
HER ASSOCIATE MEMBERS.

little, we should have voted to get along without.

Stuart was not so well that week, and I could

only talk with him at intervals, and would not let

him shoulder a bit of risk, of course; so L went

out myself, afternoons when he was taking his

rest, rented the building, hired a woman to clean

and a man to repair, and, to make my long story

brief, spent five days of planning and working

with hired helpers, putting it in perfect order. It

was very plain, but exceedingly neat-looking when

everything was done, and I had great joy in it.

I do not believe our lovely rooms on the avenue

gave me any greater thrills of delight than did

this, which you would have been restrained only

by politeness from calling a barn. I do not know

what the dear club thought I was about, I am
sure; they never came to see, and showed no

interest in the matter. I flattered myself for a

time that I was keeping my work a profound

secret, until S^^uart laughed at me and told me
one would suppose I had never spent a season in

a small village where everybody knew his neigh-

b'^r's affairs.

"When everything was ready, I wrote a little

note to the president, tendering the club the use

of the room for the next six months, free of

expense, only stipulating that they should have

it lighted on certain evenings of each week, if

they could no*, arrange for every evening, and


