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THE TWO LIGHTS.

(From Blackwood's Magazine.)
*‘ When I'm & man,” the stripling cries,
And strives the coming years to scan,
“ Ah, then I shall be strong and wise,
When I'm & man.”

*“ When I was young,” the old man sighs,
“‘Bravely the lark and linnet sung
Their carol under the sunny skies,
When I was young,”

¢ When I'm a man, I shall be free

., To guard the right,the truth uphold,”

*¢4%When I was young I bent no knee
¢’ Te poter or gold.’

* Then shall I satisfy my soul

With yonder priz3, when 1’'m & man, ’
*‘ To late I fonud how vain the goal

Te which I ran,”

* When I'm & man these idle tovs
Apside forever shall be flgng.”

* There was no poison in my joys
When I was young.”’

The boy’s bright dream is all before;
The man’s romance lies far behind,

Had we the present and no more,
Fate were unkind.

Baut, brother, toiling in the night,
8till zount yourself not all unblest

If iu the East there gleams a light,
Or in the West.

AN ADVENTURE IN THE MARAIS.

At the time of which I write I had just
been made a partner in our house of busl-
ness, Untll this period I had been much
confined to the counting-houee, and it was
now considered desirable that I should
travel for a few months, in order to make
the acqualntance of our principal customers,
many of whom were French, In those days
rallways were unknown, and the diligences
slow and uncertain modes of conveyance

I therefore travelled on horseback, accom-
panled by my trusty dog, Lion,

Lion was my falthful companion for many
years, and once did me good service, as
you shall hear. On one occaslon, being
bound for Noirmontiers, my road led through
that part of La Vendee known as the
‘Marais,” It was then literally a marsh
tract of country, thinly populated by an al-
most amphiblousrace, The swampy ground
was Intersscted by numerous canals that
frequently served as roadways. Through
these the peasants traversed the district in
flathottomad boats called ‘nloles,’ and always
armed with a long pole, with which they
cleared the quagmires or propelled their
boats, acsording to need,

It was towards the close of the day, in the
last week in October. The air felt chilly
and dawp, A mist huog ever the lowlands,
rendering objects invisible at a short dis.
tance, On one slde of the road along which
I was riding, a broad dyke flowed sluggishly,
on the other stretched an extensive tract of
heath and furze.covered ground, brown and
denolate, though here and therea few blos-
soms still lingered amidst the dark prickly
green. I found it was vain to think of push-
ing on to the coast that night, and I hoped
to come upon some village or farmhouse
where I might find rest and refreshment for
my tired horse and myself, I looked from
side to slde, endeavoring to pierce the mist,
in search of some object that would guide
me. At length, a little farther along the
road, I perceived several cows standing at
the border of the dyke, as if walilng; and
on the opposits side I could faintly discern
traces of culture,

‘There must be a horse hereabouts,’ I sald
to myself, and as the thought passed throngh
my mind a punt came gliding over the d; ke,
impelled by & vigorous purh from the pole of
a sturdy peasant, The cows, lowing, ad-
vanced close to the dyke, evincing their
readiness to be ferried across to their milk-
ing place. As the punt touched the bank
the boatman stuck his pole in the earth,
and threw a rope round a stump of alder,
while the cows stepped on board. Slipping
the rope again, he was about to push off
without takiog any notice of my approach,
when I hailed him,

‘My friend,’ I said, ‘can you direct me to
a honse where I may fiad a night’slodging?’.

‘No,’ the man replied in a surly tone
‘There are not many houses hereabouts,’

‘Bat there is surely afarm over yonder,’
I returned, pointing with my whip in the
direction of the fields,

‘Maybe’ the man answered. ‘Bat we don’t
take in strangers at our place,’ .

‘Without another word, he pushed off to
the opposite side side of the dyke, where the
cows landed, and set off lelsurely homewards,

‘Can you direct me to some place of shel-
ter, my good fellow? I called out as the
man tethered his boat.

He took ne notice, but made fast his punt.
Then with a ‘kup, kup,’ to his cows, he
walked away, and disappeared in the mist,

I conld now only see a few yards before
methrough the Increasing gloom, To be be-
lated in that dlsmal country was no pleasant
prospect. The road was in many places
quite uoprotected from the dykes, and every

* mlle that brought me nearer to the seacoast

rendered the country more dreary, Salt
swamps began to alterpats with sandy
heatb, and the road became little more than
a causeway oarried through s morass, where
the slightost deviation from the beaten
track might cause horte and rider to sink,
with little prospect of rescue.

