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I believe in doing my duty towards Canada as a loyal British subject,

striving to uphold the rights of freedom within it as a common-

wealth of provinces safe-guarded by its own national ^inity and

hereditary courage.

Th.' (lovfrm)r-(ifMiTal of Caiiada is tin- vico-n'sjal rcprt'si'iitativ.'

of the Royal Monarch wlio ruh-s ovi-r tlic whole Hritish Kmpire. Like

tlie Kill}? himself, he reisjns over, rather than rules, th.' proviiie.-i

united under the constitutional federaey known as the Duuiinion of

(,'anada and under tiie constitutional adviee of his Ministers of the

Crown. And the duty of all Canadians towards Canada is embodied

primarily in a loyalty towards the administration of public affairs

by the Ministers of the Crown ehosiii to rule for the time beinjj. The

Act of Confederation is the constitutional warrant for our Canadian

freedom, and cannot be amended or abrotrated but by the authority

of the British Parliament and with the sanction of the ,'. Our

loyalty towards Caimda is therefore eonstitutionaliy i)aral .vith our

loyalty towards the Empire, thus cstablitihins the status of every

Canadian as a British subjeut. In measuring a Canadian's eivii:

rijjhts, there can be no narrowing of them down to the province in

which he lives. IILs birthright of citizenship has the sanction of the

Kin;; of England, the Governor-General of Canada, the two Houses of

Parliament of Great Britain and the two Houses of Parliament of

Canada. A Canadian, who has a quarrel with his status of citizenship

and would change the constitution of the country in order to raise it

or lower it. is hardly likely to escape a charge of 'reason against one

or more of the pillars of the State that have been raised for the

protection of his citizenship. The Canadian Commonwealth has been

well safeguardi'd by those who were in at tiie laying of its foundation^,

fifty years ago and more, and it is little .sliort of treason for a

Canadian even to dream of interrupting its progress towards a la.stintr

national unity under the auspices of a King, a Governor-General, and

no less than four Houses of Parliament, not to speak of the various

federal and provincial constituencies within the borders of Canada

itself.

Ciiiiadians are ou th.e wav of secinr; that tlit>ir duty towards

Canada is all but one and the .same thing as their duty in upholding

and maturing a Canadian national unity. The welfare of Canada as

a whole and its perpetuation as a one and undivided community of

provinces indicate what a Canadian's duty towards Canada means in


