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Exactly ten years after the publication of Gray's sermons,

the first Protestant Bishop of Quebec printed a Charge ad-

dressed to his Clergy, in which the following passages occur

:

" Wo all know the progress tliat in the times whicli followed the Reforma-
tion was made by tliosc principles and that mode of thinliing, and acting,

whicli was denominated Puritanical : wo know the excess to which these
things were pushed, and the consequences by which they were followed. We
yet see those jirinciples, aliro and active, in some parts of the world : and
have opportunities of observing them at no great distance from us. Tiie dis-

gust wliich they occasioned, in the minds of many, and the alienation from
true piety, which followed tliat disgust, need not be pointed out to your re-

collection. All that I am now concerned to remark to you, is, the ett'ect that

tho observation of tliat disgust produced, upon some, among those of our
Clergy who adliercd to a system which tliey conceived to be at once more
suited to the Word, and Will of God, and to the present, and future happi-
ness of iiis creatures.

Desirous of receding, as far as they conveniently could, from the repulsive

doctrinc.=?, and the rigid discipline of the Puritans, they overlooked, or over-

leaped the line marked out by prudence, and propriety. They nislied to the

contrary extreme. Doctrinal preaching fell almost into disu.se with them :

and learned and logical, and purely argumentative, moral disquisitions, ge-
nerally succeeded. A corresponding error took place in manners.

Lest they should be thought to affect the violence and rant of the Con-
venticle, they have sunk into a cold, and dry, and lifeless, mode of preach-

ing ;
neitlier calculated to excite attention, nor to impress conviction on the

heart. Tlicir discourses too, correct in language, clear in arrangement, con-
clusive in argument, have yet been but too often little more than ingenious

essays upon the nature of f/y/uc, and tlie true character o{ murals; over-

looking in a great measure, tlie nature of Religion, and the peculiar and cha-
racteristic Doctrines of Clirixtiunilij.

Tliese, my Ijrelhren, are general observations. It is my earnest hope that

tiiey are not, and never will be, justly applicable to us. Uninfluenced by any
exterior circumstances, you will, I trust, feel it to be your duty to preach the

entire Gospel of Jesus (Jhrist: to withhold from tlie people nothing that caa
augment their knowledge, or increase their faith ; that can contribute to

tlieir edilicatioii, or totlieir instruction in righteousness.

Our Blessed Saviour did not come into the world as a mere lecturer in

morals, lie did indeed teach a more pure and perfect morality, than the

world had iiitlierto known : He made men better acquainted with the nature

and attributes of the Supremo Ueing : He brought life and immortality to

light :—these were great and glorious discoveiies :—but this was not the

whole, nor the principal of the advantages derived from His appearing in

the flesh. Man was a fallen, a sinful, a <'<irrupted creature. Of wliat avail

was it to him, wlio was tlie slave of irregulu" n.ppetites, and imperious pas-

sions, to have a degree of purity and sancti ty pointed out to his observation,

which his feeble powers, and degraded jiropensities, made it utterly impossi-
ble for him to attain? How was lie benefited by a superior knowledge of
tlie attributes of God, when that knowledge could only serve to shew him to
himself as the object of a just indignation to the Most High? What comfort
was he to derive from the prospect of an eternal existence, when hia own
conscience assured him, that be was entitled only to endless misery and
ruin ?


