
GOG rUOPlIETS OF UNUESl'.

urcs ill husiiu'ss, coriioriiigs, luHidlings, iiiurders, .suicidt-s, cm-

liiv.zIcMiiciits, ami cast's of cnu'lty, liinacv, or (k'stitntion. Xo
doubt a real tabic of coiik-iits would give a pictuiv, tliongh not

so tcrribk' ;iiid licnrtrciiding as this, yet rie'- in I'atastrophcs.

r>ul it is forgotten that the catastrophes or the e.\cei)tional events

alone are recorded by newspapers, especially in the tables of eon-

tents, which are intended to catch the eye. No newspaper gives

us a picture of the ordinary course of life. No newspaper speaks

of the countries which are enjoying secure peace, of the people

who are making a fair livelihood by honest indiistrv, of the

families which ari' living in comfort and the eiijoyincnt of aU'ee-

tioii. r)uvcrs wonld hardly be found for a sheet which should

tell you bv wavof news that bread was being regularly delivered

bv the baker and that the milkman was going his round.

Centuries unnuinhcred, according to recent paheontologists,

liuniau .society has taken in eiiiubing to what is here described

as the level of a vast den of wild beasts or a Black Hole t>f Cal-

cutta. Yet in one I'cntury or a litth' more it is to become a

paradise on earth. So the writer of " Looking B.ackward
"'

dreams iml to show that he does not iverard this as a mere

dream, he circs historical preccflents of changes which he thinks

cipially miraeulons—the sudden and nne.Npcetcd success, as it

appears to him to have been, of the American revolution, of

(iernian and Italian unificatii oi. of the agitation against slavery.

Til two of these cases at least, those of German and Italian unity,

the wonder was not that the event came at last, but that it was

delayed so h^ng. In no one of the cases, surely, is anything like

a precedent to he found.

In a century or a little more, if we arc to accept the statement

of Dr. Leete, the .showman of the new heavens and new earth in

''Looking Backward," .society ha.-- undergone not only a radical

change but a comjilete transformation, Boston, of cour.se, leading

the way, as Paris leads in the regeneration proclaimed hy Comte,

and all the most civilized communities following in her train.

Society has become entirely industrial, war being completely

eliminated. No fear is entertained lest when the civilized

w orld has been turned into a vast factory of defenseless wealth,

tlie uncivilized world may be tempted to loot it.


