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Chicago, Dec¢. 30.—Over five hundred
<people-were killed in ten -minutes this af-
;‘ternoon during a fire-in the .Iroquois
" theatre; the newest, the largest and as
far-as human power could make it, the
rsafest theatre in Chiago, A few of
those people were burned to death by
. fire, many were suffocated by gas and
scores were trampled to death in the
“panic that followed the mad plunge of
the frightened audience for the exits. -
The acconnts of the'origin of. the fire
are conflicting, but , the Best reason
given is that an electric wire on the
tower. part of a piece of drop scenery
suddenly broke and was grounded. The
“fire spread rapidly towatd the front of
“the stage, causing the members ‘of the
“«chofus, who were then engaged in the
performance, to flee to the wings with
“sereams of terror. - The fire in itself
up to that time was not serious, and
possibly could have been checked had
‘not the asbestos curtain’ failed to work.
As soon as the fire was discovered Ed+
die Foy, the chief comedian of the coms
pany, shouted to lower the curtain, and
‘¥his was immediately done. That drop-
“ped “half way and then" 'stuck. The
fire thus' was given practically a flue
through which a strong draught  was
setting, aided by the doors, which had
“‘been thrown epen in the front of - the
theatre. 'With a roar and a bouud'the
flames set’throvgh ‘the opeming over the
heads of the people on ‘the first ﬂoqr,
Taid, reaching cleat p to those in the.
§irst ‘balcony, canght them and’
Burned Them to Death

+svhere-they sat. Immediately following

this rush of flames there came an ex-
plosion, which lifted the entire roof of
the theatre from its walls, shattering the
great skylight into fragments. As soon
as the flames appeared:beyond the cur-
tain, a man in the rear of the hall shout-
ed, “Fire! Fire!” and the ‘entire audi-
enee rose as one person and made for
the doors. : :

It is believed that the explosion was
caused by the flames coming in contact
with the gas reservoirs of the theatre,
causing them to burst. ;

Will J. Davis, manager of the theatre,
said after the catagtrophe that if  the
people had remained- in" their seats and
had not been excited by the:cry of fire
not a single life would>have been lost.
This,'however, is cottradidted by the
statements of firemen; who fom_ld: num-
bers of people seated dn . their, seats
facing toward the stage, .as)if the_pe_r-
formance was still.geing on; and it is
the opinion of the firemen that = these
persons had been suffocated at once .by
the flow of gas whiech eame from behind
the asbestos curtain. fh

As near as ¢an 'be estimated at the
present. time, about 1,300, people  were
in the theatre. Three,hundred of the'se
were on the first floor, and the remain-
der being in the baleonies and in the
hallways back of - thems, The. theatre
is modelled after the Opera Comigne.in
Paris, and from the reamof each balcony
-th are three doers leadingiout. to pas-
—gageways toward the frontief.the the-

atre; two of these: doorways are at the |

end of the balcony and-oue in ‘the cen-
..¢re. - The audience,. in its.rush for .- the
euter air seems . to: ‘have:chosen, for
the greater part, to flee to the left
entrance and to attempt to. make its
way down the eastern stirwgyl lead}ng
into the lobby of the theafre.” 7L« &,
OQutside of the people burned and sufy
“fgoated by gas, it was in those two doyr-
‘ wavs on the first and second balconies
that the ;
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Greatest Loss of Life

oecurred.  When the firemen entered the
building the dead were found " stretched
in a pile reaching from the head of the
stairway at’ least eight féet from the
door, back to a point about five feet in
the rear of the door. The mass of dead
bodies in the centre of the doorway
reached to within two feet of the top
of the passageway. All of the eorpses
gt ithis point were women and “children.
The fight for life which must have taken:
place at. these two points. i8 something_
Jthat is simply beyond humsan power to
“adeqiately desecribe. Only g faint idea’
of its horror could be derived from the
aspect of the bodies. There lay women
on the top of these masses of dead wWho
““had been overtaken by death as'they
were crawling on their hands and knées
over the bodies of thosé who had died
pefore. - Others, with arms stretched out
in the direction toward which lay" life
and safety, holding in their' hands frag-
imenits of garments which they had'not
thrown away. They were evidently
torn from the clothing -of others wt‘xom
{hey had endeavored to pull down and
trample underfoot as they fought for
their liyes. ’ ;
‘A's ‘the police removed layer after
layer of dead in those doorways, the
sight became too much ever for the
police and firemen, hardened ‘as they are
to such sights, to endure. The  bodies
were in such an inextriéable mass and
so tightly jammed between the sigles of
the door and walls that it’was impos-
sible to lift them one by one and carry
them out. The only possible thing to
do was to seize a limb’ or ‘Ssome other
portion of the body and pull “with main-
strength. Men worked at the task with
tears running down their cheeks, and
the «obs of the rescuers could be heard
«ven in the hall, below whpre‘the awful
scene was being enaeted.” A number
of the men were compelled to abandon
their tasks and give it over to others
whose nervés had not-as'¥et been shak-
en by the awful experience: oy

As one by one the bodies were drag-'

26d out of the water-soaked, blackened
miass of corpses, the Spectacle: became

-

'}

more and more heartrending; there were
women whose eclothing was complefely
torn from their bodies above the walst,
whose bosoms had been . trampled. into
a pulp and whose faces were marred be-
yond all hope of identification. -

In the first and second balconies the
bodies were piled up in the: aisles three
and four deep, where one had fallen
and, others tripped over the prostrate
forms. All had died where they lay, evi-
dently. - ¢ | y

Suffocated by Gas.