Now, however, I distinctly heard a foot-
step behind me on the road’ and turning, I
saw & map, who had started out of the
swamp apparently, . leaping-pole in hand.
Lion growled; (but at a word from me he
came close up to my horse, though atill utter.
ing a low, dissatisfied snarl,

The man, as I could perceive in the fast-
gatherlog dusk, was a suffiolently rough,
dlsreputable figure to excite the suspicions
of any dog accustemod to good eociety. His
ragged shirt, open In front, displayed his
brawny chest. His coarse jacket was out at
the elbows. ' Thick-lipped and low-browed
with hishalr hanging in matted locks under his
broad-brimmed hat, his appearance was cer-
fainly the reverse of pre onening. Never-
theless, such as he was, I hailed his advent
as a godsend. Surely he could be induced
by promise of reward, to guide me to some
habitation where I could pass the night,
When I made this proposal, with the offer
of money for his trouble, I could see his eyes
glitter under hia shaggy brows, There was
no village near, not even a farmhouse, he
sald In's rude patols, but if I would put up
with such aceommodation as he could give,
he would take me to his own cottage near at
hand, Igratefully accepted his offer, Any-
thing would be better than to be lost In the
morass, which might only too probably be

~ ST. JOHN, N. B, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25, 1886.

the case as night closed in, The man took
the horse “by the bridle, and led him on,
Lion following close at my heel, still, by an
occasional grow), protesting against the ar.
rangement, Atter proceeding a few hun.
dred yards my conductor turned off the
main road fo a causeway leading to the right
through the swamp. By this time barely
light enough remained to render discernible
the sullen pools that lay here and there on
each slde; while, rising out of the marsh,
patches of higher ground were visible, as we
passed along. These were spparently plant-
ed with oslers and alder trees, and loomed
dark like little islets, in the midst of the
sea of miat that covered the fens, Towards
one of these the man directed his way.

At last we stopped before a cottage, or
rather cabin, through a hole in tha roof of
which a wreath of turf smoke fourd its way,
Adjolning, stood what appeared at flest
sight tobe a mound .of thick foliage, but
which proved to be an cuthouee,

The horse having been relieved of saddle
and bridle, and led into the primit:ve stable,
I followed my guideinto the cotta e, saddle=
bagein hand He at first made some ob-
jeotion to Lion’s entrance, suggesting that
he might remaln In the stable, but to this I
refused to listen. Lion was herefore ad-
mitted, though with a bad grace. I found
the interlor of the cottage low and smoke
stalned. The one unglezed window was
partially closed with a wooden shutter, A
torf fire smouldered on a flat stone that
served for hearth, At one end, in a corner,
stood a 1ude pallet bed covered with sheep-
skins, Opposite was a heavy wooden press
that looked as if, at some former day, it had
seen better quarters,

*You will have the place to yourself,’” sald
the mao fn a hoarse volce; ‘I am going out
again. You'll want supper, I suppose.’

I elgnified that. such refreshment would
cerfalnly be desirable.

He opened the cupboard and brought out
a loaf of black bread, some eggs, and drled
fish, These latter he proceeded to cook.
He then produced a bottle of wine, and set
on the table a plate and drinking-cup of a
more respzctable kind than might have been
expected,

Idrew out my purse, and placed a few
coics In the maa’s hand.

‘If you are golng out let me pay you now,
my good friends,” I said. ‘I must start at
daybreak; probably before you return,’

For a ‘moment I was startled by the
greedy manner in which he eyed the money;
but he merely expressed himself satisfied
and pocketed the coin, Then taking down
a lantern tha$ hung from a nail in the wall,
he lighted it, and set cff on his nocturnal
errand, whatever that might be,

When, having finished my .supper, and
having given Lion his share, I had time for
reflaction, the sinister countenance of my
host began to haunt me unpleasantly.
However, he had provided me with a roof
over my head, and that was something to
be thankful for, in that foggy, dreary, iso-
lated spot. I threw more turf on the fire,
for the bit of candle that had been lghted
when I began my supper burnt low, and I
gid km)'z relish the idea of being lets In the

ark,

Before it failed me, I thonght it advisable,
fo take a survey of the premises, Besldes
the entrance door, there was another at the
end of the room one side of the press,
Openiog 1t I found it led into a sort of lean-
to, partly filled with hay. I ralsed the
candle and glanced around., The place
seemed to be a receptacle for all morts of
odds, and ends, some of which raised une
comfortable doubts, so out of keeping did
they seem with the cottage and its inmate,
The further I looked the more my sus-
piclons became excited, I took a pole that
stood agalnss the wall and moved the hay,
An irresistible feeling took possession of me
that it had been thrown there for purposes
of concealment; ner was I mistaken, The
fiest object I turned np was a boot of Parls.
ian make, and near to it I found a Russia
leather valise with a brass plate at one end,
on which I made out the initials C, F, -

