THE .T OUR\IAL OE‘ CO\IMERCD—J‘I

ANCE ;AND IXS URANCE RI:VII:W

ithose cities, butnfvmnst all thn \lunu-nlmlx
_ties which entered into - agreéments n
contribute to the construction of the vl

‘road/ . As matters stand the question is, |

what is just and fair between -the people
-ab large of the {Province of Quebec and

the contributing municipalities, and like-

wise between each of the latter? There

was & time, if we are not greatly mistaken, |
when grievous complaint was made by the .

citizens 'of Montreal that the county of
- Qttawa was going to repudiate its lability,

.and we ‘are quite sure that if there wus’

not .o demand for coercion on the pars of
the Legislature “there would have been

little sympathy evinced in Montreal at:

- that time in favor of any defaulting Muni-

«cipality which hf\d been sub\;ected to

©.coercion,

' Bepudmtwn of engagements such as
“that of the cxt}y of '\Ionhefxl for the Rail-
rord is & serious matter, and there is no

- telling where it will.end, . All the legisla-
‘tion that has taken place has been based

“on -the’ good faith: of the' Municipalities,

. and the Legislature which represents the

" “population of the whole Provitice cannot,

" and ought not, to permlb sections of that

i populablon to rélieve themselves by their

o .own.act of a liability, and to'i impose that

- lxabxhty upon ‘others., ‘Even if the ense of
I the Finance Committee were. ten times

' stxonger than it ls, it would not justify-

" . the 1epudnt10n of a liability voluntarily
" incurred by the par tles interested in

Iehevmg themselves at the cost of per--

- sons who h'we aclear n"ht to be con-
" sulted. 'lhe _case seems to, us so’ clear

" that we,cannob’ mmome that.our dlscon-

‘ tented fellow citizens see the. matter in
“the i same: light. i Practically  Mantreal
L - demands that at her own will ‘mid plea-

. sure she: shall'be rélidved “of a “liability

leuch must in conséquence, ba thrown on”

» the Eastern ‘Townships and the pooplc
on" the south shore of' the St Lawrence.

' Surely if a dxlﬁculty has arisen the Logis-

lature is the proper tubunfxl to \\luch an
. “appeal shouldbemade, and not the pmtxes
- interested,. "

‘.hkc to get rid of. thig railvoad linbility is.
" ‘beyond a.doubt. On that point there
,"yv,would be. pelfecb un'mmuty of -opinion.
:The difficulty, is that they are bound in
/. “justice to:the Province ab large, and in
"' honorto. ndhele to their pled«e, and they

: ’,voubht not to c]mm to be Judnes in their |
- We must; add a few words on_
“the objectxons made’ by the TFinance Com-“

own: cs\se

5 nnttee, and whlch we! Imve st'lted a.bove

+We do' not; prof‘ess to be competent to

decide between mvnl envmeers which is

-the best lme for ,‘_’t © railroad  betiween
Quebec and Montreal that by Bout de't

l U'Isle, or that by Tux ebonne.

“to-avoid such a cxty as Montreal.

B entex prise.

We know
_that by the former route it would be ne-
cessaly to have s draw-bridge, a most ob-
jectionable struchme, and . which would
involve in all probability a- delay greater
than would be caused by the increased
distance of the line vie Terrebonnd. The
engineering difficulties may have been ex-
aggerated, but the commissioners have at
least acted on the advice of competent
engineers. . With regard to the w orkshop

stock; and, lnoleovcx, we hardly sce how
it:would be possible for them to compel
the lessces of the road to set up woiks
for the' constlucblon of ]0(301170!;1\’05 or
cars:

The Gover nment of: Ouehec has ncted '
so far as we cah ‘judge; in perfect. good

faith to Montredl. But what shall we say
of Quebec which’ is, equally agitated on
the subject and équnlly desirous of repudi-
ation ? - Quebec is " dissatisfied because
Montreal has not been cut oft' by running
the line to St.. Thérése, which would be a
shorter route .to Hull-than that by‘Nonﬁ-
real. Can it be believed that this com-
‘plaint is ur, "ed wxlh smcex ity, and not.as

