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“From Razanakombana, the only son of Thotoos (Raombana),

‘“ Antananarivo, August 1, 1863,

“ DearesT Frienp,—I ask }Aﬂmyen's blessing upon you for your preciouns

letter : I cannot tell you w% what delight I hailed your hnndwriting‘ Often

do I fear, lest by word or deed, I should bring dishonour on the Name we love,

but yet I feel quiet confidence in God that He will keep me by Hig grace and
power, and make me to persevere to the end. I'thank God t

d hat he has ordered
it 80 that the London Missionary Society sent some of the gentlemen to instruct
the people of Madagascar. We are glad to hear that our friends in England are

willing to help us so liberally to build churches, which shall be consecrated to
the memory of the martyrs of our country. The Christians increased very fast
during the reign of the iate king, Radama II. 'We blessed the Boodness of God,
for we had the unspeakable pleasure of listening to the good preaching which
the English missionaries and the native preachers gave us. There are six
chapels in our capital, which the Christians fill, many of the native chiefy, both
men and women, are among the communicahts. I found on the arrival of the

issi ies, that the benefits diffused by the British and Foreign Bible Society
extended to my countrymen, and their moral wants were supplied by the distri-
bution of the said Books. Fér Holy Scripture is the foun;iim of light and
salvation of mankind, and particularly to comfort people in their time of trouable,
We in this remote.part of the world have heard much of the Briti
Bible Society, and have contemplated with admi
of that noblest Institution of charity in the world, We rejoic

ou. Remember us
kindly to you all.
“(Signed) Your sincere Friend,
ff RAZANAKOMBANA,

“14th Hon, Officer of the Palace, Minister
“ for Foreign A ffairg.”
It is needless to add, that your Committee have cheerfully made a grant of
Scriptures, in compliance with this lady’s request.

UNITED STATES.

Nuw York.—It is with unfeigned sorrow, on account of the fearful calamities
which civil war is entailing upon this country, that your Committee refor tq the
operations of the AugricAw Bipre Soomry during the past year. They cannot
regard the prolongation of the present struggle between members of the same
family, and the bloodshed and misery which are its necessary accompaniments,
without feelings of deepest sadness, and an earnest supplication that it may
please God 8o to control and direct the varions events to which this conflict
has reference, that the sword may no longer devour, but that peace may once
more prevail, It is, however, gratifying to find that among the supporters of
the great Religious Institations of the country, und'especinlly of the Bible
Society, there have not been wanting those who have been equal to the occasion,
and who not only have honoured God with their substance, but have shown
much activity and zeal in the Pprosecution of the Lord’s work, The receipts of
the past year have been upwards of 44,000 dollars in advance of those of the
year preceding. The Board of Managers, however, expect that all the means at




