
The Yukon Gold Fields.

HOW TO GET THERE, AND WHERE TO OUTFIT.

George M. Dawson C.M.G. , tlescril)es ihe Canadian Yukon as bounded to

ihe south by llic nor*',ern limit of the Province of British Columbia (Lat. 60°), to

the west by the ea.-.tern line of the United States Territory of f^laska ; to the east

by thi' Rocky Mountain Ranges and the 136th meridian ; and to the north by the

Arctif Ocean. The district, as above defined, has a total area of approximately

I }2,(joo square miles, of which, according to the most recent infoimation, 150,768

e miles is inclui'.ed in the watershed of the Yukon. " The superficial extent

M ine district may perhaps best be realized when it is stated that it is nearly equal

to that of France, greater than the United Kingdom by 71,000 miles, ten times

the area of the Province of Nova Scotia, and nearly three times that of the New-

England States."

Whether or nut the whole of this vast area is au'iferous cannot now be said,

hut there is reason to hope that in all parts of it paying deposits of gold and s'.ver

may be found. Sufficient is already known, althoiigli only a very ^mail p..rt of

the district has been jirospected, to rank the Yukon as among the greatest placer

gold fields that have ever been discovered.

(iold was first discovered in the \'ukon Hasin in 18S1, when a party went up

the Big Sa'n^on River, a tributary of the Le\vis, for a distance of two hundred

miles and n' gold on all iis bars, many of them paying very well. iJuring the

next few .;ir - >ie mining was done -on the Uootalin(nui, which flows out of

Tosli". L- ' *;•;! into the N'ukon. In 1886 gold was dug out of the (."assiar bar

on ''^f > '». ..a kuer in considerable (juantities. .Since then gold has been 'found

on Forty Mil Tr^'k, Sixty Mile Creei^ Miller ('reek. Glacier Creek, Birch

Creek, and Uiii, i it by no means least, the creeks tributary to tne Klonkykc,

Forty Mile Creek is for the most part in .'Klaska, that is in Ui.itcd Slafjs ter-

ritory; the head waters of Sixty Mile Creek arc alsj in AUska. .Miliar. JIacier,

and Birch ("reeks were once thought to be in Alaska, but are nov known to be in

(.'anada, and Stewart River and the wonderfully rich Klondykc are wholly in

Canadi.in territory. The latter How into the \'ukon from the eastward, and the

whoK .?'tbf; Lewis, Big Salmon and Hootalinqua Rivers are in Canada.

'ir- > Inci/k'i enters the Yukon near the 64ih parallel of North Latitude.

As yet tio ,jaying deposits of gold have been found in the main river itself, the

rich placers, "which have excited attention all over the world, being upon its

tributaries which enter it from the south.