A cold shiver ran through my frame, It
was a sltuation that might well dlsmsy the
boldest. Icould no longer.question but that
I'had fallen into a nest of biigands. A
very few months before a good deat of pain.
ful Interest had been roused by the mye.
terions disappearance in this part of the
country of a commerclal traveller named
Charles Favel; and the conviction forced
itself on my mind tbat I had come om the
relics of this unfortunate man, It was
scarcely probable, that my host carried on
bis nefarious traffic without accomplices,

For a moment I thought of saddling my
horse and making my escape, but on cooler
reflection such an attempt eeemed to be
only figing from uncertain to certain peril,

‘Forewarned, forearmed,” I said to myself,
ae, returning to the principal room, I took
down the pistols from my saddle-bag, and
looked to the priming,

‘If they make any sttempt upon us they
shall bave a hot reception, Lion my boy,’ T
sald, and Lion looked up in my face and
slowly wagged his tail, as much as to say,

‘Let come what will, we are ready.’

I threw myself on the bed without un.
dressing, aud placed the pistols under the
bolster. Lion stretohed himself at my side.
I bad po Intentlon of sleeping, you may be
sure, I watched the fire for some time, for
the fatigue of the day had overpowered me,
and objects became indletinct before my
eyes, Oace or twice I started as a nolse
canght my ear, but I soon convinced myself-
that it was only my horse stamplog in the
outhounse, or the ducks diatarbed in their
sleep. I struggled hard to keep on the
alert, but the wearled senses refused their
office; past and frelent began to be mixed
up in inextricable confuslon, and at last I
suppose I went asleep,

g must have slept for some hours, when I
was suddenly roused to full consclouzness by
tha roport of a pistol, and a gurgling seund
a8 of someone being strangled, and by the
faint glimmer of the fire I saw a man steal.
ing towarda the bed, and the glitter of a
knife he held in his hand, o

To catch up my plstoland fire was the
work of an instant, Fertunately, though
my aim had necessarily been uncertaln in
the hurry and semli.darkness, the shot had
taken effect, thoroughly disabling the
ruffian, for the arm that held the knife drop-
ped powerless by his side, He ed and
staggered back against the wall for a mo-
ment, then with a volley of ourses he turned
and fled through the open door,:

eanwhile I had sprung from the bed,
and hastened to the assistance of Lion, who
bag pinned another of the brigands by the
throat, The dog’s instinct had proved
rl'ght; a8 I had expected, 1t was the master
of the cottage, He had ceaged to ltﬂlg‘ﬁle
and was noarlly at the last gasp, A dls.
charged platol lay elosejto where he bad

fallen; it muat have gone off In the air when
the dog flaw upon him, thusrousing me. In
my examination of the premises I had . ob-
served a coil of rope; with this I bound the
miscreant’s arms tightly, and them called
Lion off, not a moment too roon,

I did not yet feel myself ont of danger.
It wanted some time to daybreak, and every
moment I expected others of the gang might
come to the rescue of thelr comrade, I re-
loaded my pistol, and at a sign Lion placed
himeelf at the door on the watch, At length
welcome streaks of light appeared ia the
eant,

As #oon as it beoame sufficlently light to
distinguish the pathway through tbe swamp,
I saddled my horse, and with a feeling of
thankfulness at my escape, retraced my
steps to the highroad, leaving my treacher-
ous host bound on the floor of the cottage,

In another hour I saw the liftle fishing
village before me, the sea sparkling in the
moraning eun, and beyond, the fsland of
Nolrmontiers,

When I made my deposition, I gave a full
and particular description of the cottage,
It appeared that a gang of highwaymen had
Infested the district for same time, eloding.
the search of the pollce; no doubt was made
but that the men who had attacked me
formed part of the number.

When the gens-d’armes arrlved they
found the cottage empty; my host must
have been liberated by his accomplices; but,
ongce put on the track, the law soon had the
wretches in its clutch. The ringleaders
were executed, the othera sent to the gal-
leys. :My host confessed. 1t had been
his part to lieln wait for belated travellers
and lure them to his cottage, My suspicions
had been too well-founded; poor Favel had
been murdered, and the same fate had been
intended for me. The ruffians, however,
had not calculated upon the strength and

courage of Licn, He it was who saved my.

life, and was the means of bringing a gang
of desperadoes into the hands of justice.

SCIENTIFIC MISCELLANY.

