morning a landslide engulfed a
portion of the hamlet of Notre Dame
la Salette in Labelle county, and on
the Leivre river, some forty miles from
Ottawa.

The slide started from the top of the
hil] 100 feet high in the west of the
river and a mass of earth covering ten
acres slipped into the river, which is
thirty feet deep at this point. It was
completely filled and the earth piled
15 feet higher than the normal level
of the water. The water and ice which
was a foot thick, were forced from the
bed of the river and driven upon the
houses on the east bank,crushing them
and drowning the occupants, The
earth and ice blocked the river. The
rising water in the dammed river cut
a canal through and it is believed car-
ried many bodies away. Sixteen have
been recovered, chiefly from a creek
back of the village into which the
debris of the houses was swept.

Mrs. Lapointe and her two sons es-
caped from the ruins of their house
and spent two hours in their night
clothes on the ice before they were
rescued. The ice cut the lower story
off the house occupied by Matthew Hob-
art, but he and his large family, who
were asleep upstairs, were uninjured.

News of the disaster did not reach
Buckingham till noon. The three doc-
tors of this place and twenty coffins,
all that were available, were at once
sent to the unfortunate village.

The ¢ead are Mrs. C. Lepointe, sr.,
and five grandchildren; Camile La-
pointe, jr.,, and three children; Mrs.
Joseph Murray and five ¢hildren; Ade-
laid Murray; Mrs. P. Desjardines and
two boys; C. Deslaurier, his wife and
two children; two English-speaking
travellers, names unknown, who were
staying at Le Courier’s Hotel.

Five years ago there was a similar
disaster at Poupore, five miles from
La Salette. Then the village slipped
into the river, but the movement was
so deliberate there was no loss of
life.

The formation along the Leivre River
is blue clay on an inclineg stratum of
limestone. The action of/frost leaving
and water coming in the spring has
great effect upon this. The two houses
at La Salette were situated on a
tongue of land fifty yards wide, and
this slipped cn the limestone below it
and moved with great force and rapid-
ity clear across the stream and up the
further bank.

RUPTURE BETWEEN
G.P.R. AND MEN

WINNIPEG, April 24.—The C. P. R«
shops here dre closed and will not re-

France, Italy and Holland made their ,
way to London,”and on arrival found |
they were actually embarrassed for |
ready money- And that meant a sale {
of pictures and curios, furniture, jew-
els and plate. It was in this way that

sed of some of the loveliest works of
art the world holds. In one day the
Duke of Leeds bought in the famous
rooms two tiny but marvellous Louis
Quinize commodes, the property of a
princely exile. They were of oak, ve-
neered with king and tulip woods in
floral design, and richly framed ‘in
ormolu. The artist must have spent a
lifetime at the work. Charles Wer-
theimer, the famous dealer, himself
the possessor of an art collection
worth millions, bought the pair for the
Duke for seventy-five thousand dol-

High-class furniture of this neriod is
rarely seen in Christie’s now. The
most exquisite collection of all is in
the Wallace Gallery in London. It is
conservatively valued at twentytwo
million five hundred thousand dollars.

During the London season, from
April to the end of June, Christie’'s pa-
latial staircase and salons are throng-
ed with men and women of rark and
fashion from half a dozen nations. In
1893 the old@ place was practically re-
built both inside and out. The principal
sale room, a lofty and elegant octagon-
al apartment, is a copy of one built in

open until the men decide on their posi-
tion with regard to the new schedule.
The men are inclined to invoke the

I Lemieux act and all hope of averting

trouble has been given up and accord=
ing to the best information available
a rupture would appear to be inevit-
able. Three thousand men would be
affected by a strike.

r——————————

The Sporty Boy. — How would you
tell a young partridge from an old
one?”

The Youth.—By the teeth. <

The Sporty Boy.—Great Scott! Al
partridge has no teeth, youngster!

The Youth.—No, but I have.

mance of the art world.. I was pre-
sent when the Louis Huth collection
of Oriental porcelain and silver came
under the old ivory hammer; and the
great sensation that day was the old
Hawthorn pot picked up for three dol-
lars in a Vienna barber’s shop. It was
the most lovely piece of porcelain I
have ever seen; and was knocked
down, after most spirited bidding be-«
tween the dealers of three nations, for
no less than thirty thousand nine hun-
dred and seventy-five dollars.

Every picture seems to have & his«
tory.- Here, hung in a grand light in
the big saloon, is the “Family of
Darius,” which Paul Veronese paints«

the Adelphi by Adam.
tioneer's rostrum is one he used over
a century and a half ago in the old
rooms. In itself a work of art of =reat

value, it is a superb specimen of Chip- |

pendale’'s own work.
The old Christie family hasr quite
died out of the house, which at pre-

sent is run by men of high social rank |
and vast experience. One of the young- i
er partners is Guy Laking, son of Sir |

Francis Laking, private physician and
intimate friend of King Edward, who
is considered
thority on ancient arms and armor.

Sales are held three or four times a |

From the earliest days Satur-
has been reserved for great vic-
Viewing the galleries before a

week.
day
tures.
sale begins,
in statecraft and society, “princes of
royal blood, merchants of great wealth
and influence, and visiting Americans,
asb“'ell as agents acting for cultured
countrymen.

ROMANCE OF CHRISTIE'S.
Each sale furnishes some little ro-

And the auc- |

the greatest living au- |

one will see leading men |

ed during his convalescence from 'an
| illness in an Italian villa and left he-
hind as a graceful token of favors and
kindnesses received from his host.
More than sixty-eight thousand dollars
was paid for this pleasure in Christie’s
rooms one Saturday afternoon, as it
hung in the midst of other paintings
from ancient country houses and faded
palaces of many lands.

One wonders whether the shades of
| the artists hang about this abode of
romance. Did George Morland see his
little “Dancing Dogs,” which he was
glad to paint for seventy-five dollars in
hard times, find a buyer at twentys
seven thousand dollars? Did grim Sig
Henry Raeburn hear J. Pierpont Mors
gan bidding forty-five thousand sixX
hundred and seventy-five dollars fow
| that charming portrait of his wife in
white and brown? Or did starving
John Hoppner, born to grinding povere
ty in sordid Whitechapel, see a pair of
nis portraits go for forty-nine thousand
nine hundred and thirty-five dollars?

These things are part of the ro*
mance of Christie’s. <