Others‘wére bent over the backs-of
seats where they had been thrown by
the rush of people for the doors, ana
killed with hardly a chance to rise from
their seats.  One man was found with
his back ben* rearly double his spinal
co.umn had been fractured as he was
thrown backwards. A woman was found
cut nearly in half by the back of the
seat, she having been forced over it.

In the aisles nearest to the doors the
scenes were harrowing in the extreme.
Bodies lay in every conceivable attitude,
bhalf naked, the look on their faces re-
vealing some portion of the agoay which
must have preceded their death. There
were scores of people whose entire faces
had been trampled completely off by the
heels of those ‘who rushed over them,
and in one aisle the body of a. man was
found with, not a vestige of clothing,
flesh. or bone réemaining above the waist
.ine. The entire upper portion of his
. body had bheen cut m two and earried-
away by the feet of those  who- had
tramwrpled on him. A Starch was made
with the hope of finding the head, but
. at a late hour it had not been discovered,
and all that . will ever tell his friends
who he was is the color and appearance
of the clothing on the lower limbs, and
this is in such a condition to be hardly
recognizable,

The theatre had been constructed but
a short time, ,and its equipment was
not all yet in place. This included, un-
fortunately, a fire escape in the rear
of the building. The small iron bal-
conies to which the iron ladder was to
be attached were up, but the ladder had
not yet been constructed:” “When" the
pani¢c was at its height. a great num-
bér of women ran for the fire escapes
ottly to find'as they emerged from the
doorway upon the little platformr that
they were thirty te forty feet from: the
ground, a fire behind and no méthod
of escape in front, Those who reached
the platform .first endeavored to hold
the flooring and. to keep the crowd that
pressed upon them from the rear. The
effort was utterly useless, and in a few
moments the iron ledges were jammed
,with crowds ‘of women who screamed;
fought and ' tore at each other like
maniaes, This lasted but a brief inter-
val, and the rush from the interior of
the 'building ' became  se violent  that
many of them were crowded off and fell
{o the granite pavement below. Others

_Leaped From the Platform,

fracturing legs and arms, and two wene
‘picked up at this point with fractured
' skulls: having been. killed instantly. -

Gedrge H. Bllioft,  secretary of the
_Ogden Gas Company, was.in a build-
.ing . directly: across the alley from~ the
scene, ard noti¢ing smoke went to as-
certain the cause, Wken he reached
the scene women were dlreddy dropping:
into the alley,; and- Mr. Elliott imme-
diately rushed for .a ladder in the ef-
fort to saveias many as possible, No
ladder was availahle ' and ;the only
method of -assistance they were able to
devise was to hurriedly throw some.
planks. togethér and throw  them meross:
to ‘the frightemed women on the plat-.
forms, with instructions  to .place . the
end firmly on the woodwork. Before
this could be_done a fearful loss of time
ensued uug the women were.being push-
ed: every instant to the alley, and by the
time the bridge was constructed few
persons remained to take advantage of
it. ~However, ‘about itwo dozen are be-
lieved' to liayve made their way across
‘this parrow causeway.

The members of the theatrical com-
pany, being on the first floor, had com-
paratively little difieulty in. reaching
the street, although their situation was
for a mement . highly ecritical because
of the speed with which the flames
swept through the mass of scenery in
the flies and on the stage.

Eddie. Foy, principal comedian in the
play, ‘was one of the last to escape by
getting out .through a rear door after
assisting the women . menmbers of the
company to safety. He went into the’
Sherman House in. his stage .costume
and with ‘his face covered with grease
paint im order to secnre surgical attend-
ance for some burns he had received.
In describing the comxmencement:of the
fire Foy attributed’ the ' cause of the
catastrophe to the failure of the fire-
proof curtain-to work properly. Be-
cause of this, he said, the flames readily
obtained access to the main part of the
theatre, and the draught, carrying with
it ‘gas as well as fire; :

Swept Up the Two  Balconies,
where the loss of life was greatest.

“The fire begaw in the middle of the,
second act,” 'said Mr. Foy. ‘“An electrie

this the flames were started in the rear
of the stage.” The stage is unusually
wide and there was so great a draught
that the flames spread rapidly. ‘Fhey
soon _ attacked all the seemery ‘in the
rear of the house. I mnever believed it
possible for fire to spread so duickly.
When it started I went to the footlights,
and, to prevent alarming the atdience,
{ said that there was a slight blaze ‘and
that it would be botter for all to 'leave

wire broke, which grounded, and from |

‘pany

-After the curtain had refused
there came the

fire' and gas would have been: ¢
between the rear wall of the :theatre
and the.fireproof curtain in front. Un-
der these. circumstances- it ‘would: not
have been possible for a single member
of the company to escdpe alive unless he’
had been standing immediately in front
-of the dodr leading into the alley. As |
it was, the draught carried all the gas

the company was saved, although their
saivation. was the death of so many poor
people in front.” ;

Rarely in the history of Chicago has
its. people heen so stirred 'as: by . the
calamity: of to-day. It is, nmext to the
Chicago ;
that has ever .occurred’lere; and
speed with ‘which it came and. went
seemed for a brief period to

Appall the Business Section

of the eity.  The news spread with great
rapidity, and in a short time hundreds
of men, women and children were rush-
ing towards the theatre.