EraxisE GROGRAPAY.— The field for geogra«
phical exploration is not yet exhausted even in
Europe. Schrader states that in the north of
Spain severs] ranges of mountains exist, some
reaching a height of 10,000 feet, which have ne
place on any geographical msp. In the Aran
valley another discovery has rescently been
made. Triangulation showed a gap unfilled
between twe chains of peaks which,approached
from different sides, had been supposed te form
a single range; and further exploration proved
that the gap contained a large and hitherto un-
known lake, -

AT THE Vesuvian observatory, Palmieri has
found that when steam is condemsed by cold
negative electricity is developed, but that posi.
:li" electricity is produced during evapora.

on,

THE Swedish Academy of Sciences is about
to establish, near Stockholm, a botanic garden
like the famous Kew Gardens in England,

VALUABLE QUARTZ.—A favorits form of
manufacturing quartz crystals is the sphere,
and balls of thrzes inches or more in diameter
are very valuable on account of the rarity of
A T et s Lt ne, Ooe 3
the and moet perfec alls of eryst
known is 6.69 inches 10 diameter, and is now
in Dresden. The fivert'ball in this country is
owned by R, E. Moo~ wearnres 8625 inches
and is valued at $5 00u. 5o rure are the large
pieces of fine quar'z van* v aealer is said to
keep a standiug offsr of $1 000 tor matarial for
a five-inch ball, $1 560 ¢.r vie of fiveand a
half incher, and $4,000 for » veven-inch ball,

THE DISCOVERY of 8 new » utta-parcha tree is
reported from Kast Nicarsgun, tre wmilk of the
*‘tuno” being said to furaish gusis psrcha of a
superier quality, The suppiy is stated to be
practically inexhaustible.

LAND ELEVATION.—Dsna finds that the
average height of the land above sea-level is
about 1,000 feet, and that this would probably
cover the bottom of the sea to the depth of 375
fest; 80 that, taking the average depth at
15,000 feet, it would take forty times as much
land as exists above sea level to fill the cceanic
depressions. The mean height of Europe has
been stated to be 670 fest (Leitpoldt makes it
974 feet); Asia, 1,150; Europe and Asia to-
gether, 1,010; North America, 748; Sonth
Americs, 1,132; sll America, 930; Africa,
probsb'y about 1,600 feet; and Australia, per.
haps 500. 8o far as now known, the extremes
of level in the land are 29,000 feet above the
level of the ocean, in Mount Evere:t of the
Himalayas, and 1,300 feet below it, at the Dead
Ssa, Asia has also a great depressed Caspian
area; Africa, inthe Algerian ‘“‘chotts,” sinks to
160 feet below sea-leve!; while in America,
Death’s Valley, California, reaches from 100 to
200 feet lower than the ocean surface,

THE ADVANTAGE of country life to physical
development is shown by Galton, who has
found that English country boys of fourteen
years average an inch and a quarter more in
height, and seven pounds more in weight, than
city boys of the same age,

‘THE GREAT reflscting telescope at Melbourne
is devoted chiefly to the observation of nebulae.
With it have been discovered indications of
great changes in some of ‘these 7 celestial bodies
during the last few years, such changes being
sought to confirm the generally accepted
nebular theory of the origin of the solar pystem,

Sorr, CRePS AND MOISTUER.— [he interest-
ing researches in Germany of Prof. K, Wollay,
have shown that both eoil and crops have s
great influence upon the proportion of mais.
tore in the atmosphere. "Other things being
equal, the atmospheric . moisture is greatest
over humaus soils, least over sands, and takes
an intermediate position over clays, "‘The ‘air
over flat and concave surfaces is mohtnhn
that over acjacent slopes. Ground inclining to
the north coutributes more to the mojsture of
the air than southern slopes, while rly
and westerly inclines- take an intermediate
place, 'The molsture is' greater over a plant-
covered tract than overa bare goil, and in-
creases with the demsity of the vegetation,
Among ordinary m.ﬂ" meadows impart most
moisture to the air; then follow perennial
foodder plants, such as clover and lucern; then
summer crops which have a prolonged vegeta-
tion, such as turnips, maize, oats, beans and
potatoes; then those of briefer growth, as flax,
rye, barley and pease; and, lastly, winter
wheat.

