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of space special creation produces
thie same identical elements ; or,
that the elements of matter as we
know themi are compounds,
evolved from some primai base ?

As the centuries roll on we may
expect that man ivili learn yet more
and more of the constitution of the
Sun and of the mysterious process
by which its energy reaches our lit-
tie earth, giving us ail we have of
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life and vigour; whiether lie w~ill
ever learn the mystery of its origin
is a question we hardly dare even
tliink of. Yet sometimes, in a
moment of exaltation, we may,
perhaps vaingloriQusly, in thie
words of Grant, the historian-
astronomer, (referrinig to another
profound miystery), say, " It would
be rashi to be too sanguine, it wvould
be unphilosophical to dlespair."1

THE PACIFIC OCEAN AN ENGLISH LAKE.
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What one of the Powers wvill rt~ie
the Pacifie? The B3ritish Empire
has a t-otal area of 9,841,921I square
miles, and a total population of
305,236,780. The Russian Empire
comes next, withi 8,646,100 square
miles, and 108,814,172 population.
The Chinese Empire follows witli
4,179,559 square miles, and 404,-
180,ooo population. The United
States, as fourth in point of territory
and of population, may wvell be iii-
terested in the question as to which
of these three great Powers shall
rule tlie Pacific. Thus far the
Pacifie Ocean is little more than an
English lake. The interests of the
British Empire are so great in the
Pacifie that no final solution of the
Far Eastern question ivill be pos-
sible without the influence of Eng-
land being taken into account.

]3ordering on the Pacifie, or sur-
roundeci by its waters, are two
:British possessions, Australasia
and the Dominion of Canada, ecdi
of whicli is about the size of the
whole of Europe. Melbourne is
tie fourth city in the British Bmn-

pire, whvlile the foreicri commerce
of Australia and tlic Pacifie Islands
whuicli have been annexed by
Great IBritain is so great as to re-
quire tic daiy expenditure of $5,-
000 on telegramns to England
alone, andl in a single year tie
foreignt commerce of Australia
anîounted to $642,500,000.

Great Blritain lias annexed about
everything in thc Pacifie Ocean
worth annexmng, and hier Hig,,i
Commissioner, thc Governor of
the Fiji Islands, is instructed to
take a kindly oversight of tlic rest.
Her colonies are enterprising, pay-
ing large subsidies and guaran-
tees to ocean cable companies,
building railroads, constru cting or
buving steamships. In 1893 $35--
000,000 worth of gold, or nearly
one-fourti of tic world's annual
production, came froni Australia,
wvhile tic saine countrv yields an-
nuallY 4,000,000 tons of. coal, andI
a ivool clip aggregating in value
$ioo,ooo,ooo. AIl this is done by
a population of only five million
souls in a territory as large as the

* The accomipanyig testiuiony to Great Britaixi's supremnacy, moral and physical, on the
Pacifie, is the more gratifving in that it cannot be attributed to B3ritiphi partiality. Tixese
are the conclusions of a hii'gl-mindcdl Aincrican patriot, a Bishop of the icthod(ist'Episcopal
Churcli, South. Simnilar sentiments are also exprcsei by that stalwart American writer,
Dr. Joseph Cook, and by other large-mimded nien wvho recognize iii the righteousness of
B3ritish rul, the Providence of God ainong the nations.


