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t( uai.ls our brother. If any of these thingn follow, or

are likely to foUow, our \mngt however mo(loratel\, in*

toxicatinjr drink, it u very evi<lent, to my niiiul af

least, that the u«e of it oujjrlit at once to bo nMioiuu id,

ana cspeeittUy beoauso it is said by inspiriitioii of (iod,

« It 19 jyfwid' lu'ither to eat iicsii nor u> drink wnwt

nor any thinj? whereby thy brother stuiiibk'tlv ur is

oftbnded, ar is made weak."

Here, th< <i, upcm this hiijh ground we take oar staiul,

and build up^n a foundation which God himself ha«

laid a founciation of Ci<id which standtth sure, hav-

ing his seal upon it, and deep enouj^h laid, and abim-

dantly strong to withstand every atUick of tfu^ (mk niy

who would seek to pull it down.

Building upon the Heavenly principles of self-denial,

love to our nciohbour, and charity to all, v.<; desire

no better erguments, nor motives,* nor ground upon

which to go forward in the 'remperan"e cause, having

Paul tVir our advocate, love for our motive, the Bible

for our groundwork, and the glory of C-od for our end.

But farther, ^he success which Has followed the insti-

tution and operations of Teniperanc;e Societies, and the

manner in which they arc still spreading and taking

root in the world, prove them to be of (iod, and not

merely the counsel or work of men. Not only have

the efforts of many eremies been directed in vain

against them, they 'have both directly and indirectly,

been productive of a vast amount of good, temporal and

spiritual, to the interests of mankind. In some placeii

they have operated like the preaching of John the Bap-

tisf, preparing the way of the Lord \ in all they have

led to great reformation in regard to customs and prac

ticcs, which tend to encourage drunkenness and all its

woes. Drunkards have been reclaimed, families res,

cued from want and misery, and shame, and discord

;

and restored to plenty, and happiness, and honour, and

peace» and respect ; property to a large amount has

been saved ; crime been diminished ;
prisons made emp-

ty, churches filled, religion been sought after, and best

of all, souls have been saved ; yes, many a once per-

\


