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5 (By John Reid.— By Permission of Liberator.)

(Thousands of (joli‘érs have been
offered for these stories of the
gredatest event in the world, by
the greatest correspondent on the
American Continent,.

The Canadian Forward has been
fortunate enough to get permis-
sion from the author to publish
this story which is also appearing

in the “Liberator.” Don’t miss

reading it.

Mr. John Reed is the Russian
7’

Consul for New York State for

the Russian People’s Government.

Tell your friends and get them
to send in a subscription to-day,
$1.00 per year.)

The true revolution may be said to
have begun on that day.  For their
withdrawal was a sign of the with-
drawal of confidence from the Gov
erriment by the whole mass of the
Russian people. Thase who were: left
behind, the hostile cadets, Menshe-

viks and Social Revolutionaries, re-

alized what it meant, and there were
many pale faces, Shrieks, curses, ex-
ecrations, and imploring cries of
“Come back!” followed the depart-
ing : Bolsheviks. But they did not
come back. And it was a blow from

. which the council never recovered. It

was to go on deliberating and speech
making, amid lethargic silence or up-
roarious tumult, for "three weeks—
appointing commissions, on-land, on
foreign affairs; Terestchenko was to
come and make a dull, non-committal
statement of international policy;
Kerensky was to come twice to ap-
peal with tears for national- unity,
and - once to curse the Bolsheviks,

- along with the reactionaries, as trait-

ors; there 'were to be illusory con-
flicts between the Right and the
Left, and a multitude of words added
to the immense torrent of hot Rus-
sian talk that flows, turbulent and
endless, on and on.. Ounly in the last
days of its existence did the denay
tured Council hurriedly pass a reso-
lution to solve the land question at
once and to adopt an energetic for-
eign policy to secure peace. It was
too late, then. But they would keep
.oxvlmdiscussing unfil>that cold grey
morning, three weeks after the de-
parture of the Bolsheviks, when they
were to be interrupted—all the doors

«©of the great imperial council room

suddenly filled with rough-looking
and sailors, bristling
with bayonets, and a sailor shouting,.
“No more Council. Run along home.”

1 had- seen the Bolsheviks leave

- the earlier Assembly. In the corri-

dor I stopped Volodarski. “Why are

“We

ary gang,” he replied. “They

‘have mcked the hall, and now they
have put over a E’ombtmmon with-
“the Kv‘nﬂovtu to wreck the revo-

power. All power to the Soviets,
where it belongs!”

It was this All-Russian Congress
of Soviets that now loomed over
Russia like a thundercloud. It was
.recognized to be the beginning of the
Bolshevik regime, and by the bour-
geoisie, the “centre” Mensheviks and
Secial Revolutionists, the Central
Army and Fleet Committees, = the
Peéasants Soviets and especially the
Central Executive Committee of the
All-Russian Soviets itself; no pains
were spared to try to prevent it.
Solemn resolutions, declarations in
the press, delegations from the front,
the fle\et, from factories, Peasants’
Union (reactionary), Union of Cos-
sacks, Knights of St. George, Death
Battalions. . . . In the Isvestia, offi-
cial organ of the Central Executive
Committee of the Soviets, a deter-
mined campaign against the Con-
gress was carried on. The “centre”
Mensheviks and Social Revolutiou-
ists led by the “Lieber-Dans” as they
are called, sent instructions far and
wide over the country for their par-
ty members to influence local Soviets
into refusing to send delegates: But
the Petrograd Soviet stubbornly in-
sisted. At the date set, October 20,
only 15 delegates out of a possible
900 odd had arrived; the Petrograd
Soviet- merely postponed the meét-
ing until October 25, and sent anoth-
er call. The next day more than 4

who had been delegated irregularly,
over the heads of hostile executive
committes. Confident of a majority
the Bolshevxk Petrograd Soviet
sent ‘word that it would grant in-
creased represéntation to small So-
viets, and seat all delegates. The
Central Executive Committee raliz-
_d that it was beaten, and sent fran-
tic calls over the country to the So-
.viets to elect Menshevik and Social
Revolutionist  delegates—a despair-
ing attempt to get a majority of the
" “right” and “cenfre.”

