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outwnigli. Wi! must seek to l(\iven tins wliole couiitiy with ww con-

viction of tiie siipreiiie iinpoi'taiice of uioimI and spiritual interests in

themselves and in their bearing upon material interests and our country's

weal.

''here is much in our surroundings that is admonitory, and that calls

for unremitting vigilance and united action. (Ircat inroads are Iving

made upon tlie sanctity of the Salibath. We shall guard it best on our

part by constantly keeping it, permitting no seductive sentiment, subtle

and plausil)le reasoning of delusive example to override divine precept

and sanction. Jjct us not allow our.selves to become accustomed tci this.

or any other evil, but cultivate all the more a delicate sensitiveness tnuiirds

tile divine will, and permit God's truth to have a voice tiirough us, and His

will an embodiment in our conduct. The great question of Intemperance

is always one of recurring and burning importance : the position it is Iteiiig

forced into in great public issues is full of liopeful significance, looking

to the ultimate triumjjji of right. Let us consistently continue to honor

the record of our Churcii in relation to it, by bringing to bear all the

forces of truth and righteousness at our connnand for the overthrow of

this justly dreaded and reprobated evil.

Social purity siioulit ever find in us a firm ally, and we should lose no

ojiportunity to visit the penalty of a scatiiing denunciation upon trie in-

famous doctrine, far too prevtilent, tliat vice is neither necessary nor ii.scful.

Personal purity in man and woman must be insisted upon with all the

empliasis of tiie love of God, the wratii to come, and the judgment of the

Almigiity. Our young people must be admonished of the disastrous

recoil of promising wickechies", or the seductive temptation will prove

their ruin. We would couosel the recognition and cuUivation of indivi-

dual responsibility in relation to all the means of grace, and in them nil

the maintenance of happy and vital communion with (!od iis the true .safe-

guard against formalism.

It is also well that we should guard ourselves agninst the subtle ten-

dency to narrow our interest and solicitude to our merely local church

affairs. God would educate us into largeness, and would have us partners

and helpers together witli Himself in all the wide enterprises of His king-

dom. Our vario-.,.s 'uissionary fields, domestic and foreij.,n, merit our

intelligent and jirayerful suj-port, and together- with otiier connexional

interests, furnish tiie opportunity for our benefactions.

Our connexioiml periodicals siiould find an incretisingly generous sup-

port from all our people, and our aim should be to hav(^ them guests in

every home. As we deliiierately plan to save human souls, so slioulil «e

plan for the iiitrodtu'tion of .Methodist literature, liistory and bingraphy

into our liomes and Sunday-schools, in order that our young people espe-

cially leay get tiie s[)iritual benefit and inspiiation, and partake of tlio

enthusiasm of the unicpie and providential hist( ly of our Church.
We ,'isk you to unite with u.s in the prayer th it this year may be one

signalized l)y extensive revivals of religion in all parts of tiiis Pro^illce.

To this end we need to have nnuh before our miinls the suj>renie peiil of

human souls, the glory of (iod, and the importanc(^ of a delicate adjust-

ment of ourselves tfi tht; mind and methods of tlie Holy Spirit.
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