The building in which the ecalamity
occurred stands midway between State
and Dearborn streets, on the north ‘side
of ndolph street, L. ;
ARhough every available peoliceman
within call of the department was im-
mediately hurried to the spot and men
placed in lines from the ends of the
block, allowing nobody to enter Ran-
dolph street frem” either Dearborn or
State, it was found for a time almost
impossible to hold back the frenzied
meb that crowded forward, many of
tiiemr having a friend or relative in the
theatre and being anxious to learn some-
thing of them. The conduct of the police
was beyond all praise. - The officers held
their groumrd firmly, and gently ipushed
back all who'sought to gain an entranee
to the theatre, a’though in | instances
frantic people ‘anxiouns te look for their
loved omes actually beat the officers with
their fists in  their rage at being pre-
venteu. In spite of the efforts of the
police, however, a large number of peo-
pe succeeded in .breaking through the
lines and entering.

Statement by Proprietors.

Chicago, Pec. 31.—Will J: Davis and
Harry J. Powers, proprietors of the
Iroquois theatre, made the following
statement at 1.20 this (Thursday) morn-
ings / %

“So far as we have been able to ascer-
‘tain the cause or causes of the most un-
fortunate accident of the fire in the Iro-
quois, it appears that one of the scenie
draperies was mnoticed to have . ignited
from some cause, It was detected before
it had reached an appreciable flame, and
'the ' city' fireman who is detaifed con-
Lstantly on duty srheti'the theatre'is open-
ied, noticed it -simultaneously - with the
electrician. - The fireman, who 'wis only
afew feet: away, immediately pulled a
tube of ‘kilfire,” of ¢ which there’ were
many hung -about-the stage, and threw
. the.contents upon the blaze, which would
have been mere:than enough if the ‘kil-
fire’ had been effective, and would have
.extipguished .the, flame, but .for.. some
cause it had no effect. The fireman and
electrician. then ordered down 'the awvbes-
tos curtain and the fireman threw the
contents of another tube of ‘kilfire’ upon
the blaze, but with no better result. The
commotion thus: caused excited. the
audience, who immediately started for
the exits, of which there are 25 of un-
usual width, all opening out and ready
fo' the hand of any one reaching them.
The draught thus caused, ‘it is believed,
had before the curtain had. been.com-
pletely lowered,, produced a bellying of
‘tlie asbestos curtain,.causing a pressure-
on the guides against the solid brick wall
of the proscenium, this stoppiyg its des-
cent. Every effort was made by those on
the stage to pull it down, but the draft
was 80 great it 'seem(;d that the pressure
“against the prosceminm wall and frietion
‘caused thereby ‘was'@ so strong that it
could not be overcome. The audience be-
camé panic-stricken in their. efforts -to
reach the exits and tripped and fell over
each other, blocking the way. Theé audj-
ence was promptly admonished and im-
I portuned by persons on the stage and in

the auditorium to be calm and avoid any
rushing, that the exits and the fa.cilities
for emptying the theatre were ample to
enable all to get out without confusion.”

Estimates of Dead.

Estimates of the dead and injured
vary. The police count of dead is 536.
The estimate of the newspapers is 562.
There -are fifty-five ‘people missing at
midnight, the - majority of whom are
probably among the dead in the inorgue
and various ufidertaking establishments.
Eighty-six of the dead have been posi-
tively identified and ninéty-t'wo others are
known to be injured.

{“About a score of people in the second
balecony were saved by firemen, who
took ‘them through the roof and carried
themi down ladders in the rear of the
building. Two more bodies tightly lock-

apparently about 25 years of age, were
found in one end of the erchestra pit.
The body of a dark-haired . girl twelve
vears of age, was fouund impaled on the
iron railing of the first balcony, evidently
having been thrown from the second
bdlceny above, :

While scores of men were busy carry-
| ing out ‘the dead and injured, others,
fortunately few in number, searched the
aisgles and seats for wvaiuables, Two
wonten “were found who had provided
| themselves with baskets and were fill-
ing tltem with” the property of the dehad.
They wége placed under arrest. During
tive “evening- the police arrested over a
dozen mren @ecused of being thieves and
pickpockets:

The TIroquois = theafre was completed
less than two months ago at a cost of
half a million dollars and was the finest
playhonse in Chicago. Tt was opened to
the public on the night of November 23rd
with “Mr. Blue Beard.”” The style of
the - structure architecturally is TFrench

explosion of the gasd Tt
tanks; and. withthe curtain down. m'rqﬁi

and fire out beneath the eurtain;. and |

fire, the greatest catgstrophe |
the

!

ed'in each other’'s arms, young woman, {. ;

] 5 | ran over six hundred
‘when information is complete... .. .
- The Iatest-statement of dead at the
various morgues is 564, and it isistated
at the various .-hospitals and hotels to
which the'injired were removed that of
. the 157 peopie who were injured, prob-
ably one-third cannot live. ;

The missing to-day were estimated at
314, but 4t & expected that many of
these would be accounted for, prebably
a large majority of them. !

