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Oencrally speaking, Constitutions arc of two kinds, written

and unwritten. To tlie former class Ix-long the Constitution of the

United States, of the individual Slates of the Republic, of 1-rance,

Australia and Canada; to the latter class the Constitution of Oreat

Britain and of nearly all the older political divisions of Iuiro|x.-.

It must not be supposed, however, that because a Constitution is

unwritten that it is therefore nebulous or inchoate. It may not be

codified and subdivided into so many articles or clauses, and yet

it may have all the realitv and constancy of a more formal <leclar-

ation of principles rnd obligations. To know and understand it

one must know its history and the civil or reUgious elements which

affected its growth and development. It may be as old as the nation

to which it belongs, and as new as the latest event in such a nation s

history. A written Constitution is, on the contrary, a hxed and

somewhat rigid compact. It is of necessity adapted to the con-

ditions existing a. the time of its adoption, as it is impossible to

foresee what the future may require. It existing conditions are

not varied by change of circumstances, then a written Constitution

is quite compatible with the fullest enjoyment of rational Oovern-

ment, otherwise it becomes a source of irritation and restraint to

be overcome by amendment or by the uiterpretation of a Court of

last resort established for the purpose, or by the people.
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