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5H:I Small Debts,. Courts. — The f.M>s for tl>e infi'iior or Small

Debts ("oiirts in all t\w Provinces luv uDont the same as those u'iveii

above for Ontario, and tlie process for eiiterin<,' eases and for defence

similar, therefore the foUowini; two sections, together willi the pre-

cedinii one, will give the general information desireii.

If the ilohtor puts in a defence and the cas«_' comes to trial it woidd

be better in the most of cases to employ a lawyer to conduct the case

at court, but u[) to that |)oint there is notiung in these petty cases for

a lawyer to do. If the case goes to court, however, it is better to liavo

a lawyer, for judges do not like clients to handle their own case.

5H4 Defences. When any perst)n is served with a summons they

sho\ild not let the few I.ntin words in it scare theru. The s\imnH)ns

will always state the number of days in w Inch a defence must be enteied

or judgment may be given by default. If the defendant has any

thing to gain bydefeiuliiig the suit, he lias the right to set up any

one or more of several pleas against the claim made airainst bun.

In cases where the debt i lUllawcd and the defendant intends to

take the benefit of the Statute ul Limitations, lie must state in Ins

dispute note that the claim is barred l)y Stat\ac, as it is over si.v

years old (or as the case may be), otherwise judgment will be unven

against him by some judt'cs.

5H5 Statement J of Defence.—The .stutemeut of defence is culled a

" Dispute note." of which the following will .serve as a siuide to those

unfamiliar with the forms. The name of the covut

course, may be chanv;ed to suit. It may be sent by

personally to the clerk.

and Province, of

iu»l or delivel-ed

In the (No.) Division Court of the I'oinity of

Between (give name), IMaintitf,

and (give name). Defendant.

Take notice, I disijute the Plaintiffs claim in this ca.se. (Here

specifv the grounds of defence, statutory or otherwise.)

Datwl this day. of A.D. 19

( SiL;iiature.)

To the Clerk of the said court,

ami to the said Plaintiff.

the -;hortlv and (lis

ou in-
In setting out ilie grounds of defence state

tinctly, using a separate (laragraph for each separate di'fence y(

tend to make, if more than one, as follows :

1. That the plaintitT owes you a debt, which you claim sluudd be

set off against it ; or,

^.' That vou have performed your [jart of the contract :
or,

'A. That you have ofTere<I to perform it, but that the otlier party

refuse<l to accept it ; or,

I. That you have a counter-claim as an ofTs(>t to part or to the

whole claim ot tiie other ; or,

.'). That the claim hail become outlawinl, as it was more than six

years old ; or.