“1t is no extravagance of language to
say that the city is stunned by

The Overwhelming Tragedy

) which waes; enacted when the theatre
which housed. “Mr. Bluebeard” became
a chamben of horrors. = There is the
f deepest “woe -in hundreds .of homes to-
.day; deep sprrew in a thousand others,
and & pity.-beyond the power of words
to -convey, in. all.

The first stoeak of daylight found the
morgues still ¢he sorrow-baunted centre
of searcheps:: There were husbands
searching for their wives, wives search-
ing for husbands, frenzied paremts seek-
ing their children, so many of whom lost
their lives, and in some iusta*-es chil-
dren,
- Still Dazed From the Horror

of their expeyience, groped distressedly
‘about in search of father or mother.

Possibly 'nothing could better typify
the depth of the sympathy which is felt
for those who suffered directly by the
calamity than’the aetion of the striking
livery drivers. By a vete, which was
‘without a dissemting voice, it was de-
cided to establish a truce of ten days.
. President Albert Young, of the union,
after the meeting, -issued the following
decree, which was distributed broad-
ecast: S 3 2

“Owing to the great disaster to the
‘public cansed by the fire at the Iroquois
theatre, -1 dq ’hereby declare a'truce in
the present strike of uhdertakers and
livery drivers for ten day®, and do fur-
ther require that every man who is on
strike report. at once to their respective
places of employment and to do every-
thing in his power to gssist his employer
incaring for the wants of the public.
Wages are 't have no considerdtion.
(Signed) AlBeft Young.™

In their turn the employers issued a
call to their'striking employees to return
te work, *irbespective of any previous
affiliations with any and all organiza-
tions,” and promising to protect them
fn all contingencies which may arise in
the future. Y

All night ‘long the crowds came and
went around-the morgues where the

Bodéqs_ of the Victims

of the disaster. lay. There were “the
‘heads. ofi families, brothers; sisters and
men- and fwomen ooking for those from
outside cities’twho had been their guests.
For honrs they passed up and down: be-
fore the long rows of the dead, search-
ing for :the faces of their missing.

A party consisting of Mrs. ‘Luey

Garn,her twd children, Frank, 10 yedrs
old, and Willie, six ~years; Harriet
Wolfe, 10 yehrs old, dadghter of Lud-
wick- Wolfe; & millionaire business man,
afid Miss Burke, a dressmaker, are miss-
‘img. Mr. Welfe's entire family search-
ed all night through the hospitals and
morgues- but 'failed to find tface of any
member of tlié party.
“Graeme Stéwart, Republican National
¢ommitteeman, from Illinois, spent the
_entire night hunting for Mrs. F, M.
Fax, of Winnetka, Ills.,, and her three
¢hildren. Mrs. Fox is a daughter of
W. H. Hoyt, who was president of the
New Hoyt Grocery Company.  Mrs.
Fox was taken home, but none of her
childred were found. : e

There was a pathetic scene at Rol-
ston’s morgié when the body of” Van
Ingen, 18 years -old, “was identified.
Friends’ of th® Van Ingel ‘family had

Spent Many Hours Searching

At the request of Mr.-and Mrs. Van In-
gen; who were injured. To-day four of
the Van Ingen children are believed -to

net ‘been accounted for,

7 One of the’saddest of ‘the many sad
scenes enacted in Thompson’s restaurant,
nmear the theatre, syhere many of ‘the
dend and wounded were taken immedi-
ately after the:fire, was the search by
a party of priests and nuns, headed by
the Rev. J: Lu Holtinger, . of Ontonagon,

two young® girls who, i company. with
one of the convent sisters, -had attended
the performance. The body of Edith
was found in. the restanrant, many of
.the nuns breaking down and yeeping
bitterly at the sight. The other Horton
girl and the sister Wwho: . accompanicd
them were not found.

Charles Dexter, of the: Boston Base-
ball Club, and Frank Houseman, the old
Chicago baseihan, with ‘their -families,
occupied a box. - Both claimed that but
for the presence of mind of Eddie Foy
the death roll

Would Have Been Doubled.

sy hen the panic began , Dexter and
Houseman made fér and manned a door
leading into the alley-on the north side
of .the theatre. Thé people in the bal-
conies had already commenced to jump
to_the ground fleor, when Houseman and
Dexter forced, open their doors and they
were compeiled ‘to lift -many of the
maimed and the dead in order to permit
of the exits from ' the ground floor.
Houseman, having escorted -his party
out, took a popition at his.door and kept
it from choking up by assisting the peo-
ple through. Finally, forced away by
the flames, Houseman got,into the alley
JHst in time to hear the agonized voiee
af a woman from the window. i an up-
.ber, gallery shrieking ‘“‘Catehy me.” As

_had partially identified the bodies of his |
[ wife and two daughters. ' He failed to

have perished/ in the fire, as they had 5

Mich,, for Edith Horton and her sister, |-

the woman sgneumed she, jumped, and
Houseman cafching to the.best of his |
ability, brok_e‘EGr fall to the ground and .
she walked away uninjured.

