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with the small force under my command, wmay eventually
degenerate into indifference for the result of the present contest
unless the support from the Mother Country is equal to the
magnitude of the stake.”

For some years the representatives of the County of Dundas in
the parliament of Canada urged the government to erect some
memorial column to mark the spot where Canadians and British
fell in defence of our country. The most active promoters of late
years in this laudable work were our respected president, Mr. H.
H. Cook, M.P. for East Simcoe, himself a Dundas boy, born
within sight of the battle-ground ; Dr. C. E. Hickey, M.P. for
Dundas, and his successor, Mr. H. H. Ross. It was the good for-
tune of Mr. Ross, while representative of the county to see their
labor of love and patriotism accomplished. On the 25th of Sep-
tember, 1895, the monument, Just completed, was unveiled by
Hon. John Graham Haggart in presence of a vast crowd of
people from the surrounding country, Of the important person-
ages present on this historic occasion, not the least notable were
Mr. Samuel Crysler, aged 90, and Mr. George Weaver, aged 91,
who heard the roar ot battle and saw some of its movements on
this same ground $2 years before.

After the close of the war the people returned to their peaceful
occupations onee more. Then more fiercely than ever com-
menced that great constitutional struggle between the elected
and appointed branches of the Parliament that ended in the
Union of Upper and Lower Canada in 1841, and somewhat
later in the abolition of irresponsible advisers of the Lieutenant-
Governor,

To attempt to outline even the political history of Dundas
from the close of the war till 1841 would be tedious. It ma
be said, however, that for twenty years Dundas sent to Parlia-
ment representatives who continually pressed for a better form
of government, a government whicly if prone to do wrong would
have less power to ' fliet harm. Because the people of Dundas
80 persistently opposed what was called The Family Compact, it
must not be under tood that they were disloyal or even had the
remotest idea of taking up arms to redress grievances. In the
whole Eastern district not one was even suspected of committing
any treasonable act. Of course it should not be considered a
great virtue to be Joyal. But since some rashly resorted to
arms to enforce their opinions and to sever Canada from Britain,
[ merely mention the fact. The people of Dundas occupied a
strange position which was very different from that of the people
of the western portion of the province. In the west were many
settlers from the United States who were in their hearts dis-
loyal. Their object was to make Canada a part of the United
States, and the surest way to bring this about was to take sides
with the constitutional agitators for reform. The treasonable

designs of these disloyal persons cemented the old U. E. Loyalists




