
12 EXPLANATION OF MUSICAL TERMS

Interlude, an InitTiimental pungs introduced
between two vocal jmsojsros.

In Tfipoli, a comiiositioii in three parts.

Jiuttue, cxactnosH or purity of intouation.

Klein, minor, in rc^'uril to intervals.

Lamtntiuuio, plaintively, mournfully.
Largamenle, in a full, free, Ktyle of ixjrfomance.
Larghetto, slow and measured in ibi movement,
but less 80 tlian Largo.

Largo, a very kIow and solemn movement.
Legaiisaimo, very smoothly connected.
Legato, a close, glidintr Ktylo of performance.
Leggiemunte, with li;jlitncss, (,'aycty.

Le.itando, with increa.sed slowness.

Lento, or LeiUemeiUe, in slow time.
MadHgale, an elaborate composition for voices in

five or six mrts.
Maestoso, witii majesty and Rrandeur.
Major, i^eater, in ros|)cctt(> intervals nid mv.des.

Marcuto, in a marked and umphatic style.

Medesilnw Tempo, In f'e same time.

Melody, an an'ccable succession of sounds.
Mestoio, sadly, jjcnslvcly.

Mezia Koc«, with a medium fullness of tone.
Moderiitu, l>etwccn Andante and Allegro.

Moleltn, a piece of siiured music for Ncvontl voices.

Nohliiiw.tile, with noljleness ; {friuiduur.

Obligato, a part or parts of a composition indls-

pensahiu to its just pjrfnnnancc, and which
cannot projK'rly l)a omitted.

Oratorio, a spocicsof sacrc I musical coin))(>sitinn,

consistin;; of airs, recitatives, uut^tji. trios, ciio-

rusos, kc.
Overture, In dramatic music, i-i an instrumen-

tal strain, wnic'.i servo:-; us an ii;tri>luction.

On'/us.sti-(i, tlie place for baud of miisiisil ijort'orra-

ers.

Pa laiulo, ia a speakin;; or declamatory man-
ner.

Paslortxh., a composition (rctierallv written in
nic&s\u'e of ii-i or (!-.>, tli:! .style of which is

•uothln;;, tender and delicate.

Pfano, Pia,, or P., soft
Pianissimo, Pianiss., or PP., very soft
Poco Animato, a little more animated.
Poco Adanio, a little slow.
Poco Piu Moisn, 0. little fa.ster.

Poco a I'dco, by doyi'ces, tj^adually.
Poco a Poco Crescendo, louder and louder by de-

grees.

Poco a Poco Diminuendo, softer ana snfter htr de-
grees.

Poc» Piano, somewhat soft.

Presto, quick.
Prestissimo, very quick.
Primo, (li-st ; as Piimo Tempo, return to the

ori^'inal time.
Primo Tempo, at the pomt at which it is placed,
renew the ori^i^ual time.

Quartette, a composition for four voices.

Qitartetto, a composition consistinjf of parts, each
of which (jcca.sional!y takes the laadiui'melody.

Qiiialettc, u couipo.sition for live voices.

llalleuta idn, a^Tadual diminution in the speed,
and u corresponding' decrea.se in the quantity
of tone.

Recll'.iiice, a species of musical recitation. It

wa.s first introduced in the year I'JOJ, at Uomc.
Refrain, a-j old term for the bur.ieu of son;,'.

Uiii/nrzn, or 11 F,, with additional tone and em-
phasis.

Rita dando, a gradual retarding or slackening of
the timo and lone.

Rnliiiula, round and full, pi regards tone.
Sn:irtus, a part gf tlie ma.s3 In OatlT«lic service.

Sclie zaiulit, in a li^ht, playful and sportive man-
ner.

Seviii.h'jrns, a chorus to be sung by only a por-
tion iif tlie voices.

Semp e, always ; Scmpre Staccato, always stac-

cato or d ;tach?d ; Senipe Forts, always loud ;

.Si'mpre Piu Foite, continually lnorea.sing in

force.

iiidUano, a composition written in measure of

64 or 6-8, to b« performed in a slow aua
graceful manner.

Son, two or more principal parts played or sung
together.

Solo, a passage for a single voice or instniraent,
with or without accompaniments.

Sonoramente, witb a full, vibrating kind dl

tone.

Soprano, the treble or higher voice part.

Sostenendu, an even d gree of tone throughout.
Sotto Voce, in a soft or subdued manner, in an

undertone.
Spirituoso, with spirit.

Staccato, thu opposite to Legato: requiring a
short, articulate, and distinct style of perform-
ance.

Svavemc.nte, with sweetness and delicacy of ex-

pres.ion.

Subitn, quickly, turn over quickly.

Symphnivj, a i>assa:;e vO bo executed bj* instru-

ments, while the vocal performers are silent.

Siinrnpntc, s,\nicoi)atcd, bound together.

7'e Dcum, a hymn of thanks;jriving.

Tempo, tiino ; or the degree of movement.
Tempo Primi), return to the original time.

Tempo Mnrcia, in timo of a inarch.

Tenor, tlio hi;:hcst male voice.

Timoroso, with awe and timidity.

Treble, the aiute part, tliat which, in general,

contains the niolody.

Trio, a composition lor three voices or instm-
stninionts.

Tutti, all ; all toprettier.

Uii Puc'i llitemilv, gi'adually slower.

Varinvir'nlii, varied, changed, altered,

VeUntaltn, softly ii.tid smoothly.
^'t^)^U•••'))^J, witii i;\t.re;iic rajiidity.

Verse, onu siirrcr ti each part.

Vioarosu, witli onarjy.
VdI'DUc, .!! u li rlu and rapid manner.
Volli, tun I "vnr.
/Miciu with zcai : entha<!iaatically.