THE SEVER STARS,—An interesting test of
visual power may be found in the Pleiades,
commonly called “the seven stars.” Ordinar.
ily only eix stars are visible to the naked eye,
although the tele‘uoog: ehows & large number
of smaller ones in the group. Bug netrly 80
years before the dizcovery of the telesco
Moestlin mapped 11 stars; and msy have o
served 14, while Prof, W, ¥, Dennlng, the
well-known English astronomer, claims that
he can usually discern 11 of the stari with the
naked eye, and on one occasion was abl to see
the fourteenth, 4

lg&mcl I!E Dml:SI.—Oonli the
P ological effects of co ) & t
medical aathority concludes that, &? to

& common notion, no effort of will can

check the = development of ki hobia,

Oltgod u 315’ T n:.‘l:;it nl%t :nnot vail
reme

against a t.lﬁn that directly r:t:oh

the imm vicinity of the vital centres, the

mere pin-pricking of which inevitably termin.
abes In doath, : '

FISHERY MATTERS.

The Mackerel Fishery off Escuminac
Point.

How It Is Protected Against American
Poachers.

A Letter from W. H. Rogers of Amberst on
the 8had Catch.

(spncxu COREESPONDENCE OF THE SUN,)
Pornt EscumiNac, Aug, 14,—As the fish-

1 Ing question appears to-be occupying a good

deal of attention just now in the
different papers, a ‘few woids about
the mackerel fishery in this viclnity
would not bs amiss, Mackerel have
been very plentiful off here since the last
week In Jane, but are begloning to get
scarce now. The fish appear to be moving
southward, The fleet fishing off here this
season hsas averaged seventy vessels and
there has been a steamer, the Novelty of
Portland, Me,, here and loaded. There
must have been an enormous quantity taken;
as the schooners got loaded,others arrived to
taketheir place and thefleetisjustaslargenow
as It was at first, Some schooners are back
for their second trip. The fleet is composed
of Nova Scotla, P. E, Island, New Brunswick
and United S:ates vessels, The great major.
ity of them are Americans or U. S, veseels,
The weather has been moet favorable for the
prosecution of the fishery and only once dur-
iog the time has there been any occasion for
‘the vessels to leave the ground on account

| of rough westher, The ground (in this vicin.
;| ity) mostly fished on by the fleet appeared
“| to be about six to fifteen miles northeast

round by east to southeast, off Escuminac
Point, Sometimes the fleet moved farther
off to the northward and sometimes to the
southward, but generally they were on the
above ground. No doubt they found the
mackerel schools more plentiful there, Some
echooners fished In Miramichi Bay and Can-
adian waters, but they were mostly our own
vessels, Oae large schooner, the Geneva, of
Lunenburg, N. S., loaded in Miramichi
Bay.
AS REGARDS PROTECTION,

I may say a few words, The ernlser Lans.
downe has been In these waters off and on,
aleo the Critle, and no doubt their prezence
deterred some of the Americans from poach-
ing, if they were %0 inclined. A person read-
ing the Chatham Advancg a few weeks ago,
would be led to believe that the Americans
were playing the dickens with our fishery ia
Miramichi Bay, and all that a cruiser had to
do was come and capture a few. As a mat-
ter of fact, very few Americans, if any, fish-
ed in Miramichi Bay this year, or in Cana-
dian waters, seen from this point, on
Jaly 12th, there were nine schooners fishing
In the bay, and on the 17th July eleven—
that is, fishing within a line drawa from
Escuminac Point to Point Barrow. That
was the most seen at any one time In the
bay during the summer, fishing ; and it is
probable they were Canadian vessels ; a$
least the most of them were, and they were
all three miles from land,but within the bay,
I have seen a crulser come in the bay when
vessels were fishing there and they still kept
fishing, which would lead one to infer that
they were not Americans, A stranger com-
ing here and seeing such a large fleet of
schooners in sight fishing off here (and they
could most any day during the summer),
might think that they were all Americans
and were fishing In Canadian waters, and
would be apt to ask, as I have heard numer.
ous ones Bay, where are the cruls-
ers ? why don’t they take some of them, or
drive them off ? etc., when, if they only re.
alized that they were outslde of the limits,
and all the crulsers Canada has could not
molest them, they would not be so ready to
find fault,

THREE MILES ON THE WATER

is not so very far after all, and I doubt if
the schooners would venture to throw their
seines within three miles of this polnt. The
fact Is the water 18 too shoal and too full of
lobater traps to riek throwing their deep
geines In. 1 may here say that I noticed
the article in the WEEKLY SUN of the 1l1th
inst., entitled **No Captures,” and I agree
with 1t that no vessel will stay on prohibit.
ed waters when there Is a prospect of a
cruiser coming on the scene; and I may say
further that 1 do not think that a. eailing
crulser or a sfteam one, for that matter,
could catch an American or any mackerel
schooner working within three miles of the
coast, unless it were calm, People must not
suppose that captalns of prohibited vessels
are golog to put thelr schooners in jeopardy
when they can get plenty of fish outside the
limits (which they could do this summer),
and all the crulsers can do is to keep them
in dread of capture, as lobg as they are in
the vicinity of prohibited water.

