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2 OF THE RIVER MISSISIPPI.

very numerous itinerant nation of Indians, who generally refide in-

the countries North of the Miffifippi : A few of them have fome-

times come to the French port, on the River Illinois, to barter

fkins and furrs; but in general they diflike the Europeans, and have

little inclination to be much a-^quainted with them. Their account

is as follows : The river Miffifippi rifes from a very extenfive

Avamp, and its waters are encreafed by fcveral rivers (fome of them

not inconfiderable) emptying themfelves into it in its courle to the

fall of St. Anthony, which, by their accounts, is not lefs than fevea

hundred leagues from the great fwamps : This is formed by a

rock running a-crofs the river, and falls about twelve feet perpendi-

cular; and this place is known to be eight hundred leagues from the

fea. So that it is moft probable that the Miffifippi runs, at leafl^

four thoufand five hundred miles.

The principal rivers which fall into the Miffifippi, below the fall

of St. Anthony, are, the river St. Pierre, which comes from the

Weft J Saint Croix, from the Eaft ; Moingona, which is two hun-

dred and fifty leagues below the fall, comes from the Weft, and i»

fliid to run one hundred and fifty leagues ; and the river Illinois, the

fource of which is near the lake Michigan, Eaft of the Miffifippi

two hundred leagues.

The fource of the river Miflbury is unknown j the French traders

go betwixt three and four hundred leagues up, to traffic with the In-

dians who inhabit near its banks, and this branch of commerce is

very confiderable j it employs annually eight thoufand pounds worth

of European goods, including a fmall quantity of rum, of all which

the freight amounts to about one hundred per cent. Their returns

are, at leaft, at th^ rate of three hundred per cent, fo that they are

certain of two hundred per cent, profit. The mouth of this great

liver is five leagues below the river Illinois, and is generally called

five hundred from the fea, tho' in fad it is not more than four hun-

dred and fifty. From its confluence to its fource is fuppofed to be

eight