“5%Clinton- @. Meeker, a  clerk ithe re-

gistry division of the post office, has prob-

| for the

and two sons, To-day Mr, Mes

ing ! heatre expresse
frise on hearing that ’i. pils Conwider

‘a 'possible cause"oft;‘i?hof%io:- “There
never would have been any fire,” he said,
“if proper care had' been exercised in
handling the lights. 'The elestric plant

of the theatre was instdlled, as I happen | - .

to know from personal: observations, io

rccordance with every ‘modern ‘Tequire: |-

ment for safety. The plant was‘net’to
blame. If the facts I have given are ¢ors
rect the whole blame rests on the:persen
whe placed or was operating a light
close toithe curtains.” -« .

. The failure of the expected fire protec-
tior is attributed by insurance men to
trouble with the asbestos curtain. The
stage always is recognized as the danger
point in a theatre, and the desire is to
have it cut off from the auditorium as
thoroughly as possible.” The ‘insurance
men declare that the  curtain. ut the
Iroguois never had worked perfectly, and
that the mechanisth had  not "beeh re-
paired. - %

Am jssuranee man declared to-day that
the loss would not exceed $20,000, He
asserted that the .

Spread of the Flames

to the auditorium was due to the failare
of the asbestos curfain to work properly.

Early last summer a- prominent trade
jcurnal of Chicago criticised the .con-
struetion-of the Iroqueis theatre, because
it lacked a shaft or flue at tlie back of
the stage to ecarry the smoke and flames
away from the aundiforium in the event
of fire. Such shafts were built-in Madi-
son square garden .and thé Metropolitan:
opera house in New York, and a similar
provision is made at the Chicago auwdi-
torium. The method of fire proofing the
baleony and the gallery was also declared
by this magazine fo be defective, because
metal lath was used in’ what is known.as
exposed construction, where bheat weould
easily effect it. In modern fire proof
buildings this lath is:buried in concrete.
It ‘was the buckling out:-of this metal
¥ath and iron rods giving fhe impression
that the galleries were falling that is be-
leved by some contractorsto have been
partly ‘responsible for the panic.

Chief Musham, of the fire department,
was -asked to.day what would best pre-
vent a repefition of the horror. He said:
“I don’t know, as I eannot answer that
question yet. 1 suppose it would be a
good thing for the department to have
active uniformed men prepared to aet,
stationed in every theatee:through every
performance. I understand. New York
has them, and that they are paid by man-
agements of ‘the -theatres: ' They had a
man in the Iroquois who was dn ex-mem-’
ber of the Chicago firé”dépiriinent. He
was old, but he should have known what
to.do. Itseems to me that there is noth-
ing in the world that can save lives when
a thousand persons try.to''pass through
one doorway -at ohe fixge. ', ‘¥t was the
. rushing; ‘the AT ;

Créwding and the Trampling
that was responsible for the majority of
the deaths that have o6ccurred.”

It was a cause of wonder how so
many physicians and  so many trained
rurses could arrive on the spot within so
short a time. Dr. Herman -Spalding,
senior official in the health’ department,
arranged © for: medical 7 attention, I
telephoned to all the physicians in the
down-town' districts,” he said, “and then
to hospital nurse associgtions and schools
for persons to assist in. the care of the
injured. Employees {elephoned to all the
principal - office buildings, -and ‘told :the
officials at the switchboard " to notify
every phydician in the- building, while
others telephoned to tlié 'nurses. There
were over 1,500 physicians whiomi I per-
sonally knew at the scene, and-probably
100 nurses. Withiu a few minntes phy+
sicians sthree and five:miles fram the fire
were offering  {heir servicés. - P ALK

Mayor Harrison was on his“way to the
south for a hunting trip, and Comptroller
MeGann was acting mayor. The finance
committee of the eity couneil, whieh was
in session, fold Aecting Mayor McGann,
«the fire marshal, the.chief of police and

The strongest
castle could‘ be re-

- wduced by sisge if the

garrison could be starved

out, ‘The strongest body °
[y fhas to give up the fight

. when - starvation. weakens °

it. There. are wiore deaths
. .from starvation than the world
dreams of. When, the stomach is.dis-
eased and the food eaten:is not digested
and.assimilated, then thesstrength of the
body begins to fail ‘because of lack of
nntrition, and the’ weak 'body falls an:
easy victim to the mlqrobeq of'disease.,

Dr. Pierce’s Golden Medical Discovery
cures diseases of the stomach and other’
organs of digestion and nutrition. It
restores physical stoen; in the only
possible way, by enabling the assimila-
tion of the nutrition contained in food.