I also notice In the Chatham World of the
12sh inst, an item entitled *‘A Big Catch,”
referring to the ateamer Novelty making a
baul in Miramichl Bay, etc. As a matter of
fact, that steamer never was in Miramichi
Bay. She wasin sight off here for four
days, fishing, but fished sonth-east of this
point and, I believe, finlshed loading there
on Saturday, the 3lst July, I thiok the
last haul she made was about three miles off
Point Sapln, Isuppose as anitem of news
it filled a space in the paper and that the
editor did not give it a theught, although it
creates a false Impression abroad, leading
people to believe that it was reallyso, 1
also notice In the eame paper an item con-
demning three crulsers for belng off Escumin-
ac. Well, they were off Escuminac on Satur=
day, 7th, about sundown., The Lansdowne
came from thenorthward andanchored offhere
on Snnday morning. She was joined by the
Critio, which also came from the north and
about 12 noon she was jolned by another
crulser which came from southward. About
three hours afterwards the Critic wen$ south
and the other crulser went north, (changing
places 1 lufp['me.) At sundown they both
were out of sight. Oa Monday morning the
Lansdowne went south, returned the same
evening and went north Tuesday morning,
To evening, Tuesday 10th, I noticed
$he mackerel fleet working into view from
the southern and the Critlo was hoverlng
round them, At sundown they went into
Portage island and anchored (about 100
schooners) and the Critlc followed them in,
They all jcame out next morning and re-
sumed fishing outside the limits, 50 you see
the crulsers are doing all they can do, But

it is curlous one paper finds fault with $hem

bere, and 50 on. It is impossible for them
to be everywhere at once and I presume
other places require protection as well as
this, owever the schooners will soon be
gone from this vicinity for the season, A
few words about how the fishing is prosecut-
ed may not be out of place, as I suppose
there are a good many of your readers who
have no idea how they

CATCH MACKEREL NOWADAYS,

The veszels are from 60 to 150 tons and are
the best specimens of schooners that can be
got up. They are mostly two topmast
schooners and oarry a great amount of sail,
They sail very fast, and present a very
pretty sight when they have all their salls
set, Most of them carry a large balloon jib
(s0 called) which reaches from the fore top-
mast head to the end of the jibboom. While
on the fishing greund they are always under-
sall, moving about from place to place,
There are always one or two men at the
mast-head whose duty it Is to look for
schools and note the direction. When a
school is seen the schooner 1is headed for it
and goes as close as possible, but net close
enough to distarb the mackerel. Then one
of the seine boats s manned, (each schooner
carries two selne boats, one dory and from
15 to 20 men) and the boat is brought as near
to the school as possible, When the direc.
tion in which the mackerel are moving has
been ascertained, the men take their places;
ten men pull the boat, the captaln steers
with an oar, and two men throw the seine,
The dory s in attendance with two men
who take and stand by the first end of the
selne thrown; the seine boat moves ina circle
around the school keeping as far from them
as possible throwing the seine all the time
and endeavoriog to surround them without
disturblog them, which they] generally do,
although spmetimes they do disturb them
and have all their trouble for nothing, as
mackerel are very quick fish in the water
and easily frightened, When the boat suc-
ceeds in making a good throw

THE SCHOOL OF MACKEREL

will be surrounded with a large net or seine,
on the bottom of which there are a large
number of rings with ropes running through
them, The men take hold of each end of
the eeine and begin haulinz in the ropes as
fast as possible,which has the effect of draw-
ing the net under the mackerel and into the
form of a-bag or purse, When all is com-
pleted the mackerel can not get away; they
are completely oaged so to speak, and the
schooner then comes alongside of the seine,
and they are scooped onto her deck, where
all hands set to work splitting, cleaning and
salting them, The prooess is repeated till
the achooner loads up, If the school
fs large (the =schooners are pro-
vided with pockets which are nets
of strong twine knit in the form of a bag
and hang In the water alongside) the mack-
erel are put into these pockets to keep them
alive and s fresh as possible, and are scoop-
ed out of them as wanted, Sometimes as
soon as one boat makes a haul and another
achool is near by, the second boat is manned
and another haul made while those on board
of the vessel are clearing the other seine,
The selnes are large nets from 300 to 400
yards long and from 12 to 15 fathoms deep,
and cost from $500 to $1,000 each. The
seine boats are from about 25 to 30 feet long,
sharp at both ends, and very round at the
upper part of the stem =0 as to enable them
to tow easily and turn quickly. Some schools
of mackerel move very rapldly through the
water, while others hardly move at all, but
keep playing in the same place for a long
time, These are the schools most easily
captured. ‘
THE SCHOOLS

