
paring and decorating a littlv Hhrine. The text-lxiokii arc

Catholic, the whole atmonpht-rc of the ichool it I'atholic.

The farmer cannot in conitoiencc tend his little one* to it,

and so the French-Canadian, who has been wanting hiH

farm, geti it, and, a week after he is in poHaewiion, a priest

comes to see the new acquisition of his church, for it has a

joint proprietorship with the ha)>itant in its acri-s. For the

first time a priest drives up the lane lined by niaplfs which

the grandfather of the dispossessed Protestant planted, and
levies tithes on the yield of fields his Kt'cat-KrandparentH

redeemed from the wilderness, and which four Kpnerations

of Protestants have ploughed.

SEPARATE SCHOOLS ABE KOT RELIGIOUS.

The Province of Quebec professes to have schoolii that

teach religion, and are therefore claimed to be infinitely

superior to those of the other provinces. If by "religion"

is meant the imbuing of the infant mind with love to Qod
and man, then the teaching in these schools does not comply
with that standard, has no claim to be religious, for their

teaching is so uncharitable that the children are made to

believe that all mankind outside the Church of Rome arc

in a state of condemnation. Examine the so-called religious

teaching of these schools and it will be found it is not to

expand the mind with broad views of the highest of all

Truth, or to enrich the affections with the purest concep-

tions of pity and mercy, but to make bigots, to so cramp
the intellect by means of forms and ri'es, observances and
catechism, to smother the natural aspirations of piety by
routine prayers, that the children are ensured for life as

believers in Papal dogma. There is a short and decisive

way of settling the pretence that the scholars of such

schools are superior in morals to those from non-sectarian

schools, and that is by an appeal to experience. Are those

trained in Catholic schools distinguished from their fellows

by being less profane, less drunken, less coarse, less im-

moral, more benevolent, more active in promoting every

agency for the betterment of society? What do the statis-

tics of the police and criminal courts tellY Are the bulk of

offenders against law, men and women who have got their
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