®] was sick for over three years with a com-’
plication of stomach troubles,” writes Mr, John
H. Castona, residing at 2942" Arch St.,  Chicago,
Illinois. *Had tried every good physican I
knew of, as well as mamy patent. medicines, but
received only temporary relief.” One dayv a
friend recommended your * Golden Medical Dis-
covery.” I immediately procuréd some and be-
gan its use. Commenced to. gain the first week,
and after I had taken only one bottle I could
eat as well zs any oue without experiencing il
effects. I took five bottles, and to-dgy em happy
to announce that I am as well and healthy as
any one could be. T owe it all to Dr. Pierce’s
Golden Medical Discovery.”

The sole motive for substitution is to
permit the dealer to make the little more
profit paid by the sale of less meritorious
medicines. He gains. .Vou lose. There-
fore accept no substitate for “Golden
Medical Discovery.” *

FREE. Dr. Pierce's Common Sense
Medical Adviser is sent free on receipt
of stamps to pay expense of customsand
mailing only. Send 3r one-cent stamps

k in T covers, or 50 stamps
for the cloth-b%‘::p:d volume. Address
Dr. R. V. Pierce, Buffalo, N. Y.
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~Workmen

(Special to the Times.)

Nanaimo, Dec, 31.—The secretary of
the British Columbia Logging & Lum-
ber Company, which is about to cease
operations in the logging business on
Vancouver Island in consequence of the
new government schedule of royalty, has
luu}ded your correspondent the following
letter in reference to ‘the article in' yés-
terday’s 'Colonist nnder the heading of
“Scarcity of logs in British Columbia,
the  Chemainus mills obliged to import
large booms from the Puget Sound:”

“With reference to the sbove article
we are very much surprised fo learn of
this from the fact that no less than
twenty mien recently employed in the
logging ecamps of the Chemainus Lum-
ber Company have applied at our office
for work in our camp, and at the present
time we believe there are atf.least a
dozen of them working in our camp to-
day. Upon having so many applieants
from their camps we inguired their
reason for leaving, whereupon they told
us that their foreman had informed them
that the Chemainus Lumber Company
were compelled to close down: No. 6 camp

by Ministry’s Pelicy.

Wmﬂm toCnt Logs--Local.
Robbed of Employment

)

\
on account of the recent bill passed tax- |
ing timber. | Consequently the company
cculd buy their fogs much cheaper on the
other side than to log themselves.

“There is eertainly a mnigger in the
wood pile somewhere, for it is a well
known fact that the Chemainus Lumber
Company own immense forests of the
finest timber tracts on Vancouver Tsland.
It is aleo’well known' that there are.
“_ﬁmareds of loggers out of employment,
“thercfore, why should they be compelled
to import logs from the United States?

“It occurs to us that this is becauss
the millmen of British Columbia can in-
port logs from the ‘American gide cheaper
than they ean log them at home, all on
zecount’ of the provincial government
‘making ‘a mistake in passing a bill taking
exporting logs in the place of importing
logs.

“We will sell our entire output to Mr.
Palmer at $6.50 per thousand feet. He
ean have the ten million: feet he requires
to start with at that price, and twice
that amount in due time. Our offices-are
daily besieged with loggers requiring em-
ployment,” .

the commissionér of public works to pro-

‘ceed in the emergency

Without Restrietion

as to expense, and look to the council for
his warrant. | 'A. telegram at once was
sent to Maydr Harrison, and it is ex-
pected that he will return’ frem Okla-
homa at once,

Because of the disaster the guberna-
torial campaign of Col. Frank I. Low-
cen 'will be ‘temporarily postpored.

One of the largest audiences ever seen
in the Garrick theatre, which is on the
same street as the Iroquois; less than one
block  distant, sat in complete ignorance
of ‘tlre” awful tragedy which' was being
enacted 200 feet from where they sat.
Wihen the fire engines eommencad to pat-
ter past the Garrick, Manager Schubert
became fearful lest the impression that
his theatre was on fire should spread in
the audience. When the infermission be-
tween the acts came he ordered the doors
closed, and refused to allow anyone ‘to
pass in or out, so that no knowledge of
the fire should reach.the:audience: ' |

When the people, filed out of the Gar- |

rick they were greeted at the
hundreds of

Franti¢e Men and Women,

who anxiously scanned their faces to
see if any of their friends were among
them There were many scenes of joy+
ful recognition, and astonished members
of the Garrick audiencz were hugged and
kissed in framtic delight by their rela-
Fives, who up to that. time had believed
it possiblé that they were in the ghastly
Dile of dead Iying within the doors of the
Iroquois theatre. : .

In the Northwestern University law
school,, into, whicli, were taken many
victims, Bishop Muldoon, finding that he
and Rev. Father O’Brien were unable to
attend the great number brought in, an-
wounced that he would give a general

door by

absolution to all the Catholies among the |-

vietims, Y ’
Will J. Davis dand Harry J. Powers,

proprietors.of. the Iroquois: theatre, made |

the following statement “As far asi we
have been able to ascertain the cause of
the fire in the Iroquois, it appears that
one of the scenic draperies was noéticed
to have ignited from some cause, It
was detected before it had reached an
appreciable flame, and the city fireman,
who is detailed and constantly on duty
when  the theatre is open, noticed it

. simultaneously with’ the electrician. The

fireman; who was only a few feet away,

immediately pulled the tube of ‘kilfire,’

of which there were many hung about
the stage, and threw the contents upon

.the blaze, which would have been more

than enough if the ‘kilfire’ had been -ef-
fective, to have extinguished the flame
at once, but for some cause, inherent in
the tube of ‘kilfire,” it had no effect. The
fireman and electrician then ordered
down the asbestos curtain, and the fire-
man threw the contents of another tube
of ‘kilfire’ upon the blaze, with no: bet:
ter results.