are of different sizes, from ten barrels up to
two hundred and more, After a seine Is
thrown and cleared out i has to be taken
on the schooner’s deck and every part
arranged in its place and then carefully
piled into the boat o aa to be ready for an-
other cast, The least hitch in throwlng the
seine will sometimes lose the school. Every-
thing must be in its place goas to avoid
fouling and the men must know what
to do. It is very exclting work
and keeps all hands busy night
and day while on the ground. The men are
all on shares—that is they get as their pay a
share of the [fish and the schooner takes
the rest, The men have to find
their own salt and barrels; the schooner or
owners find the provisions and ousfis,

You thus see how hard it is to catch a
fisherman on prohibited ground with men
always on the masthead, who can see a cut-
ter or the smoke of a steamer a long way off.
When they know they ‘are trespassing they
are all the more watchful,

AMHERST, Ang, 16,
To the Editor of The Sun := L

8181 notewhat{youlsay anent my remarks
on shad fishery, in reference to which I may
remark, that while it isdoubtful if any more
efforts have been made during the lact than the
first period fof eight years, to catch either shad
or alewives, it ia also doubtful if increased nets
and men employed would mean more fish
canght, Each net would take less—that is ail
—the aggregate being about the same, bscause
both the fish and the fishery are limited, the
one in numbers and the other in area, This
would also be true in reference to the
salmon fisheries for the same reasons, but of
course will not apply to herring, mackerel or
codfish for these fisheries are almost bound'ess,

Ifind I was inerror in my last, as there
were 4,778 bbls, more caught during the latter
than the former period, instead of 3558, I
overlooked 244,181 lbs. under head of home
consumption in ’84 and 85, which in previons
years were entered in the way and not
as used fresh by the

Lobsters do not m north and south as
do shad, but may be caught at and every
season of the year along our m&. They
propogate on our shores, hence ¢ g is
more likely to _exhaust the supply, ' The shad
caught in the Bay of Fundy from 20th' June
on to September do not spawn in our
rivers, but er south, and are to

a ocoast and not a river fish

us
Their abundance or scarcity on our coast de- | car

pends much upon the temperature of the water
in the bay, Prof, Baird and his staff of scien-
tific experts have proved that shad keepin a
temperature of from 60 to 65 deg. Fabr, and
our experience corroborates this, The springs
of 1872 and 73 were cold and late, hence the
water In the bay would be cold snd the catch
of shad which was 11,479 bble. in 1870, and
15,868 in '71, fell to 6,938 bbls. in °72, and

7,505 in 773, Then in 1874 and ‘75 they went
d 14,896 bbls, respectively,
upmt: 3.842‘»““ h:‘ndﬂ both pro!

were not in the
2°n’ght. Then, in 1880 and ’81, we oaught

14,819 and 10,822 bbla, ely—1883 and
for not belag here and another for being | "84 g g i

sgaia cold snd cloudy weather, we

caught gnt 7,077 and 7,733 bbls, respectively,
weath-

while last year, 85, with warm, bright

er, we caught 14588 bble. What may be
caught this year I do not know, as returns
have not li“ been made, These fluctuations
occurred in the face of the usual efforts to catch
~— it must be borne in mind.

The Americans catch their shad in the rivers
and estuaries when on their way to epawn, just
in the same condition as the 8t. Joha early
spring shi are full of spawn, They
have no summer shad fishery in their salf
water bays as we have. We, in Nova Scotia
catch a'most no spring.spawning shad, yet onr
people catch all they can, when they srein
the rivers, The May shad fishing begins
about 20th June, several wesks -after our
spawning season is over, and about the time
our river shad are descending the rivers—a poor

t fish unfit to eat, while those canght in
the bay are fat snd good and must have
spawned two or three months earlier.

“"The catch of alewives in-Nova Scotia is not

the result of increased effort to catch, but on
the contrary, the demand having been limited
and prices low, the effort: to catch has been .
very much less during three or four years past,
a8 will be seen on reading the reports of local
ovaraeers,

It is singular, but true, that even the St.
John river shad, in the face of all the harbor,
weir and drift net fishing, as well as the effort
to catch up the river, has not during the 18
years since confederation shown any sign of
decrease, as during '84 and "85 there were taken
2,390 and 2,189 bbls, respectively, and in 1878
and 1879 but 429 and 521 bbls., yet the weirs
and ﬁshermYen caught all they fc‘:)lllllt'l.

ours very respectfully,
W. H, RogErs.

