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^ proves that ho would greatly depend on

such futxl, it inevitably leads us to the

conviction that he would Ixj greatly «lis-

posud ;,o dirc<!t ' !s movements with refe-

rence to thoNU places where animals and
birds could be iiad in most abundance.

This leads our beliefs towards the I'olv-

nya; and it is a consolation to think of the

many authorities which give us the as-

surance of its ca|)acity of furnishing food.

Capt. Penny uientione<l before the Geo-

graphical Society of liOndon, a few months
ago, as something encouraging, that

twelve American syamen, who wintered

last year in an inlet discoveretl by him in

Davis' Straits, had killed twelve whales

—

an amount of fixxl ho says " on which
Franklin and his crews might have sub-

sisted during the time they were absent !

"

And Dr. Kane is equally ho|ieful of the

safety of Sir John with respect to the

supply of food. "The resources"—he
says in one of his lectures

—

" which that

region evidently possesses for the support

of human life, are surprisingly greater

timn the public arc generally aware.

Narwhal, white whales, and seals—the

latter in extreme abundance—crowd the

waters of Wellington Channel ; indeed it

is a region teeming with animal life. The
migrations of the cider duck, the brent
goose, and the auk—a bird about the size

of our teal, were absolutely wonderful.

The fatty envelope of marine animals,

known as blubber, supplies light and
heat, their furs warm and well-adapted

clothing, their flesh wholesome and anti-

scorbutic food. The reindeer, the bear,

and the fox, also abound in great num-
bers even in the highest latitude at-

tained."

Still, though every feeling of our na-

ture, independently of reasons advanced,
inclines us to hope Franklin is still alive

—no one can deny that the absence of

any memorial of his movements is most
astonishing and unaccountable. The
greater portion of the mystery is in this !

: Allowing there may be something in what
I Sir John Richardson says of the cunning
h voracity of bears and wolverines; still,

't. that no direct notice should be found on
Becchy Island or Cape Riley, is most
extraordinary. Even if Franklin were to

I
proceed to the West, towards Cape Wal-

\ ker, it would be strange he should leave
: no memorial in the place where he had
wintered. If he had gone towards Re-
gent's Inlet or Banks' Land, it would be
expected he would depo.sit some token of
his presence on some of the prominent

Eoints, where the explorers of 1850 most
ave found them. The resu] > of their re-

searches, in fact, shows that, mall human
probability, Franklin never went west-

ward fn>Tu Wellington Chaimel. With
respect tu Bcecliy Island, Capt. Kennedy
and others l)clieve that, after all, some
memorials of the intrepid navig.itor lie bu-

ficd in tho ground, though they cannot be

come at. But, then, it is scarcely prol>ablc

that Franklin would bury his intimations

in a manner to baffle those who ma\
come after him. Cor\jecturo is liewil-

derc<l by tho facts, arguments, and con-

clusions that may bo gathered from this

mysterious question. All that can be

said, apparcnti}', is that the balance of

probabilities points to tho way, north-

west from Wellington Channel, as that

pursued in 184C, by the Erebus and Ter-

ror,

As we have said—the enterprise of Sir

Edward Belcher excites the strongest in-

terest, rr'! the world is in daily expecta-

tion of heniing some news from North
Channel, Queen's Channel, or other water-

ways int' ' the Polyn}|a. It will be a dreary
and disheartf-ning thing if Belcher comes
down without tidings or token of the

lost mariners. He is more likely to

meet a memorial of the ships than the

ships themselves ; for, if they enter

that region, they should be far to the

westward by this time, and above that

outlying circle of ice which resisted the

efforts of the Plover, Enterprise and In-

vestigator to pierce it. Altogether, the

fate of Franklin is covered with uncer-

tainty as with a thick cloud. No doubt,

there are those who dream of the day
when he may come down from the cold

Polynya, to send a thrill of joy and con-

gratulation through the length and breadth
of the civilized world. But others, with
Omraaney and Stewart (Penny's captain)

dread the worst, and think that Brit-

ish-bom crews could not survive six

winters in the arctic circle. Still, hope
is not killed. Sir John Ross spent four

winters in the ice, and came out safe;

though he was forced to quit lus single

ship, the Vktory. Sir John Franklin's

expedition was well equipped and fur-

nished ; his ships were stout, and his de-

termination to make some decisive west-

ing was very strong. His case docs not

yet seem desperate; and we wait with
anxiety, the result of efforts at present

made in the Polar wilderness—efforts that

will still be repeated till the fate of the

lost navigator and his companions shall

be discovered, or all reasonable hope of

ever bringing it to light shall be extin-

guished.