“an excuse for repudmtnon 7 Not only was

their own North Shore line de%mned sole-
ly for commiunication with. Montr enl,
which was to be lts telmmus, but if Lhe
line liad been or:gumﬂy prajected beLn een
Quebec and Huﬂll, or any other pomt. Tur-
ther west, it never. would have entered
the: un'wnntlon of :my railway promotels
“Enter-
taining the  views which we Dave. placed
hefore our 1efule!s, we eannot but (leplo) e
the heéat that ‘has been mamiested both
in \Iontxeal and Quebec on this question,
or refrain flom e\plCSSll]" ‘our sympathy
with the Quebec Government, which finds

itself compelled, in justice to the whole:

population”of  the: Province, to insist on

_certain municipalities iu]f'llmn pledges
on. the f{aith of which the Govemment :
.with the concurrence of the Legislature,
That the citizens of \[onbleal would |’

was mduced to undmm‘l\e & -work of a
most fo: denb]e chfn'ncto

UE.\L'I‘H ‘\\‘D I USINESS,

‘ 1‘ew pmsons outsxde of Lhe mer ("mme

commumt,y have any: 1(Iea of the ‘effect

sucgess in hf‘e, or the “ant ol it, has upou,
the geneml health of the man of business.

He'who mechumc'ﬂly toxls for_ his. daily

or weekly ' wages, o('ten envies the em-.
_ployer: x\hose capxml is ab stake.in hls:
Ie has no idea of‘ the fever- ;
Jsh’ days,; the sleep]eSS nnvhts, sm\nously,
.spent. by, ‘the busmess man in dev1smg‘
‘menns to. t1de ovex some ﬁrst dlﬂiculty H

“body as well as” sybstance.

" just as.

. the ﬁttest wxll sulvwe

of the sbru""les ageinst failure; of the
struggles with the tempter who whispers

“dishonesty " in his’ ear; of the terrible

sinking step. by step after he has once
tmnsmessed of the wounded conscience
which stings Ium dmly in the sight of his

‘fellowmen ; of the humiliation which must

be felt fby the man who after years of

- drudgery had found a respectable position

and name in the community only to be

I enst down again in his declining years,
question, we are ot‘ opinion that there are |
grave ob|ectxons to the Government
undeltfﬂ\m" the construction of rolling

bringing with him a family reared in dom-
fort ifnot in luxury ; of the sensation with
which he pronounces daily or weekly the
,wm'cl's, “we have done those things which
we ought not to have done, and left un-:
done those things which we ought to have
done,” while the still small voice ques-
tions him'whether he is trying Lo do'better.
A leading ~ dry -goods merchant of
Toronto-once said that no man need fuil
in business. This.doubtless was expressed
as g vale to which there inight be some
exceptions. Thé great trouble is that
men do not proceerl énn}(‘ionsly enongh,
or do not “ put on the brakes” in time,
or in a "careless mnmout, a friend is ac-
commodated, and very few know how to
refuse a'second request.  'C'esl.le premier
pas qui coute,” and it.costs in mind and
~ Il Iuek, mis-
fortune, ave the terms often applied to
these contequences of a first wrong act,

£ When lovcl) \vomen g0 qenny,
“The stars are.more in fn.ull. than' they,”

1€ Jncob who made him present-of that

'elegant gold watch had’ not asked . him
- for ‘that nccommodatlon nofe he would

not be where le is now,—or, if he had
not handled. pntch, he wnu](l not have
soiled his hands.:

Although. thmo are eomo persons so

‘constituted that failare ‘m life "has little

effect upon their spir‘ifs, generally speak-

"ing, we can easily detect the man who is
going’ down hill by his physxovnomy and

general tone.. - And who does. not know
the beaming, assuring face of the success-
ful man.. “There is . an intoxication in
success of which the strongly constituted
drinker has not even the faintest idea, of

_which ‘the ﬂnttcled have no conception.

Success in life «cnex‘nlly 1mp11es superior

. qu*xht\es, for there is Mo more absurd idea

than that contmned in the wmml
man can make money H

“any
-any, man . may be-

" come rich.”’ There is no part of human life

in which ; the Da.xmnmu theory applies
more reudlly th'm in busmess. as arule
Knn.vexy may
succeed for a w}ule, but lzonesty ‘with

. ability:is. the surest ‘vmde. s

‘Many of our. ablest merchants nttend

'so closely to busmess that the mdmm y :