LUGRIN’S EXCURSION,
The Trip from §t. John to Grand Falls.

(SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE OF THE SUN )

It was raining, and blowing, and generslly
behaving ill when the New Brunswick railway
special bowled out of St, John on the voyage
of discovery to the upper St. John, Probably
the residents of the land to be explored mighs
object to this way of stating the case, but the
reflsction is at the expense of the explorers
rather than the explored region. All places
exiat before they are discovered. America
was well known to many persons before Co-
lumbus saw it. To say that he discovered the
continent of America, is only another way of
saying that he was previously thus ignorant.

The same might be said of many of Lugrin’s
explorers, However, all hands were willing to
learn and nobody minded the rain.

Secretary Lugrin joined the party at West-
field, having arrived by the down train. The
following persons composed the party after
Fredericton Junction was reached :—

R. E. Armstrong, Globe, St. John; John.
Bowes, Telegraph, St Jobn, Mrs, Bowes; 8,
D, Scott, Sux, 8t, John; H. T. Stevens, Times,
Moncton, Mrs, Stevene; R, McConnell, Zran-
script, Moncton; J. L. étowm, World, Chat-
ham, Miss Stewart; H. A. Oropley, Capital,
Fredericton, Mrs, Cropley; L. O, Macnutt,
Farmer, Fredericton H ¥ H,

Chronicle, Halifax,
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Stockton; Mrs, O, H. y Fredericton;.
Mrs, Ira Cornwall, jr., London, Eng.; James
8. Beek, auditor general, Fredericton; G. N.
Babbit, deputy receiver general, Fredericton,
Mes, Babbit; T, C. Allen, cletk supreme coust,
Mrs, Allen, Miss Botsford; Mrs. Dickinson,
8t. Louis, Mo,, Miss Dickinson; Prof. Roberts,
Windeor, N. 8.; A. 8. ilurray, managecr
Maritime Bank, Fredericton; . Wilsop,
M. P, P., Fredericton; W, P, Flewelling, pro-
vincial lumber agent, Fredericton, Mrs, Fiew-
elling; James K. Simmons, St. Mary’s, Mra,
Simmone; W. Anderson, Fredericton; Z. R,
Everett, Fredericton; Mrs, W, T, Whitehead'
Fredericton; Mr, Cowles, Connecticut, U.8,A.

H, C. Fenety, Fredericton; Eibridge Thomp-
gon, Texas; George W. Whelpley, Fredericton,
Mrs, Whelpley; C, H. Cahan, Herald, Hali-
fax; George A. Haggerty, mechanical superin-
tendert N. B, Railway; Miss Louisa Thomp-
son, Fredericton; Wm, W, Stockton, Sussex;
Frank Whitehead, Fredericton; Barton Gandy,
St. Johr; O, 8. Crockett, Gleaner, Fredericton;
Thos. Hetherington, M. P, P,, Mrs, Hether-
iogton, Johnston, Q. C.

Mzr. Clatk of the 8t. Croix Courier, W. F.
Best, assayer, and John Stewart, superinten-
dent of the northern division of the N,B.R.R.,
joined the party at McAdam,

At Woodstock, Mr, Vanwart, banker and
others cast in their fortunes with the tourists,

At 7.30 a.m,, fifty minutes behind the Fly.
ing Yankee, the train left St. John freighted
with a goodly instalment of the edi-
torial and reportorial braine of two
provinces, Althoughevery part of the train
bad only a few hours before lef: the hands of
the workmen at McAdam, the engine and cara
ran a8 smoothly as could possibly be desired.
At Westfield the party was angmented by the
Fredericton contingent, numbering about
thirty, and the two cars were well filled, After
preliminary greetings had been exchanged the
excursionists settled down to a thorough en-
joyment of the trip, The handsome appear-
ance of the stations and improved condition of
the road-bed were the subject of general come
ment., Nerepis hss a new station of couveni~
ent and very artistic design, and all the rtation
houses between Fairville and aneg‘('noln-
sive) rejoice in the possession of ¥ wine
dows, Between Fairville and Fredericton
janction three ballast trains and a lsrge num-
ber of men, under contractor M. J. Hogan,
have been at work all summer and the road-

t, ¢

Lellan, said by the ladies to
lo:kingﬂén:ti:oeor ?n m line, ' The sonductor
tated that the engine train conv
sta would be placed on the St. J ohn-l!‘:gdu-.

n route next Saturday, replacing
ent 'ex All the
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