‘““The commotion thiis caused - excited
the alarm of the audience; who

Immediately Started For the Exits,

of which there are 25. of unuspal width,
all opening out and ready to the hand
of anyone reaching them. The draught
thus caused, # is believed, had, befere
the curtain c¢pild be lowered, prodmced
a bellying of the asbestos curtain, caus-
ing a pressure on thé guides against the
solid brick wall of the proscenium, thus
stopping its descent. - Every effort wa®
made by those on the stage to pull it
down, but the draught was so great, It
seemed that the pressure against the
proscenium wall and the friction caused
thereby was so strong that they could
not ‘be overcome. The audience -became
panic-stricken in’ their efforts to reach
the exits and tripfed and fell over each
other and blocked the way.”

Five bushel backets were filled with
the purses, gloves and handkerchiefs of
the fleeing terror stricken women.

The greatest centre of excitement to-
day was not the theatre but Rolston’s
morgue. All the morgues were surround-
ed, but Rolston’s, where more bodies of
the déad were taken than to any other,
the” ” :

Scenes of Anguish
were worst. About the doors of the
plaee were maszed hnndrods of men, and
surrounding them like a huge fan, hun-

| 'dreds of weeping women and children.

E. C. F. Rady president of the Stror:
Piano Co., to-day after unceasing search
found five dead of a theatre party of six"
headed by his wife. Each one S
found at a different morgue,

A l‘is-_t‘ot descriptions of unidentified
dead girls was completed to-day in the.
office of (Chief of Police O’Neill. The
ages of the victims range from 9 to,21:
years. The number of unidentified dead
girls on the list was 57. For several of -
tl}e girls, the sole means of identification
given was the color of bits of shoe lages:
and generaly mentioned as “blaeky?
Others were scheduled as “burned’ bes
yond description,” “no age.”

Sympathy From England.:

Londbnz Dee, 31.—All the morping:-
papers print editorials on the catastrophe
in the Chicago fire, saying that:it. fills:
the: whole world with a feeling of pity
and sympathy for the victims, and *prove.s\
that even the most modern regaldtions,
and applications adopted as a precpution
Pagainst ‘such: accidents ary fiitile “Phen-
banic seizes an audience. The Daily
vTe.legruph sees the necessity for the
universal adoption of the plan whith is.
already largely employed on the contin-
ent; of .rendering all scenery, gauze and
properties non-inflammable,

The Lord Mayor of Londom; Sif Jas.
’1?. Ritchie, transmits through: the: Asse-
ciated Press the following: 3

“The citizens of London offer their-
de'ep sympathy and sincers: cendblence
with the American people in the awful
loss of life at the fire at Chicago.

*(Signed) James T. RicHiay, Tond” Mayor-
of London.” - ¢ ' :

All otlier topics were forgotten here in
the horror of "the theatre.tragedy. The
flags over the American steamship. offices
were half-masted. .

was

DIED FROM WOUNDS:
p g urys +ad

‘Telegraph Operator Sucéumbs: to Injney
Caused By Accidental Discharge

- of Rifle,

Vancouver, Dec. 31.—An Atlin tele
gram says F. B. Garrell, telegraph oper-
ator at Pike River; 20 miles: south of
Atlin,  died last night from a bullet
wound. He was out hunting in the
morning with a 22 rifle, and attempted to
clear a way through the snew-covered
bushes with the butt' of his rifle’ The
latter was discharged, and the bullet en-
tered his abdomen. The man died last.
night.

HENRY NORMAN ARRIVES.

Will Investigate Quesrion of Preferen-
tial Tariffs in Canada.

New York, Dec, 31.—Henry Norman,
M.P., arrived to-day on the steamer Ma-
jestic from Liverpool to investigate the
question of preferential tariffs in Can-
ada. j

MARRIAGE AT VANCOUVER.

Vanecuver, Dec. 31.—Mr. A, J. Bax-
fer, secretary of the Touvrist Association,
and Miss Maud Templeton were married
to-day.

The failure of H. H. Glover, a small
broker, was announced on the London
stock exchange to-day.

Wood’s Phosphodine,
> The Great English

is an old, well estal
lished . and _reliable
preparation. Has been
prescribed and wused
oyer40 years, All drog-
gists in the Dominion
of Canada sell and

recommend as bein;

the only medicine

itskind that curesand
yives universal satisfaction. 1t promptly and
permanently cures all forms of Nervous Weak-
ness, Kmissions, Spermatorrhea, .1y oY,
and atll%ﬁectsof ag;xseorex%asse“ s;lgl:?mu &v;_;
ase of Tobaeco, Opium or. Stimui s, Mentac
ind Brain Worry,all of which lead to Infirmity,

[nsanity, Consumption and an Early Grave.
Price $1 per package or six for 85. One will
pleasge, siz will cure. Mai prompty on re-
seipt of price. Send for free pamphlet. Address

The Wood Cowmpany,
s Ont’, Cansda,

Wood's Phosphodine is sold in Victoria
by all respousible druggists,

!
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any. ordinary man.

