
INTRODUCTION.
And befides the number and choice of thcfe

marine drawings and defcriptions, there is another

very eflential circumlhnce belonging to them,

which much enhances their value ; and that is, the

great accuracy they were drawn with. I (hall ex-

prefs my opinion of them in tliis particular very

imperfedly ; when I fay, that they are not ex-

ceeded, and perhaps not equalled by any thing of

this nature hitherto made public ; For they were

not copied from the works of others, or compofcd

at home from imperfedt accounts, given by incu-

rious and unfkilful ob .'crvers, as hath been frequent-

ly the cafe in thefe matters ; but the greateft pare

of them were drawn on the fpot with the utmoil

cxadlnefs, by the diredlion, and under the eye of

Mr. ylnfott himfclf ; and where (as is the cafe in

three or four of them) they have been done by lefs

fkilful hands, or were found in pofleflion of the

enemy, and confequently their juftnefs could be Ids

relied on, I have always taken care to apprize the

reader of it, and to put him on his guard againft

giving entire credit to them ; although I doubt not,

but thefe lefs authentic draughts, thus cautioufly

inferted, are to the full as corred as thofe, which

are ufually publilhed on thefe occafions. For as

a6lual furveys of roads and harbours, and nice and

critic;il delineations of views of land, take up much

time and attention, and require a good degree of

(kill both in planning and drawing •, thofe who arc

defective in induilry and ability, lupply thefe wants

by bold conjedlures, u'id fictitious defcriptions \

and as they can be no otherwife confuted than by

going on the fpot, and running the rifque of fu ffer>

ing by their mifmformation, they have no appre-

li( nlions of being detected , and therefore, when

they
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