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The White Pine Supply.

T is (liiricult to arrive at satisfactory con-

cliisioiis cor.curiiiiiH the wliite pine supiily,

because the tomlitions of the trade are umler-

fjuing constant clianges. It is stated by suine

that tlie supply is becoming rapidly ex-

hausted ; the bize of the saw logs is diminisli-

ing, and Mr. U. Jolinson in his " Forest

Wealth of Canada," from stalisiical inforina-

lion he tec-ived, draws a gloomy picture of

the trade. He sunuuarises his conclusions

as follo.vs:—(i) That the first quality pine

has nearly disappeared. (21 That of seconl

quality pine there is a considerable supply.

(3) That of other timber woods there is a considerable

supply. (4) That we are within measurable distance of the

time when, with the exception of spruce, as to wood, and of

British Columbia as to provinces, Canada shall cease to be

a wood-exnorting conntrv.

Taking the first of his conclusions, it cannot be denied that

pine of the great size and splendid qualities of years gone by

is not so plentiful in the market, and the supply of really first

quality forms a much less pmportion cf the export, but that

a great quantity of remarkably line trees siiU exist, scat-

tered through the timber limics and the Crown Lands is

well known. The preponderance of smaller sizes and lower

qualities, it is held by some, may reasonably be attributed

to the present method of cu. ling, as it now pays to manu-

facture trees that were year.-, ago not considered worth fell-

ing. In support of his cinclusion that the fore-ts are

becoming exhausted, .Mr. Johnson quotes returns from the

cullers showing a diminution to the average u/e of the logs

year by year.

TlMKLI-

W.iney wliilc pine

S.'jaare white puic

.\ver-ii;e cubic (eet prr piece.

1S65. 1-9.;.

.. So S5

.. 66 44

From which it would appear that wancy wiiie pine was

38 per cent, larger in 181. 5 than in 180^, and square white

pine 50 per cent.
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On talking this matter over with .\Ir. Jolins,)n,

he maintained that the present severe cutting of the

forests existed before 1S6;, but others think that it is wro;ig

to conclude from tiiesu figures that the >\/.\i of the existing

tiees is le^s than wlieii the firests were difrereiuly exploited.

Much of the timber and many of the logs now used would

\w\ have been touched by the lumbeiman in tornier years.

AKo when a tree wa? felled in many cases only one log was
taken, and the smaller end of the tree discard'.'d, but now
two or three logs will betaken to the mill from :uch a tree,

and, of course, the top logs being usjj, a smaller average

will result.

To show th it it is low general to cut smaller trees, it may
be quoted that in the Province of Ouebec the rates uf due?

chargeable on pine logs of a diameter of eleven inches or

le^s, made out of the top of trees cut on limber limits, have
been fixjd at So cents instead of o.ie dollar, becausethe rates

of dues on the small tops was too high to make it |)rofitahle

to float them to the mill, and the leaving of these small

parts of the trees on the ground constituted a danger in

s)ireading forest fires.

Tlie second and third conclusions above referred to are

acquiesced in by every authority.

As regards the lourtli conclusion, which rai.ies the great

and much discu-ised question of the duration of the forests

of the Dominion to supply the export trade. .Much has

been written on this subject, and many prophecies have
been m.ade, which have not been fulfilled. It was said over
twenty yeirs ago that the supply of white |)iiie would be

exhausted in ten years, but the trade a|)pears to go on still

from year to year without inconvenience and interruption.

Some portion of the lower part of the I'rovinceof Ontario has

been denuded of nine, and consequently the lumberman has
ti go further for his supplies, but with the opening

of new lines of railway and the improvement of water

communication, the existing forests keep up an ad quate

supply. In the d stricts of Ontario w'-i'-b have not yet

been developed, much of the pine is growing, interspersed

with hardwoods, and where it grows under these conditions

it is usually of good quality ami size.

In iSqj Mr. Edwards, M.l'. (see Hansard \ii)i, page
33 iq), said : "There are those who believe that our pine

lumber is very nearly exhausted, and has been most largely

exhausted at the instance of the lumberman. This, Mr.
Speaker, is not at all the case. There is another source

from whi;h the forests of Canada have suffered, and far

more extensively than from the lumberman's axe. I refer

to forest tires and to fires which are brought about by the

settlement of the country ; not in every case by legitimate

settlement, but very largely by illegitimate settlement. It

is safe to say, and I am sure that every lumberman in this

House will bear me out in the statement, that ten times the

amount of forest wealth has been destroyed in Canada
through that instrumentality than has been cut by the

lumbermen, and iho^e who desire ^to protect our forests

should devote themselves to advocating the care of our

forests and discouraging in every way this illegitimate

settlement. If this is done I will veniu.^ this statement,

that you may let our timber be cut even as it is being cut

to-day, and it will last this country for at least one hundred,

perhaps two luindred, year- to come."
Before the Select Committee of the Legislative Assembly

of Ouebec in 'S._)4, .Mr. Kdwaidsgave the following interest-

ing evidence concerning the pine trade :
—

" The profits on spruce are larger than on pine. The
pine of today is very remote ; and for the operations

in the pine lumber trade of to-day the investment is

large. In the ne.xc place, the iir estment i^r improvements
is large, because you have to improve the streams for a

great distance
; and, moreover, you have to put your

supplies in one year be-fore operations begin. We are

buying supplies now thai will be consumed next winter.

Ah our oats, hay, pork, 11 )ur— in fact, everything that goes

into the operations — are being bought and paid for now,
and next September our men go up to the woods, and the

logs are cut. Now, a onion only of theie logs will reach

the mills next year. That portion is sawed, and a small

portion of it is realis-jd on ; but the bulk of it is not realised

on till the next year. Then the logs that remain behind

come down, and the same thing follows ;
so that the

average may be taken as two and a half years.
" .Now, in the sj)ruce operations, you simply put in your f

supplies the year y. u operate. Yuii get the logs the same'
year, and you realise upon them largely the same year. It

is a very short ooeration compared with the o'.her. The
cost of taking out the logs is nothing as compared with the

cost of taking out pine. And having regard to all these

points, and also having regard to the fact that in the

investment in a spruce limit you have an investment that

can be kept in perpetuity, so .ong as you take care of the
j

projjcrty, I regard no investment in Canada as goj-* as an
|

investment in a spruce limit, and prefer it to pine.
' As regards red pine, the quantity is, of course, to some

extent limited. I think east of the Gatineau there is very

little red pine in the country. Red pine is not of the

commercial value of white p.ne. It conies immediately into

competition with the Georgia pine, which is preferred to

our red pine ; so that the red pine is not a saleable article.

And wliile I certainly attach commercial value to the red

pine, it is not nearly so valuable as white pine. If, however,

you ask me if I attach value, I make the statement here,

that I attach value to every green thing that grows upon a

timber limit.

" As pine becomes less, I consider the value of other woods
enhanced. I nught say this, that for the last year or two
1 have been contemplating the idea of commencing to

opeiate our hard woods.

"I consider the pine, spruce, red pine, birch, maple, hem-
lock, tamarac, and cedar of commercial value. Beech, I

think, wi'l come in too. VVhitewood and basswood also

;

in fact, in the purchasing of any of our limi.s we have been
governed to some extent by the whole of the timber oii the
li.niits iirespe.iive of what tliat timber might be.
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