. d

Gone Into in Cons
With Will Case.

. S——

{From Tuesday's Dai

4 e trial in the case of
v.]‘)nnsmir was resumed this o
‘A.tore»Ml'« Jug}jce Drake. Th
. pess . examined was E. W.
-Oakland, a wieigher for R. D

He was el

A, P. Luxton.
L Wwitness said he had been
ioe 1896. He knew Alexa
panir from 1895. He had beel

Lt the Grand hotel then.
andet Punsmuir gave him

e would not speal

.“she office as he did not i
i familiar with the employees.
the office Alexander Dunsm
i, him as his owm father. Fro;
. ing of the office at 5 o'clock
ness used to go errands for

Punsmuir and Mrs. Wallace,
g ,On Sundays at the invitati
ander Dunsmuir and Mrs,
wwent out to San Leandro.
_Dunsmuir nsed to walk arour
"~ and talk about the ney
showed witness Mrs, Walla
«Mrs, Hopper’s room, and Ja
_muir's room. He went out d
. day. before Alexander Dunsiy
woast. They used to take lo
. He generally had dinner at
‘dro, and probably did so tha
_could mot recollect whether I
~aer upon: the oceasion he saw
. perithere. Alexander Dunsm
" better health when Mrs. H
i there in 1899 than any tin

der Dunsmuir always
He neve
cone £Lalivg down and doin
,thiags for the amusement of
i Dunsmuir.. He never saw
. Dunsgnuir shuffle his feet, [
seemed to be good.

IWpon the ocecasion when w
~Alexander Dunsmuir just be
away in 1899, the latter see
_fairlyswell,

WWitness saw Mrs. Wallace
Fdume, 1900, until December,
Shewwent away uagain. She
vwhen ishe came back in Jun
~strgB@er.

Cross-examined by E, V., B
((., witaess said that he had
wdo-directly with Alexander D
1fhe office. He saw him only
RBunsmuir came into the offf
sanger. Dunsmuir, while witned
heyaat the Grand, did not w
(edge-d0 wait on him while w
woft iduty. He never carried
(gts:i)etweenj and 7 in th
¥ wofild carry from one to
dailsimp. -Alexander Dunsmu
m"nmmt;:the hotttl at the ti
ddsmner, .2bout 7 o’clock, he
- buttermilk, oyster loaf o
waektdil. He would someti
wigars or. cigarettes. For ding
moticed «a ' bottle of ale being
iby the \wajter.

b itness went to work]
ander [Dyssmuir in 1896 the
%o a8k him ' how business wag
much eedl thad been sold.
Wunsmyir thad advised him t

sc¢hool. "Witness  att
1 for ‘fresn ome year t

After |he (guit attending
and wonket ‘untjl'7 or 7.30 iy
ing, witness used to call at
at dime:and go on a
which Nirs. “Wallace wished
He used %o see Alexander
there guite frequently. Abo
time he was p and dressed;
the time he would he in bed

After Alexanter Dunsmuir
to San Leandiro witness wenf]
two or three times a mont}
daysl and om helidays. 'Thig

rs. Wallaee offen walked
piace with hims. They alwg
$&m house. "They very

" Questioned as to fhe numb
:they. visited the site of thd
witmess ﬁ.m Id only weply t

. give Thor- 1
h-%his job with R, Dairsm
That’s a lie, I never said

ess,

» ntinning, he said Judge
Mrs. Hopper sent for him in
1901, and wanted to make ouf
nsmuir was of unsound n
ness - saw them at the San
Witness told them nothing.
him everything. He saw ¢
'nlgy wanted to make out
muir was crazy. Witness co
what they wanted. Witness
& letter and they did not w
him as a witness, he though
Bot because he was afraid o

Job that he wrote the lette
t'Qnesﬁoned as to why he W
he'l" when he had already told
e could not say that Mrs.
‘Was of unsound mind, witng
ﬁg not know why he wrote
yne kept arguing that h
Was important. The judge gl
Wm‘detg!g sgeme(:1 to make o
e depended upon wif]
;l’ee:e then wrote the letter to

‘There was not much' said
ander Dunsmuir., Judge C
met‘hing about Alexander
W.Dt peeuliar, Witness did
- ithess saw Mr. Agnew at

TO" many times. He had
Aﬂ:x t!ggre gfte'n also.

e death of Mrs.
‘V]ritness hod visited Nevin's at

T0. "He had seen Mrs. Agne)

ong o:lclasion. '

€ way up from San F
rve evidence, occupying aho
: days, witness came with
nd the Agmews. They neve
gethér abomt the case or abo
€lce he was to give.

) on o occasion wh
Went ¢ ras
o o .gtk‘to Sah Leandro was

: Witness was laid off work aj
;@h & Sons in March. The

them aid off. Two were

thess' and Percy Windle,
Wr, the two longest
Inoh oung Agnew, who w|
o March, was in Oakland 4
Witness and the other man w,