In the meantime there were more
sinister signs of resistence to the will
of tbe masses. Thvgovemmént _was

_hundred arrived—among them many-
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workers would not cause any mo .
trouble and in the second place, the
revolutionary Baltic fleet would be
disposed of. And then came the de-
claration of the new government;
suppression of mutiny at the front
and anarchy in the country by force,
and the transfer of the power of “ir-
(that is,
the Soviets) to the Dumas and Zem-
stvos.

The air was full of talk of the Bol-
shevik

plennie, or

responsible organizations”

“demonstration”—the vistu-

“coming out” of the work-
ers and soldiers. Bolshevik agit'alors
went the rounds of the Petrograd
barracks and factories, insisting that
the counter-revolutionary govern-
ment wanted to open the front to the
Germans, wreck the Constituent As-
sembly, destroy the revolutién. Le-
nine made his appearance=in print
in the columns of the Bolshevik pa-
per “Rabotchi

armed insurrection.

Poot” — preaching
On the extreme
right the reactionary papers “Nov-
“Jivoe Slovo,” called
for a bloody drowning of the, left
elements in blood, a pitiless military
dictatorship. Burtsev’s paper, “Ob-
shee Dielo,” advocated a strong, pat-
riotic government"éf Kornilov, Kale-
dine and Kerensky! Evidently some
of the¢ Bolshevik chiefs
opposed the idea of an uprising, pre-

aia_ Rus” and

themselves

ferring to wait for the Constituent
Assembly—but Lenine'& great voice
roared, continuously, “Either armed
insurrection or abandon the program
of ‘All power to the Soviets!
counter-révolutionists .are preparing
to destroy the All-Russian Congress
and the Revolution!” Volodarski told

that the will of the masses of all
Russia was that the power should
immediately be given to the Soviets.
“The Lieber Dan crowd’ are sabet-
aging this Congress,” he said.  “But
if they succeed in preventing enough
delegates to come here to make a
quorum, well, we are realists enough
not to depend on that!” Kamenev was
of the opinion that as soon as the
All-Russian Soviets ~had declared
themselves, the Provisional Govern-
ment-would-beforced to resign. .
Finally, the intention of the Bol-
sheviks in general was, I think, ex-
pressed’ best. by Trotzky, who made
a categorical public' statement that
the workers and soldiers would make
no vistuplennie unless provoked, or
unless some counter-revolutionary
attempt was made. He was perfect-
ly clear in his opinion that the mass-
es of Russia, as represented in the
- Congress of Soviets, would demand
by a huge majority Wat the power.
~ should pass to the Soviets; and of
course if the government resnstedl

At tlw menting of the Petrograd
Soviet in Smolny, the night of Octo-
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sary we will do so, and we are sure
we will be supported by the workers
and the Petrograd garrison. . .

.

They (the Government) afe prepar-

ing a counter-revolution; and we will

answer with an offensive which will -
be merciless and to the end!”
(To be_ continued.)

Next lssue—“An Interview with
Trotzky.”

“Get” Bainbridge Again.

Just as this paper was ready for
the Press, word was rtcawed that
Judge Latchford, who- suspandcd sen-
tence at the time of the first Bain-
bridge tonviction, nearly a year a.c,i
called him into court on May 27 and
sentenced comrade to three months
at the Jail Farm.

The excuse offered for this action
was the printing of the article for
which Bainbridge was acquited by .
the appeal court after the Second
Conviction. We will print full par-
ticulars of the case in the next issue
of the Forward,

JAMES H, MAURER  REFUSED
PASSPORT ;
By State Department in Washington

To Inter-Allied Labor Conference.

After seven weeks of delay, the
State Department has finally ruled =
that James H. Maurer, the democrat-
ically elected delegate of the First
National Conference of Labor, So-
cialist ‘and Radical Movements to
the Inter-Allied Labor Conference, 5o = °
to be denied a passport. The reason
assigned is most intetesting:

“Because of present conditions the
Department is issuing passports for
European countries only in cases of
necessary service. As it does not ap-
pear that Mr. Maurer’s mission falls
within that category, the Depart-
ment is obliged to decline to grant =
him a pasport.” :

It follows from the above that the
hand- picked delegation of labor:re~
presentatives, which arrived in Eng-
land. the other day, aud which: was
appointed largely through the mstru-
mentality of Samuel Gompers, has-
gone to Europe to render what th
State Department deems a “neces-
sary service.” Yet the very first'act
of these men and women upon their
arrival in London was to shp y
labor movements of Great Brit,
France, Belgium, Italy and .. {

international

eonferenec




