Importing Fruits.

According  to teleyraphic reports
from Ottawa, ft is loarned that the
Ontarfo frult growers have renewed
tholr agltatlon against the importa-
tion of fruit and nursery stock from
the Unlted States, basing thelr op-
rosition to euchl Imports on the alleg-
ol ground that it Is necesary to pro-
tect Canudian fruit growers from the
introduction of disen-es peewdiar  to
frult trecs. The prohibition of the
fmportation of fruit would be 2 fine
thing for a few Qatario fruit grow-
crs, but ft would be « great hardshijs
for the people of Manitoba and the
Torritories, who are practically  de-
rendent upon the United States for
their supply of many varieties of
fruit. The Ontario growers fhave
never been able to supply the western
market with such fruits as plu'm:«.
reaches, pears, strawberrics, crabs,
pruncs, chierrie:, c¢te. Such shipm-nts
of soft frults as have been received
here from Ontarvio have uwhually  ar-
rived in a rotten conditfon, showmg
that the Ontario growers are  en-
tirely lacking fn their knowledge of
handling the softer fraits long
(lis%'mxco shipment. Any  severe rf:-
strictions  uvon  the importation of
fruits would by such o severe blowyg.to
:\Ianitoba and the Territories that it
‘8 nel tG Lo expected the sovernment
will entertain any such rropoals lor
'x moment. Even the prohfbition of the
hportation of vursery stock would bo
& sertous matter to the West, wf tho
stock most suitable to our climatoe
w.nuld naturally come from the nortiw-
western states, and of late years
Manltoba farmers have been Joing
considerable in the e of cxperiment-
ing with hardy nursery stoek.
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48 to Klondikeis passing through
Vancouver, the lowest estimate now
given is 100,000, Nictoria expects
more than that numVer and Seattle
expects three times as many. A short
time ago 200,000 wuk considered
high estinate and now half & milk-
lion ‘prospectors en routs to Yukon
thls summer {5 mentioned as the prov-
able nuinber. When it Is taken Into
consideration that Cook & Son have
already sold in England alone £€2,000
tickets to Klondikers some idea of the
maguitude of the rush may be had.
It is reported that 50,000,000 In gold
will be taken out of tho country this
season, Even this vast -amount
divided aloni Wi a million people
is only $100 per hiead ko that it is
quite probable thnt the majority
will come pretty close to misery, star-
vation and want.,

Tremendous prparations are being
made. Al avaflable stoamors are be-
ing chartercd and  twenty-four new

THE COMMERCIAL

ateamers aie uctually belug bullt for
the trade betweon the three
British  Coluinbin cities, Of these
the Iuilkon’s Bay Co. are building
ten and Canailinn Paviile  Rallway
seven,

The gtroets of Vancouver and Vie-
toria are like connty fairs every day
now, with the lhusky ddgs out for
practiee, the Touidled mules and the
outiitters in their picturesque cos-
tunmes, but in Seattle the erowds are
0 dense that the streets are difficult
of navigation. There is a hot rivalry
vetween Victoria and Seattle and the
press of thiese cities are saying many
bitter things of each othier. All lines
of bukiness are Pmproving. This is
naturally the olfect of outside money
coming into the country., XKiondikers
are coming over from the states to
outfit here In batcehes of 25 and 50,
Money is plentiful and collections are
rapldly fmproving.

Stocks of hay and oats both here
and on Puget Sound are very scarce.

British Columbia Fruit Growers

The annual meeoting of the British
Columbint I'ruit Growers’® assoclation
took place at Westminster recently.
AMr. Earl, of Liytton, gave an address,
referring to the vast miveral wealth
of the provines, but stated that he
thought if properly lvoked after there
was & Klondike in the provinee for
the farmers of British Columbia. e
took occasion to thank the Canadian
’acific  railway for their unfailing
courtesy to tho assoclution. He ue-
knowledged that they were 1ot able
to put thpir frnit on the market in
as good condition uas tho fruit grows
ers In the south, and suggested en-
gaging an expert from Cwifornia to
teach them.

