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com/' is one of tho forms in which instruction is conveyed as to the man •

ner in which the spiritual labourer should be snpportcd-^toachinjr that
his maintenance should be derived from the immediate sphere of Ma la-
bour. Again, •• Let him that is taujrht in tho word, communicate to him
that teacheth in all good things /' shewing that it is the duly of hinj
who enjoys the service of a pastor, Xn give for his support. " Who goeth
a warfare at any time at his own charges ? Who plantcth a vineyard
ond cateth not of the fruit thereof \ Or, who feedeth a flock and eateth
not of the milk of the flock ?'* " U we have sown unto you spiritual

things, is it a great thing if wo shall reap your carnal things V*

Such is the gospel precept respecting ministerial support, and in ac-
cordance with this was tho conduct of the primitive christian teachers.
They were not endowed out of a national treasury. No petitions were
lodged by them at the foot of tho imperial throne, to have a portion dis-

pensed out of the funds that were appropriated to the support of the es-
tablished religion. They gave their services depending upon the chris-

tian liberality of those to whom they ministered, and went forth on their

missionary tours, brought on their way by the churches they had planted.

To no other quarter did they look for provision ; and yet their doctrine

commended itself no less forcibly to the consciences of men, because

they were not supported by imperial enactment, or did not revel in tho

abundance possessed by some of our state-paid bishops. Nor was an
endowment accepted for some centuries alter tho truth in Christ began

to be preached. Not till the Church had become infected with a worldly

spirit—not till she had lost sight of the line of demarcation drawn be-

tween her and tho world— not till she had become unfaithful as th«

»pouse of Christ did she consent to receive provision from powers that

had been her persecutors—thus taking a step for which nothing but hea-

then example could be pleaded—for which no divine command could be

alleged—a step which was at variance with tho easily ascertainable minU
of her Lawgiver and King.

2» These battlements art not sanrtlomd by the Lord,

Prelacy among the clergy—tho spiritual euprcmaey of tho reigning

iorereign and the statc-maintenan<'.(« of christian pastors—may appear to

giro influence and strength to Messiah's kingdom, but hs docs not ap-

prove of them, and eaya, respecting them, " lako them away." They
are tho objecta of an unlawful confidence, and they tend to engross it.—

They engago expcctatiooa that should be directed to God alone. By
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