A board of dircctors was cleeted,
whicl: subscquently met and elected
the following officers: President, G.
1I. Hadwen, Duncan; first vice-presi-
dent, W. J. MOmyrridge, Surrey; sccond
vice-president, Donald Gralwom, . P.
Y., Spallumecheen; secretary-treasurer,
T. R. Yearson, New Westminster.

o scarctary’s repert shiowed the
as-ccfation in . sound finaucial condi-
tlon.  The as-ociation after discus-
sion decided to use what is known as
the Portiand box. A committee was
anpointed 10 160k into the matter of
aduiteratea jams fimported from Cal-
ifornin. I . Dosch road v paper on
nut culture. le made ithe statcment
that British Columbix paid §10,000 a
year for Euglisht walnuts alune, and
British Coiumbin could grow walnuts.
It wag doclded to hoid an internas i .aal
featt fagr every year In New West-
minster district.

Britishh Columbia Fruit
Exchange.

A% the annual meeting of the DB.
C. Fruit Exchangs thio rodgnation
of Manager Henry was accepted. It
was  reported that frulte hina not
been projerly packed and that overy
care muast Do taken and an coxhthig
for Wmuipeg must Lo arranged. Seere-
tay T. R. Icarson presented o ver-
bal  report, Tho increase in  tho
amount of fruit handicd by tho ox~
change kad been most gratifying. In
1896. the shipmeuta only

totulied -

ple-this:

531

about $5,000 worth, while tho ship-
ments fn 1897 represented over $19,-
656G, Of tiis wnount, ovor a tiird
wus for applos.  Plums were the noxt
heaviest 1tem; peacs, and then straw-
herries,

1

Coast Merchants Dissatistied

Nancouver, Jan. 24~Loud is the
talle throughout the coust cities over
the dilatoriness and inaction of the
nuthorities at Ottawn In forcing the
United States governinent to abolish
the existing customs regulations at
Skaguay, 'The loeal press comment
upon the mutter in no vavertaln man-
ner, In sp2aking of the recent visit
of the minister of the Interlor to
Washington, he 15 spoken ui &s hav-
ing accepted promlies to remedy the
evil instead o1 insisting, as e had it
in s puwer, o volnpell the Unlted
States governfnent to utt promptly
and honoraldy in the matter.  Pro-
minent politicians here say  that
titough these promises were made
weeks ago, ot only hatve instructions
1ot beent sent 1o Skapuay, but it ls
very piuch o gueStion whetler the
tinited States authorities have ever
thought inore sceriously of the mat-
tor, than to sendiug Mr Sifton home
with 2 oo fwmpression of Washing-
tou yociety; and to show that hie is
still unter the hypnotic influence of
the astute politicinns and officials at
Washington, one ha dut to read his
telegrains, fot liter than yestevday,
revelved by the British Columbia and
Vancouver boards of trade, I which
he announced, in effect, thut every-
thimg has been arranged with  the
Washington nuthoritics, but that, ow-
ing to departmental voutine, there
has been delay in prdmulgating the
‘mstructionsi lln.xt that they will be
sent forthwith,

The question Is asked: “Does Mr.
Sifton comprehiend that the telegraph
sorvice between the civilized east and
the gold fields of the north is still
in the ebryo stage, and that even
should the instructions be issued at
Washington to-day, to do away with
the bbnoxious customs rc'{l:n]ations at
Skaguay and Dyea, these nstructions
vould not go into offect for at least
thirty days, ns they ‘must first go to
the colicctor at Sitka, who might
readily leave them on his desk for one
or two stealmers before finally for-
warding them to the sub-collector at
Skaguay. ,

In a nut=shell, the situation is sim-
Canadian morchants are
sudug trade that is justly thelrs, and
the country is wetting nouc of the
gold that i taken out of Canadian
soil. That this situation could be
changed is without question, andin-
struetions to the Mounted Police at
Tagish to close the pasces to all
aliens, wanld bring the Tnitel States
government to time In  twenty-four
hours, and ensure to * Canada that
trade that 15 unquestionably  her’s,
and of which she has but a  very
meagre share to-day.

Ottatwa, Jan. 24.—~The department
of customs lhias fdecided to allow n re-
fund of the duty paid on products
from Lileria, Morocco, Spain. Salva-
dor. Tonga. aund the South African re-
public sine~ the preferentinl  tariff
took offcct on the 23rd of  April last,
ag, with the exception of Spain, Caun-
ada does not Import much from these
countries, the amount of refund will
not be great.



